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OPENING WINE BOTTLES ON SHABBOS

UNCORKING A BOTTLE:

The cork may be removed with a
corkscrew (Fig. 1) since the bottle was
already open at the top; the cork is
inserted with the intent to subsequently
remove it. Therefore, removing the cork
is simply reopening an old opening,
which is mutar' One need not be
concerned that the cork may break in
the process, as the cork is a k’li musteki which may be de$troyed
for a Shabbos need. Similarly, the foil cover over the cork may
be removed, even by using the pull tab, since this is a de§tructive
keriah, which is permitted for a Shabbos need.

CoRrAVIN WINE SYSTEM:

The Coravin Wine Sy§tem (Fig. 2) has a
very thin hollow needle which is inserted
through the cork. After insertion, the
wine is poured by depressing the trigger.
This allows wine to flow through the
needle, and, at the same time, injects
argon gas into the bottle to displace the wine. This gas keeps
the wine fresh, since no oxygen ever comes into contact with
the wine. When the needle is removed, the cork expands to
fill the space occupied by the needle, resealing the bottle. This
device can be used on Shabbos.” The argon capsules may also
be replaced on Shabbos.?
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