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THE HAFTAROS OF xn1uym197 nbn AND RnnmaT 2w

When Rosh Chodesh Av falls on Shabbos, as it did this year, the poskim
reference various minhagim as to which haftarah should be read. Our
minhag follows the fir§t opinion cited by the Rama (Orach Chaim, siman
425) and we read Wnw, the second haftarah of the Xmy"7 non that we
read in the weeks leading up to Tishah B’Av. An analysis of the background
for our minhag is revealing and contains an important lesson for us at this
time of the year.

The Gemara (Megillah 31a), discussing this very case, says to read as the
haftarah the perek that includes the passuk *wo1 IRIW 02>7yM) 02w, the
haftarah we know as 1vyw 111 Yet, Tosfos there observes, our minhag is to
read Wnw. How do we reconcile our minhag with the Gemara’s ruling? The
answer to this, says Tosfos, is based on a difference of opinion between R.
Shimon b. Gamliel and R. Meir (Taanis 29a) as to when the m%°2X before
Tishah B’Avcommences. According to R. Shimon b. Gamlielitbegins only the
week of Tishah B’Av; while according to R. Meir it begins earlier, from Rosh
Chodesh Av.

Our minhag to read the XMY197 n70, culminating with 117 on the Shabbos
preceding Tishah B’Av, has its source in the the Pesikta. Tosfos under§tands
that the reason the Pesikta designates 11171 for the Shabbos before Tishah B’Av
is because the Pesikta paskens like R. Shimon b. Gamliel, and accordingly
assigns the haftarah of 11 to be read on the Shabbos immediately preceding
the onset of M?ax, which is the Shabbos before Tishah B’Av. [Although
we have the minhag to begin the M?°2X even earlier (from Shivah Assar
B’Tammuz and Rosh Chodesh respectively), the reading of 1117 is intended
to take place right before the beginning of the period when M8 is
halachically mandated. |

The Gemara in Megillah, on the other hand, follows the opinion of R. Meir,
who held that the m?°2X begins from Rosh Chodesh, and therefore required
the reading of 111 to coincide with Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Av.

The problem with this explanation becomes obvious when we compare
our Tosfos with Tosfos in Pesachim (40b). In Pesachim, when making the
observation that our minhagim sometimes follow sources that counter the
Gemara, Tosfos cites the example of the haftarah reading for Rosh Chodesh
Av that falls on Shabbos, saying that even though the Gemara there says to
read 117, in following the Pesikta we read *X03 0w, the Standard haftarah
for Rosh Chodesh that falls on Shabbos.

The Maharsha is quick to point out that while the Pesikta itself lifts only the
RN1UYNOT N7N, the three haftaros that are read the three weeks before Tishah
B’Av, that is because the Pesikta did not discuss the event of a Shabbos Rosh
Chodesh during those three weeks; but Tosfos assumes that even the Pesikta
would agree that when this does occur, the haftarah for Rosh Chodesh
takes precedence over Waw because of the rule of TP 770 TN KXW 777N,
the more common occurrence is given precedence over the less common
occurrence.

Clearly then, two different minhagim are derived from the Pesikta, and both
minhagim are found in the poskim and quoted by the Rama. However, the
logic of Tosfos in Pesachim, as explained by the Maharsha, makes us queStion
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our minhag, based on Tosfos in Megillah.
How is it that we allow the reading of the
haftarah of Wnw to preempt the haftarah
of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, X032 0w,
contradicting the rule of 770 1°XUN N0
amp In?

The solution to this problem, it would
appear, lies in an observation we are led
to when considering a general np?mn
between the Rosh (Megillah, perek 4, siman 10) and the Meiri (Megillah
29a) concerning haftaros that are read for special Shabbasos and Yamim
Tovim. According to the Rosh, such haftaros do not have to relate to a theme
from that day’s krias haTorah, so long as they relate to the uniqueness of
the day they are read. The proof is that the haftarah for a Shabbos that is
Erev Rosh Chodesh, w71 2, is read despite having no connection to the
weekly kri’ah. Meiri, however, contends, that the haftarah of w7 2m is no
proof, since the purpose of reading this haftarah is simply to proclaim the
imminent arrival of Rosh Chodesh. Other special haftaros, however, would
be required to contain some reference to that day’s kri’ah.

Absent from this discussion is the obvious exception of the XMIWM2T non
along with the Xnnma7 2w (the seven haftaros for the weeks that follow Tishah
B’Av), which are read regardless of their lack of connection to the themes
of the weekly kri’ah (see Sefer Mordechai, end of Megillah, and Beis Yosef,
Orach Chaim, siman 425). The Rosh does not use this example to support
his opinion, and the Meiri does not argue againt it. It is obvious that these
haftaros are somehow different from the other special haftaros ¥R Y.
How is this so?

The Rambam (beginning of Hil. Taaniyos and perek 5) writes that the
reason we, the Jewish nation, have special fast days through which we
commemorate the tragedies of our hiStory, culminating in the deStruction of
the Beis Hamikdash, is for arousing us to teshuvah. Focusing on these events
and contemplating the sins that caused them awakens us to examine our
deeds and make a sincere commitment do teshuvah and improve our ways.

One of the moft effective methods for us to inspire ourselves to teshuvah,
writes Rabbeinu Yonah in Shaarei Teshuvah (shaar 2), is to read through
Tanach with an eye to under§tanding the inherent mussar and internalizing
the penetrating message of the nevi'im.

This, then, is the reason we read the haftaros of the Xmiv1197 n%n and the
XnnmT aw. In order to maximize the effect of the N1vn and their attendant
MR, we emphasize the message of these times with the reading of haftaros
that §tress the same message that these days are intended to impart: mAwna
a2wn®.

For this reason, these haftaros are not required to have some connection
to krias haTorah, and this is why they supersede any other haftarah.
Concurrently, we now under$tand why our minhag, based on the Tosfos in
Megillah, is to read the haftarah of Wwnw, which of course is one of the non
XM1y757, even when Rosh Chodesh Av falls on Shabbos.

N"Dow S8V N0 AW 7 2"7370 WS DR’ 990 5"y




'.MN2P N33 1 URP 0" RIT 30 RY'L(2,7°R) 123 P90 NNXKA O3 27nn°
RWD RPITT 2"'¥Y . W2Y RAW DTIP AR M0 9317 DY 7132 XKW Dpna 3"R)
1ML 2197 M0 7T 12 wOw PD] NATIRT IMREAY NN RT T WAL IR
177 11An YD1 RPW BB 7707 770201 RPw 5"YR 17733 Rawd YaAR L[DMnR
MIX°ENA R A" [DRTIRE IMReERL o 517 X7 2L TNYY ARW 19IN2 TIN0
0°9277 7722 WA, [Ny TN07 2127w 1w TIN0 P72 PR M9 NYw o] awTn

.59y 7YY I 7w ANy

aw 2now P¥Y MIpRYAW 910 anna bW aawn amRe 12 aamonw v
MM QTR 933 X7 TR M1 WITRA A2 Wl wasnn WAt ovaw o'nnn
DOIATA WYY AMWAT 2P PR PR DT R wRIaT 2" wn DR L1191 PRI RN
7230w oy 922 191" ,0W 20D AW ,0" NN 22TR 19 YWD X7 YR 77mw
9725 w1 7™Da 2"wna 0131 1" YWY LTI 1M wan mya axanm
W0 APYW PYI? WO TV .02V 127 DY YR p7IRA K91 A0 o00aTn
A2ANRW KDY 19132 KW K27 P2 P2A2 ININD P, 2197 PR 0" nnn
2091 NI TR 72707 012 11D AW T2ANAWD IR L5 oW 205w 10 NRwi

LOPRYDIT 19727 922 w1 910y ,2°03 Swon okl ,Mxna

7729007 WM YRR RPITR 1277 ayua

19 WY VI R LRA? TNYY ITRR X1WOW 22TAR 11901 2910 1270 "o
o017 WA ANWRN2D TUDW 2°WRY N7 DAWAT 112 2P 1M 727000 DR
NWAD) M2 1" 1 W1TN2 3"Mwn %9 By 07277 270 7O IOV 1277 avva Al
DYaw 77N N22p 1L WIM KT R2D TNYY WPOR R1PWIW X127 TINTY (0N
LR T OMIDW QW IR’ TNT 9200 L TRN0 DRI AR 1NRA AnpRIw 9
nMN" 220372 ,79957 191 AWYA AR RIT 0D 57IN0 N2 I 77 01D X1

"N NYT AR 373 2naw™? 97 1971 A yPD2 N Nk

NARY °197 ,R)7 712707 WA 797 19K 77 019w ayuaw 3D AR 7700 K
T2 ANNT WY YA 1207w 0°0M0 7" W RO A2°M00 w1 mnunn
73 77 7127077 WY NDY NI X I 1T 12 13 .0Myn ORI 1190n°
XM ,MNPID °270 7277 0P P 9PN NN 71907 YW 20N MpYn
797077 117 TAAY 7917 0MID RPITW MY ARII 1921 .Mpon M"Y nnon s
DY 9927 PRYRY RIP IWR NAN" AWK QYD AWYW 10 PRIWSY 719) KA
LJNTPRR 71 om0 MTIR () 2109 2"'D) 2IRDM 37272 171 AT QAW AR ORI 212
0°271 °NR 720 NWIHA DMPWA PROwA R¥AI KD AW 171702 0% npRk 0N

.DIMYN 19INT? DRI 1311 210 NN KT R LT TAD 771w 20wn

$''2797 NIWRa S12INT TIT

nanon MWL X122 0°7°NY 12187 °127" 1w 782 ow T 1270 2" wna mIm
MO’ RIM M0 %D M0 T2 T ROW 12 XY INAY L,TWRR Ton R 01D
RIPR RANOAWY 178 11272 NP R¥A ROW 2"31 29017 w"maat v ",00nR
1"'3777 W P12 YR 772 X7 19R 021277 YW ARII DIRRY LWATR R 1D
119701 ,7"1277 SW 1P D2I¥A PIR TIT 12V O3 12X 717 0017 (7190 naw)
T3 2N 2VAWT KW ANTA MIPA NAMT PRI TN A0 PAR NTIPD2 XA 172
Wpan A0 ToNT PARY RMIN2 INDDR? NMOA? IR0 22w R LW ¥
PR QWA 022N a9 19 1w NDIRA TonaM 7150 IR Ywnan
NPIR [2WYH LAY TS TR0 PER 71252 Lapni NaovhY 790 o ORI

72 AnRY RD 1027 XOR ,0°97I02 1020702 A0V MIYH DRI 7R

M7 2RI PR WN7HY ANRY 12777 202 2" DY R DRW AR 7IM
NIWY ORI PIRD A9V 020w 007 "20Ixma CTwA D DR VR IRD Mwon
CI2IRIT NT W PR 2ANIW NRY 023w MW - AW R IR PIRD 1070y
7P AN 72707 PV 0157 NYWA NoOX *nan? 3"'wn IR pPnva 1T Rt

LI2IRIT TIT NYDIT 1AT? 721 N AN XMLy nawa

Doawa 7913 7782 N R L2, (10PN TR0 YWIT) 1IPD 23T TV D U
°927) XIP2 W97 72N VIAWA 777 7R 2" 1M1 20T NOWY IPY
(79 1°0 MwTnn NMW) MWD 12777 27272 3 .() PIDD 1 P19 R T
PTNY 2°VIAWT NIWY OX PIVA (2 ,P PPITII0) PRNT RO IN2? TR MROW
o2Wwo PN ond W ML PNV 0D PARD CIR 17 P 1217 200 b
07 0MW3 TR °12W ,0W NN NVW? O IR W02 17T W50V ,RA%
0772 01P7 7127077 W2 WIPW 0°210 XD’ 2P 1907 MY PNy om

CANWRN2D U A2WRY

RT3 719107 WITTM PR M2PWNRY Nnvan
D7 7799 190, WOMNINDW YA 997 277

712907 WITIMY 230377 112 2''annT nnow

YD 72 WRY",(1D:R IYW?) 230D T DAY QPRMP UKW YW 7' NNwona
NPIWwnT WIea 2"anaa ghYa AT oo oM ",amnas PRy mIwRNad
PIMA? RN TOYY 7OMRY UORw XM LR wirn (3" R"D 1I170I0)
IWORY M19772 27,0 %07 M0 'Y OR 3 T R0AY IWOK XY 000w

.7203NIW MR 7197077 WY

7P 21RPNM DI 9o KO0 ANWwD 00 0% AR ,aw a"anng v
M IR PR AT RPW 72721 - WRI? MR WM 72000 70 WK 0y
M 19 MR RYT TMON MO AN ,AWR 19 27PN RITT WORA 737 - 10T
TIVXIW 9% ,07WH NTNT PPT N2 RIANY IWOR OR 1D MRN KD ORW AW
WY MRV 10 12w 7Y 3Mpm L0010 93 DY TIn0 ann TR DI 1w
PD0 K2 77 711 ,"PTNT Y 77 XP? 19 MR 797N PRV AWK T
77091 TNanY aw anpwnt amoT 7270 ,07R *12 M2Y T0an° RT3 90w
TPV .5"9Y XM 7277 D°PI0D 7T INANW D ,PWAT K2 2197 aNnIT H7AM
2" P20 DWW ROX (X7 177730 2 79) AN Jawna oA pos ot

'VA0m R AT

nDX2 7oIMEN DM

POV MY MR AR ", Y707 TR 127" 2NoW A MR 11NRTR 1PN
DY a1 WY ORp XWX L[A"A00 ,1"037 ,1"3777 22120 191] P50 N WTR
1212 NYT T TR TIN0 207 TIM0 aw 177 ar1” A7 2197 2"Wwn Y XX W PV
T PV L,AWYAY 1327 A0 T DP1oma L[N9X mom 1377 Mo 191] "M
,7127M07 WM 1003 19X 2"2277 2727 0 HYw 27 72 °"n 120 A0 10T jara
X2 2"2m77 0w 1"277707 020 TR AWYA? 12 MWY? ITIRA 922 10 XM
.27 27" DYXAY AN 922 TAING R ,AWYAT 19 12 WIW 173X vhmn 1

MW? 9¥ ,aw PITII0 22 2"anT 1272 WA 112777 2R IR K230 KT
*2°"77] 2w 2173 NOX 31 110 ["221277 07 PRI 0" anow] AT
DU AW QdMAW %97 a7 A%V XYY .MIDIP 1T NT2 2°0m0 o [0
3A2077 RDY 5721 %9 DRI 221812 STV %D DX 9RW .07aY 0200 KY [AM290nn]
AW R0 AP NWHA 79 WIPT KOV ONYT H03a% 72WN ANIRI NN 2N
aw 777 aRY D PA207 OR\Y ORP 'YAT IR 027 37 200w AW 12wn
RI7T 7192 7277 ,191 Y797 T8 PR AT 927 23 XY ORTI KM ,"91 70 201 N
779 RDOWD RY 1MEY RITW 11791 2R XWX 'VI27 T 12771 2"wn 2"y XX,

"y, wYn MR WY PR

WY LYW WPW 1097 8"V 2"an Y wTn 7% 112777 Awpnn 2"
5" TR 0 By awynab MR XYW 2"an0n wwn 1%y YR DPwIR monw
AR D277 JawnT W02 1020 2NOW PRIAY WY ,aW WD TwRna 13700
072132 IR TPWAT 2107 R WPOR MW VIR 100 001 N1 779y N0 N
D7°NY JAIRT 7127 1M WA K12 °109 DINR TA0N TR0 XTI L5 127N
D7 TIND 172 7 ROW T2 XD 1N ,wan 7on K12 0100 mnanhn mwy R1ab
,7102N1 MY 27932 77307 WA MWITA2 MR N .02INR T0Y XM T
VR DPWIP TINAY IWORY L2102 3230w 112 T2 N0 XRW 10 R IR
.99V 9977 TI% 927 PODA 2NIY MIWAT WO 2NDW 71 DY 740 X2 an7m

TR0 WIMM UTUR 2% Rab 7onyh

N"MWA DIRRY ,22070 TR’ MBY XIT TPIR RIWD XPW PONOMAD 2N 12770
77 NPRT AR L9 0w 1272 19 Ll (MR PaR 7"7 A'Y 70 1"n) o"'nn
1D NAWI 7701 IR DD TMR 7YY 19132 WPOR 79V KD 29wn 0D 1077
TINANT V"3 7 PTRTNI DA MW 2IRDM 172 72vnD wawm 7 IRwIm ,aw
RIT TRY 127 WP 7132 NAW3 WaAPNN na 770 7WwAT ara) A awa
RIT OR 7"Y07 I N2PWT MR 1277 707 R LIRS RN MM TR 939

.9"0y ,ORIW 00 DR TN’ RITY,0MID

Ma7Aw A5 (T NIX 0 20 PITI0 N30R) 'Y W' 9902 UKD I
W'TMAT AWRM N0 717 AYIRNT WA WOR RWI KPITT YAWH DONNNT
YR L2 PIN? 2021 .ADIRAT AT 2T AR 02 2130 ¥R PR anb BUer
q132 X2’ ORI, 7133 IR 1202 ,°12°37 07391 '2 ROR X027 ¥PPRT 1910 ONAR ow2




