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MINCHA-MAARIV AND SELICHOS

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Rema (7”9pn 1m°0) mentions that whoever leads the
congregation in saying Selichos should also lead all tefillos of the
day. The source of this halachah is the Kol Bo: It is the custom
that the one who leads Selichos leads Maariv preceding Selichos and
Shacharis after Selichos as well.

The Levush explains that the reason for this is the rule of
“1Mm3 19 IR MXN2 ’NNnn” - someone who starts doing a
mitzvah is expected to complete it. This reason is echoed by the
Ateres Tzvi.

However, as the Elyahu Rabba points out, according to this
reason only the tefillos which follow Selichos would become the
responsibility of the one who led Selichos, but not those that
precede Selichos. This obviously cannot be reconciled with the
Kol Bo above.

What about the Maariv that follows Selichos? Since Maariv
belongs to the next day, logically it would also not be his
responsibility.

The Magen Avrohom writes that the one who leads Selichos
should also lead Shacharis, Minchah and Maariv. As pointed
out by the Elyahu Rabba, this is quite perplexing. Since the
Magen Avrohom cites the Levush’s reason of “mixna Ynnnn
212 0 MIR,” he certainly cannot be referring to Maariv of the
night before. And since the following Maariv already belongs to
the next day, why would that be part of the “11m17?

The Beis Meir and the Chasam Sofer suggest that since Maariv
is in lieu of the 0’71791 1R, which was the completion of the
day’s korbanos, in that sense Maariv is also considered the
completion of the day’s tefillos.

Alternatively, the Magen Avrohom can be explained quite
simply. The source for the Magen Avrohom is the Machzor
Maaglei Tzedek. This Machzor, published over four centuries
ago, contains many important halachos and is cited extensively
by the Magen Avrohom.

continued on pg 3

VA’ANACHNU KOR’IM U’MASHTACHAVIM...
Rabbi Moshe Maimon, Machon Aleh Zayis

One of the highlights of our avodah on Yom Kippur must
certainly be the part of Chazaras haShatz where the Chazzan
reaches the description of the scene in the
Beis Hamikdash when the Kohen Gadol
would utter the Shem Hameforash, oranon...
n7Tva o Tmwn oy “‘when the Kohanim and the
people standing in the Azarah would hear the
Shem Hameforash issue from the mouth of the
Kohen Gadol...”

We too, attempt to relive that awesome
experience, and we prostrate ourselves
along with the Chazzan; timing our bow to
coincide with the Chazzan’s recitation of 1n...
o INnwn1 oY “they would bow and prostrate
themselves and proclaim, Baruch Shem K'vod
Malchuso l'olam va'ed!”

This recitation is based on the Mishnah in
Yoma (6:2) which makes specific mention
of the bowing of the omdim bAzarah at
the Kohen Gadol's uttering of the Shem

T S

RECENT TITLES

Dovid Segal — “Cohen Gadol”
Oil on board — Private collection

Hameforash, and the implication is clear that this was a special
occasion, experienced only on this holiest day of the year, in the
holiest place of all, the Beis Hamikdash.

Yet, asks R' Yaakov Emden in his Lechem Shamayim, why
indeed was this so special an occasion? Don’t we know, based
on the Gemara in Sotah (38a), that the
Shem Hameforash was mentioned in the
Beis Hamikdash every single day of the year
during Birchas Kohanim? Presumably, all
the omdim b’Azarah would drop to their
knees and prostrate themselves daily during
Birchas Kohanim at the mention of the Shem
Hameforash. What indeed is so special about
the avodah on Yom Kippur in this regard?

The answer, says the Yaavetz, is to be found
in an observation of the Arizal. The Mishnah
does not say when the Kohen Gadol would
mention the Shem Hameforash,” but rather,
“when the Shem Hameforash would leave the
mouth of the Kohen Gadol.” On Yom Kippur
a striking phenomenon would unfold before
the multitudes gathered in the Azarah.
Instead of the Kohen Gadol saying the Shem

continued on pg 3
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The practice that the one who leads Selichos should lead
“Shacharis, Minchah, and p

Maariv” can be

found in

l‘g!bi l“"ﬂﬁmw’nzv:—y re
mnﬁnrﬂzmwmmnwmw ny

In light of this, we can assume that the Maaglei Tzedek wasn’t
saying that the one who leads
the Selichos must also lead
Minchah AND Maariv. Maariv

the Maaglei Tzedek on page
200. On the previous page
(p. 199), the Maaglei Tzedek ' | |
states: “From the first day of = |
Selichos, Minchah and Maariv

w%mn * prEoRREnE B IZ Y
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for sure belongs to the next
day, and should not be part of
the “min1 1% ok But if and
when Minchah and Maariv

wrny
1 VPEITOMAPTE D3 NEY DUFR VA K A

are davened together (i.e., one
after another, without a break
in between) until the first day
of Chol Hamoed Pesach, when

are combined, as he stated on

the previous page, the Maaglei

Tzedek was saying that the

np# oy mﬁamm mww {

one who leads Selichos also

leads Shacharis and Minchah-

they start davening Minchah

v s e e

bl

b

early and they wait with Maariv
until it gets dark.”

When Minchah and Maaariv are combined in this way, the same
person usually leads both of them. That is how it is done today
in shuls which allow “Minchah-Maariv.”

Maariv; he is expected to lead
“  Minchahbecauseheissupposed
to complete the tefillos of that day, and since Minchah-Maariv
were combined into one unit, the same person automatically
also leads Maariv.

Hameforash, the Shem Hameforash would emanate from the
throat of the Kohen Gadol on its own - 11171 71N1 N12772 NOW.

Accordingly, continues the Yaavetz, the bowing of the omdim
b’Azarah was in response to this awesome spectacle. Throughout
the year the mention of Hashem’s name by the Kohanim would
indeed warrant reverence, as well as the response of Baruch
Shem Kvod Malchuso. The act of prostration, however, was
reserved Yom Kippur when the mention of Hashem’s name
would issue directly from the Shechinah, and not from the
Kohen Gadol.

Rav Yehuda Ayyash, author of V’zos L'Yehuda on the avodah of
Yom Kippur, however, rejects this solution. Citing the Arizal
himself, R' Yehuda points out that the Beis Hamikdash was
unique in that any mention of the Shem Hameforash in the
Beis Hamikdash would always emanate from the Shechinah
itself. As the Passuk says (Shemos 20:21) of the avodah in the
Beis Hamikdash, 7"n3721 7Y% Xax "nw nNx 131X WK 01pn Y33, Any
place where I will mention my Name, I will come and bless you.
Some mefarshim understand this passuk to be a grammatical
anomaly; “I will mention” should really be understood to mean,
“You will mention,” yet according to the Arizal, the passuk
should be taken completely literally.

Therefore, concludes R' Yehuda, there really was nothing
unique about the Yom Kippur bowing at the mention of the
Shem Hameforash, and the Mishnah only makes mention of
it because it is detailing the complete order of the day in the
Bais Hamikdash. Perhaps it is mentioned because there were
more people crammed into the Beis Hamikdash on Yom Kippur
than any other time--indeed necessitating the miracle of o1
0°M117 0INNWA1 0°919X - but according to R' Yehuda Ayyash, the
procedure was essentially the same as any other day when it
came to the mention of the Shem Hameforash.

The Rashash, on the other hand, maintains that the Mishnah
in Yoma does indeed indicate a special occurrence for Yom
Kippur, contrary to the understanding of the V’zos Lyehuda.
Basing himself on an inference from a Tosfos, the Rashash

explains that the when the Gemara in Sotah says that the Shem
Hameforash was only used in the Beis Hamikdash up to the
times of R' Shimon HaTzaddik, it is referring specifically to the
Shem Hameforash of Birkas Kohanim, The Shem Hameforash
of Yom Kippur, on the other hand, continued to be used in the
Beis Hamikdash even after the death of R' Shimon HaTzaddik.
This is why the Mishnah in Yoma emphasizes the fact that the
omdim b’Azarah would prostrate themselves at the mention
of the Shem Hameforash; this Mishnah was written after the
death of R' Shimon Hatzaddik, and during this timeframe, it
was only on Yom Kippur that the Shem Hameforash would be
used in the Beis Hamikdash.

We may perhaps propose an alternative solution based on the
Gemara in Kiddushin (71a) which teaches us that the correct
pronunciation of the Shem Hameforash was preserved in
secrecy, only to be passed down on an individual basis to the
most worthy of the Kohanim, who in turn would guard it
in secrecy and purity. At this point, the Gemara quotes the
testimony of Rav Tarfon who describes how he himself learned
the secret pronunciation. He hid behind the Kohen Gadol during
one Birkas Kohanim and overheard him quickly and discreetly
utter the Shem Hameforash while the other Kohanim sang the
Birkas Kohanim in unison.

It seems plausible to suggest that Rav Tarfon’s description was
true of all the times the Shem Hameforash was mentioned
during the daily Birkas Kohanim in the Beis Hamikdash. Perhaps
the omdim b’Azarah who were present for Birkas Kohanim never
fully heard the Kohen Gadol mention the Shem Hameforash
because it was typically drowned out by the singing of the
Kohanim. Only on Yom Kippur when the Shem Hameforash
was mentioned during the Kohen Gadol’s sole recitation of the
viduyim, was it possible for all those present to hear it clearly and
distinctly. This is why the kor’im umishtachavim was to become a
unique part of the Yom Kippur service and so it remains to this
very day.
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