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THE ROSH YESHIVA’S KASHYA
ON THE MARCHESHES

In Sukkah (19a) we are taught: N310 11771 210N 1 RXPN HOD.
In attempting to explain the meaning of this vague din, the
Gemara cites four different explanations. According to the
fourth of these - as understood by Rashi — the halachah is
teaching us a distinction between two types of
disqualifications commonly found in schach:
“schach passul” — material which is invalid to be
used for covering the sukkah, and “avir” — empty
air space. Although an area of less than three
tefachim of either of these doesn’t invalidate
an otherwise kosher sukkah, the din at hand
informs us that one can fulfill his obligation of
yeshivas sukkah (such as sleeping within the
sukkah, to use the Gemara’s example) beneath
an area such size of the former but not of the latter. This,
however, requires an explanation. An area of less than three
tefachim of avir is kosher because of the principle of “lavud”,

i.e. the space is so insignificant that it is considered closed.
Why, then, does lavud close the gap vis-a-vis the kashrus of
the sukkah yet not in regard to yeshivas sukkah beneath it?
Granted, the “imaginary” schach of lavud may not be kosher
schach in the strict sense, but it shouldn’t be worse than schach
passul, which, as mentioned, may be used for yeshivas sukkah
under the very same circumstances.

) . An answer to this question is provided by the
"} great Rav Henoch Eiges in his classic work,
Marcheshes (1:17:4). He cites the principle
of the Ran (Sukkah 18a) that one may not
simultaneously utilize two mn3Yn, novel
abstract *1on nwnY M3%n which supersede the
normative rules of physical space, to render a
sukkah kosher. The Marcheshes assumes that
the halachah cited at the beginning of this
discussion, which is the basis of the heter to
fulfill yeshivas sukkah under a minimal area of schach passul, is
such a »1on nwnY n3n. To allow for the same yeshivas

continued on pg 3

SHMINI ATZERES -

M’y TAKING IT ALONG

In explanation of the nature of the yom tov of Shemini Atzeres,
Rashi quotes Chazal's observation that the term “atzeres”
means a withholding. Although Bnei Yisrael expect to return
to their homes upon the completion of the holiday of Sukkos,
Hashem declares that He cannot, so to speak, bear to part from
them after such an elevated period of closeness and therefore
requests that they remain in Yerushalayim for one additional
day of enjoying their company before taking leave of them.
Hence, on this eighth day we celebrate an atzeres, a restraint
from leaving from before Hashem.

This explanation, however, begs the question: How will one
additional day of proximity ameliorate the difficulty of parting
from Bnei Yisrael's company? Won't that additional day of
heightened intimacy only intensify Hashem’s love for us and
make the leavetaking all the more painful?

Perhaps the answer lies in the sentiment expressed in the
following anecdote. An eyewitness described being present as
the famed Kovno Rov, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spector zt”], took
leave of his sukkah upon the final day of Sukkos. Tearfully, the
Rav approached the four walls of the structure and lovingly
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planted a kiss upon each one in turn. He then concluded by
turning his attention to the schach above and, in a torrent of
emotion, declared, “I'm not truly departing from you, my dear
tzeila d’heimnusa, for you will be joining me in my home for the
rest of the year.”

A second anecdote demonstrates that such feelings can be
achieved in our own day and age as well. A yeshiva bachur was
winding down a multi-year tour of learning in Eretz Yisrael in
one of its great yeshivas. Before leaving, he made certain to
schedule one last visit to the Kosel HaMa’aravi to take leave of
this holy place. Standing before the ancient stones over which
he had so frequently shed so many tears, he found himself
addressing Hashem, “Ribbono shel Olam, how can I bring
myself to part from a land in which I can readily access so much
kedushah? What will be of my relationship with You, without
having the Kosel standing right before me, inspiring me to
reach out and connect with You?” To his surprise, a response
wasn’t long in coming. A friend, who had been standing aside
him and had overheard his consternation, leaned over and
whispered to him, “You may not be able to bring the Kosel back
to America with you, but the hashra’as HaShechinah - that you
certainly can!”

There is sanctity in space and there is sanctity in time. Just as
continued on pg 4
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nﬁ’n ngy continued from pg 2 sukkah under a minimal area of avir, we would need to first invoke the halachah of lavud to

transform the avir into schach passul, and then the halachah at hand to allow yeshivas sukkah underneath it.

According to the Ran this is not allowed, and thus we can understand our gemara’s ruling.

The difficulty with this resolution is that there is no known source, either in Shas or Rishonim, to support this assumption that
our halachah is a counterintuitive *1°0n nwn% nd%n. On the contrary, the idea that an insignificant area would be nitfal - subsumed
— within the status of the larger area would seem to be a sevarah, a logical concept. The Ran wouldn’t object to combining a na%n
»1"on nwnY with a sevarah.

Let us, therefore, propose another resolution to our question. We had assumed that a space of lavud isn’t worse than schach passul.
Perhaps this is not so - for the following reason: The primary function of schach is to provide “tzeil”, shade. While, of course, the
Torah delineates which materials are halachically acceptable for providing the necessary tzeil, the reality remains that tzeil can be
physically produced by any material covering which is draped over the sukkah. It is for this reason that when an insignificant area
of the schach is passul one can still fulfill his obligation of yeshivas sukkah underneath it, as he is in any event beneath a source
of shade. Avir, on the other hand, while considered a closed area due to lavud, cannot by any stretch of the imagination be viewed
as producing shade. Consequently, an insignificant amount of it, while not ruining the overall kashrus of the sukkah, cannot be
utilized for yeshivas sukkah, as the individual beneath it isn’t enveloped by tzeil of any sort.
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the kedushah of the sukkah and of the Kosel can be siphoned and captured in the elevated

atmosphere of the Jewish home, so too the kedushah of the chag HaSukkos, can — and must — be taken with

us into the ensuing year. Shemini Atzeres provides us that opportunity. The focus of this independent yom tov is to contemplate

and thus internalize all that we have grown over the course of the preceding week, concretizing it within ourselves. By carrying our

newly deepened relationship with Hashem into the relative mundanity of the months ahead, we do indeed temper the bittersweet
pain of His leavetaking. Because, after all, we aren’t truly leaving Him behind.

Adapted from nixy 2270w - n17ix0 0210 by Rabbi Yehudah Meir Hirsh




