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continued from pg 4

ngjﬂns ‘-‘Sy The next day, after giving his

shiur, Reb Avrohom Yehoshua inquired if anyone in
the shur lived near Reb Elya Baruch. A talmid, Rabbi
Dovid Perkovitz, came forth and offered to carry
out the shlichus. Reb Avrohom Yehoshua handed
him a small scrap of paper which tersely laid out the

following answer:

Were two women to convert to Judaism, one
Englishwoman and one PakiStani, would they be
considered of “two nations”? Of course not! Once
they converted, they are both full-fledged Jews.
Perforce we must conclude that only due to the specific
prohibition again$t marrying Egyptian women do they
retain a separate §tatus after their conversion. If so,
this would be true only as long as the prohibition is
in effect; but if the woman were to be permitted, she
can no longer be considered of “another nation.” A
permitted Egyptian is no different from any natural
Jewess or convert. Hence, the Egyptian X0 N9 would
not be considered an “Egyptian” woman, she would
be a full-fledged Jewess; whereas the Egyptian woman
who remains forbidden would be considered “of
another nation.”

Accordingly, these two natural Egyptians are, through
the lens of Halacha, to be considered of “two different
nations.” The X0 N2’ is a full-fledged Jewess and only

9]

the other one is an “Egyptian.

Reb Avrohom Yehoshua’s yesod can be found in the
Rambam. The Rambam (Issuret Biah 12:17) writes:

21 77N PW MK 29 300V 192271 1AW 0710 o0 9
37 9391 027 NAR AR 2R IR 127 927 ORI 17 000
oM 7272 PRRY AY2IRD 7N 01 TR ' Papa 01972 1M
777 QTR IR PPANWI IR MINIRAY DITRI DX IR NV

5P AR PIYH RPR 027 937 HRAWD R,

Whenever any of the gentiles convert and accept all the mitzvos in
the Torah, or a servant is freed, they are considered as Fews with
regard to all matlers. .. except for four nations: Ammon, Moab,
Egypt, and Edom. When a person from one of these nations
converts, he is like an Israelite with regard to all matters with the
exception of marriage within the Jewish community.

Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro z#”7 pointed out that
the Rambam is essentially saying that the prohibition
again§t marrying someone from these nations conStitutes
a limitation to their conversion. Although inherent
in a conversion is the permission to marry within the
Jewish community, these conversions of these people
are incomplete, and do not permit the convert to marry
withing the community; regarding marriage, it is as if
they did not convert, and are §till gentiles.

If not for the Rambam’s wording, one would have
assumed that their conversion is the same as all other
except that they have a separate prohibition againSt
marrying a Jew; but the Rambam indicates (by use of
the word “y” and by adding 1" &9X 927 3% XD
%12 nX°3) that regarding marriage their conversion is
incomplete.

This explains why a woman who is forbidden is
considered of a different nation despite her conversion,
because regarding marriage her conversion was not
completed.

A source to this can be found in a Gemara in Meseches
Yevomos (77b). Referring to a besulah who comes from
two nations, the Gemara asks, 7Y "W R X1 — what
is the definition of “a besulah who comes from two nations?
NONNY RWIW 1Y RR — If you say this refers to the daughter
of a male Ammonite who married a_female Ammonite, >3 >R
TNy — what is meant by the Slatement that she comes from two
nations? NMINM M2APN 1PNOR D217 — ot alludes to the law that
the male Ammonites are prohibited but the female Ammonites are
permitted. ..

Here the Gemara spells out that although both are
Ammonites, the ones who are permitted and the ones
who are prohibited are referred to as “two nations.”
This demonétrates that it is the prohibition that creates
the Status of “another nation.” 3
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THE JEWISHNESS OF AN EGYPTIAN

A Torah Exchange Between Rav Elya Boruch z”’1
and Rav Avrohom Yehoshua shlita

Rabbi Hillel Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

Rav Eliyahu Baruch Finkel 2/ once met Rav Avrohom
Yehoshua Soloveitchik shfita at a wedding: In an effort to
engage Reb Avrohom Yehoshua, Reb Eliyahu Baruch
declared that he had a queStion which nobody in this
generation 1s capable of answering. Reb Avrohom
Yehoshua’s intere§t was piqued.

Reb Eliyahu Baruch’s queStion was
on the Minchas Chinuch in this week’s
parsha. In the mitzva of XN N, the
Minchas Chinuch says that someone
who takes an Egyptian IR0 19> may
continue living with her even after
the original encounter. Accordingly,
one can be married to an Egyptian
woman in a permissible manner.

Fregt Reb Elya Baruch:

The Gemara in Kiddushin (68a) proves from a passuk
that 1R %2712 PODIN PP — kiddushin can take effect
with a woman who is forbidden by a mitzvas lo saaseh.
The passuk says: TR DART QW1 DY WR? P70 O
XY naR, If a man has two wives, one beloved and
one despised...? D17 2197 ARIW W 22 — Now, is there a
“despised” wife before Hashem?! Hashem would not label a
woman as “despised” simply because of her husband’s
feeling towards her. 77X 721K "72R" KOR — rather;
“beloved” means that this wife’s marriage is considered favorable
by Hashem; 7RW°12 AORNIW AR — and “despised” means
that the other wife’s marriage is despised by Hashem [because
the marriage itself is sinfull; XYM WARPY — and, nevertheless,
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the Hashem says in the Torah, 700 %3 — If a man “has” two
wwes... Hence, we see that despite the woman being
forbidden to the man, she is §till considered his wife.

The Gemara goes on to challenge this proof. Perhaps
the passuk alludes to a woman who is only forbidden
with a mitzvas aseh?

The Gemara answers that the passuk cannot be
discussing a woman who is forbidden with a positive
commandment (such as an Egyptian woman). Because
which of those subject to a positive commandment can
be the actual case of the passuk? nyaxn 70w X — If
both wives mentioned in the passuk are Egyptian, DWW 17°NW
— both marriages are “despised,” since both are prohibited.
Who, then, is the “beloved” wife? X
DP9RIW NARY N°8) DR — If one of the
wiwes 15 Egyplian and one (the “beloved™
one) 1s fewish — that cannot be the
case under discussion, because W
Y2 AR QYA DWW — the passuk is
discussing a case where two wives come
from the same nation.

The Gemara is clearly §tating that
there is no scenario in which one
wife is permitted (“beloved”) and one wife is forbidden
(“despised”) to him by a positive commandment, if
both wives hail from the same nation. But according to
the Minchas Chinuch, this scenario would seem possible!
One can be married to two Egyptian women, one a N9
XN and one an ordinary Egyptian. The X0 09> who
is permitted to him would be X132 727X while the
other one would be AX1W on account of the positive
commandment not to marry an Egyptian. And yet
they are both Egyptians, from the same nation!

Reb Elya Baruch felt that this is such a §trong challenge
the chiddush of the Minchas Chinuch that nobody in our
time is capable of answering it!

continued on pg 3
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