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THE WEEKLY VAYECHULU RITUAL
S0 DRIY 921 YIRD DY 1937

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

People who daven a lengthy Shemoneh Esrei on Friday night
often miss the opportunity of reciting Vayechulu with the
tzibbur. Sometimes they approach a fellow congregant and ask
him to recite it together with them. This monograph will not
criticize this practice, only question it.

The Gemara (Shabbos 119b) states that even an individual who
davens Friday night must recite Vayechulu, for Rav Hamnuna
said: Whoever davens Friday night and says Vayechulu becomes
a partner to HaKadosh Baruch Hu in the act of Creation.
The passuk reads: 191 — and (the heavens and the earth) were
completed; but it should not be read 1977, but rather 19371 — and
they [Hashem and the reciter] completed the heavens and the
earth.

To fulfill the requirement to recite Vayechulu every Friday night,
it was incorporated into Friday night's Shemoneh Esrei. Since
when Yom Tov falls on Shabbos we do not recite Vayechulu in
the Shemoneh Esrei, it was instituted to recite Vayechulu after
Shemoneh Esrei as well, thereby ensuring that it is never omitted
(see Tosfos Pesachim 106a, Rosh ibid, and Tur OC 268).

Another reason to repeat it after Shemoneh Esrei is to be motzi
someone who cannot recite it on his own (Tur ibid).

The reason it is vital that Vayechulu should never be omitted,
and that everyone should get to say it, is because “it is a great
testimony” (Sefer HaManhig). The Tur (ibid) explains that it
is the custom to recite Vayechulu out loud, in unison, and in
a standing position, because it is “testimony that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu created the world, and testimony needs to be recited
together and in a standing position.”

The Shulchan Aruch repeats the words of the Tur almost

verbatim:

MIR OAIR PRY NAwa N1raY YN 210 0P 01w 171571 712 01N

ND7 172°0) T21YA1 07 2192 MR DR,V TY 1PRW 21 KXY O3 195N3
(TPYO

It appears that with the words Tnyn1 o1 Y1p3a, the Shulchan
Aruch is not offering an independent reason for reciting
Vayechulu a second time after Shemoneh Esrei, just a reason for

why it is said out loud and in unison at that time. It would also
seem that way from the Mordechai.!

Nevertheless, the classic commentaries to the Shulchan Aruch
assume that this is an independent reason for the public recital
of Vayechulu after Shemoneh Esrei. Accordingly, the Taz writes:

TV, N1ITY PRTLI91071 71mY Ann PR YY5nnn 17N Y AR 10 Yl
1127 XY ,NNIRY 00 ¥ OR1.07WY 1207 ,072pnY 7ynd 11°va nnthw
(N 1UP 7°Y0 NDT A0 T70) 2771VY IR 12,1710 R71PI RYR,N1ITY OWH

He rules that only a minyan of men should recite Vayechulu a
second time after Shemoneh Esrei, but not an individual. This
does not contradict the Gemara that explicitly states that an
individual should recite Vayechulu, since the Gemara is talking
about during Shemoneh Esrei.?

The Gemara (Shabbos ibid.) also mentions that by saying
Vayechulu one’s sins are expiated. Many reasons are given for
this. According to some, it is intertwined with the “testimony”
aspect of the mitzvah.*

The Poskim take the “testimony” aspect of saying Vayechulu so
literally that the Magen Avrohom asks why we say it in unison
if witnesses are supposed to say their testimony one after the
other.

To fulfill the obligation of reciting Vayechulu with the tzibbur,
the Pri Megadim advises that one should take special care to
daven with a minyan on Friday night:

,N1”2pNY N1TY WY1 71X Y ,1915°10Y0A 01,111 INKR 1777 Naw 97921991
INIRWI WITPI TIAYY PANIY 17,07 Y1 ....9R W7 212 TIN2 PN TP 11
711 N7331 WWI RY OR ,MITY T2 PRT,ATY OY0 Y0 PR, TR 19197
1P 97 IR,

While all the Poskim discuss only saying Vayechulu with a

minyan, the Mishnah Berurah writes:

n°n° B”oY1 N7apnY T°YnY 11°Va NRYW ATYT 112X NP2 ANIX 1117 2101
.0’1wa

I am unaware of any source predating the Mishnah Berurah
which mentions two people saying it together without a
minyan. But due to the popularity of the Mishnah Berurah, it
has become quite widespread to seek out a second person with
whom to say Vayechulu.

The Chazon Ish disagrees; he says it is unnecessary to seek out
a second person. In fact, the Chazon Ish says that doing so may
give the impression that Creation is an obscure fact to which
one needs to “bear witness.”

The Mishnah Berurah also says, in the name of the Pri

continued on pg 4
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continued frompg 3 Megadim, that since

nb’ﬂns nsy it is important to recite Vayechulu

with a minyan, one should hurry through his Shemoneh Esrei if
necessary, so not to miss saying it with a minyan.

The Chazon Ish takes issue with this ruling as well. He says that
davening a long Shemoneh Esrei has a strong foundation in the
Talmud, whereas saying Vayechulu with a minyan does not.
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It would seem that someone who consistently davens a long
Shemoneh Esrei and then consistently seeks out a partner to
recite Vayechulu would find himself at odds with both the
Mishnah Berurah and the Chazon Ish. The Mishnah Berurah
would disapprove of his lengthy Shemoneh Esrei, and the Chazon
Ish would disapprove of his seeking out a partner with whom to
testify about Creation.
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