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BNEI KETURA
Based on The Minchas Chinuch on Milah by Rabbi Moshe Hubner
The Rambam (Issurei Biah 12:25) writes:

When Sancheriv, King of Assyria, arose, he blurred the identity of
all the nations by mixing them together. The ‘Egyptians’ who live
in the land of Egypt at present are of other nationalities; to the
same applies to the ‘Edomites’ who live in the field of Edom. Since
these four forbidden nations became intermingled
with all the other nations of the world, whom
Jews are permitted to marry once they convert,
all converts are permitted; for we operate on
the assumption that the person standing before
us comes from the majority. Therefore, in the
present age, in all places, whenever a convert
converts, whether he is an Edomite, an Egyptian,
an Amonite, a Moabite, a Kushite, or a person
from any of the other nations, whether male or
female, he or she is permitted to marry into the
Jewish nation immediately.”

With this introduction in mind, let us consider
the following:

Rambam (Hil.Melachim 10:8) rules that the
descendants of Keturah are still - even in modern

130 SR nvn oomesn bron en 303D MY DWIN
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The Shaagas Aryeh (49) says that this ruling of Rambam appears
to contradict the ruling we just cited above. When discussing the
laws of intermarriage, Rambam rules that we use the decree of
Sancheriv to ignore the official documentation and allow those
who convert to marry us. If so, how can we obligate someone
claiming to be a descendant of Keturah to be circumcised?

Rav Shmuel the son of the Noda B’Yehudah quotes the question
of the Shaagas Aryeh, and answers it with a very important yesod.

The rule of following the majority (especially in
a decision that results in a leniency) is a Torah-
based principle, and thus is applicable only to
the Jewish people, who may use a “majority”
to decide what to we should do. But we do not
extend this principle to non-Jews, and therefore
the non-Jews have no usable rule of majority;
when dealing with a non-Jewish issue, we must
consider the minority as well — even the smallest
possibility must be taken into account. It does
not matter that it is only a minor percentage.

Accordingly, the contradiction is resolved. The
prohibition to marry a convert from Amon or
Moav has been placed upon a Jewish person, who
is allowed to take the majority into consideration:

Erster Obepjecrist wnd Relig

times — obligated in the mitzvah of circumcision.
They are unique in that they are the only nations
of non-Jewish extraction to have this obligation.
Even the other descendants of Avraham, the
Yishmaelites, do not; however, Rambam adds, “Since at present
the descendants of Yishmael [who were not obligated originally]
have become intermingled with the descendants of Keturah,
they are all obligated to be circumcised.”

nﬂjn n%y Adapted from Asukei Shmatsa

by Rabbi Yosef Ostreicher

The Gemara (Taanis 4a) tells us that three people said things that can be called shelo
K’hogen (inappropriate and irresponsible): Eliezer Eved Avraham, Shaul HaMelech,
and the shofet Yiftach. Two (Eliezer and Shaul) merited to have their request granted
in a positive way, while the third (Yiftach) did not. The Gemara explains that Eliezer’s
promise that the girl who would fulfill his conditions would be the wife of Yitzchok was

irresponsible. What if the girl was an invalid, or blind?

Regarding Shaul’s promise that whoever would kill Golyas would be given the king’s

Verlag u Eigenthicm v. THolf Rascheles.Ivag.

since we are permitted to marry the majority of
the converted population, we may assume that
the person before us comes from that majority.

sz Frag.

But the obligation to circumcise is here being
placed upon a non-Jew. In that case, we do not factor in the rule
of following the “majority.” Therefore, since there is a chance -
even if it is a remote, minor chance - that this person might be
a descendant of Keturah, we must obligate him in circumcision.

daughter’s hand in marriage, the Gemara says that that too was irresponsible. That

man might be a slave, or perhaps a mamzer?

Tosafos (ibid. s.v. Yachol) asks: Why was the Gemara not concerned that in Eliezer’s case the girl would be a mamzeres? Tosafos

answers in the name of Rashi that the concept of mamzeirus came into being only at Matan Torah, so Eliezer did not have to be

concerned about that.

The Midrash Rabbah (60:3), quoted in Arvei Nachal (Chayei Sarah, drush 3), says an almost identical thing as the Gemara we
began with, but with variations. Midrash doesn’t say that perhaps the girl might be blind or have some other physical defect; the
Midrash says that she might be a shifchah Canaanis. According to the Midrash, Eliezer took a risk by not stipulating that the girl
be of proper status for his master’s son not just physically, but with regard to ancestry as well.

The Midrash and the Gemara disagree whether Eliezer was indeed supposed to be concerned that the woman might be ineligible
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continued from pg 2
to marry Yitzchok because of her family status.

The Nezer Hakodesh explains that the reason the Midrash was not satisfied with the Gemara’s analysis of the problem is that since
Eliezer was watching the people who came to the well, he knew not to ask a woman who had a physical defect for a drink, so there
was no risk of the girl being physically unfit. (This is based on the words of Tosafos, ad loc).

The Gemara,is not concerned with her being a shifchah Canaanis because such an occurrence was quite rare, and is considered a
RV N (the minority). The halachah is that one may go according to the the 211, so Eliezer did not have to be concerned about that
possibility.

The Gemara (Kesubos 14b) says that when dealing with an issue of permitted marriage, satisfying one rule of 211 is not enough; we
need two aspects. This is because of the rule known as kol d’parush merubba parush, kol kavua k’'mechtza al mechtza; the halachah
of 111 applies only if the question arose out of the object’s original place. If there is a question whether a particular stationary
woman is permitted to marry a kohein, we cannot use the basic halachah of 217. That is why we need two types of 211: one in case the
woman went to the man and we can therefore use her 21, since she was not stationary, and one in case the man went to the women,
rendering her a kevuah, exempt from the halachah of a11.

The Arvei Nachal uses this concept to explain the pesukim in our parshah. In our parshah, there is only one 117; how was Eliezer
confident that he would find a proper wife for Yitzchok with only one 211? The answer lies in the words of Eliezer’s request: “Hinei
anochi nitzav al ein hamayim, ubnos anshei ha'ir yotz'os lish'ov mayim, I am standing here by the spring of water, and the daughters
of the townsmen come out to draw water...” Why is that important? Because since he was standing there and the women were

coming to him, they were considered perushos; if so, one 211 was enough!




"AY .l(, SHABBOS AND THE
_‘Jf INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
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In recent years, as it has become more and more common to
travel to areas of safek, many sefarim have been written about
the International Dateline (IDL) and its effect on halachah.

According to the Chazon Ish, based on the Baal HaMaor in the
sugya, the world begins at namn nxp: approximately six hours
east of Yerushalayim, at the east coast of mainland Asia. Gedolim
before the Chazon Ish — Rav Alexander Moshe Lapidos and
others — also paskened this way.

A second shittah is formulated in nnrn 190 by
Rav Yechiel Michel Tukachinsky. According
to this shittah, Yerushalayim is the center of
the world, with 12 hours to its east and 12
to its west. This puts the dateline just west
of the continental USA. This shittah too was
supported by other Poskim, including Rav
Yosef Eliyahu Henkin.*

To fully analyze the various shittos is
obviously beyond the scope of this article. But
I would like to make a few points regarding
how we handle this issue today.

According to the Chazon Ish, Shabbos in
Japan (which is past the eastern coast of
Asia) is on the secular Sunday; according
to Rav Tukachinsky, Shabbos in Japan is on
Saturday. In Hawaii the situation is reversed:
According to Rav Tukachinsky, Shabbos is on the secular Friday,
whereas according to the Chazon Ish, Shabbos is on Saturday.
Because of the she’eilos involved, the Poskim strongly discourage
travel to these places during the two days in question.

Some contemporary Poskim suggest that when in doubt, let
minhag haolam decide.? Accordingly, since Japan has always
kept Shabbos on the local Saturday, the minhag would suggest
not following the Chazon Ish. However, this solution can and did
lead to contradictory practices.

In a fascinating teshuvah written by Rabbi Avrohom Ever
Hirshovitz in 1894 (Shu”t Bais Avrohom, #1), he tells us that
when he was traveling from Australia to San Francisco, his ship
passed through the Hawaiian Islands. Rav Hirshovitz tells us
that he arrived on what for him was Purim, and was shocked to
find the Jewish community there observing Taanis Esther. They
kept Shabbos on the American Saturday, when in Asia it was
Sunday. While apparently Rabbi Hershovits assumed, like Rav
Tukachinsky, that the halachic dateline was closer to the USA,

* The secular IDL has been arbitrarily placed in middle of the Pacific Ocean, avoiding any land mass. Obviously, this has no bearing on halachah.
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we see that the shittah of Rav Tukachinsky was not followed in
Hawaii; the minhag hamakom actually followed the Chazon Ish!
He asked his Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Elchanan zt”], what he should
do, and the response was that there was no clear-cut answer and
one must be machmir mi’safek to observe two days of Shabbos.

This problem plays itself out today with the Chabad community
keeping Shabbos only on Saturday both in Japan and in Hawalii,
and some of the visitors following suit. The rationale of following
the local minhag is not feasible where the same person will
contradict himself when he follows the local minhag of another
place . Although for an issur deRabbanan we can find leniencies,
it is unacceptable to follow the Chazon Ish in Hawaii and Rav
Tukachinsky in Japan, because qwn1 nnn he
will be naw Ynn in one locale. Furthermore,
even if one were two days in Hawaii (meaning
local Friday and Saturday), it would be
impossible to light candles on Friday which is
a melachah d’Oraysa.

Rav Yonason Shteif famously suggested
keeping Shabbos on the secular day based
on nptn: if a country is keeping Shabbos on
a certain day, then it must always have been
like that. However, there are actually several
instances where a calendar shift took place.
For example, Alaska had used the Russian
Saturday; but when the USA acquired it from
Russia in 1867, Saturday was moved back one
day to conform to the American calendar.
And as recently as nine years ago, American
Samoa, located in the Pacific near the IDL,
changed its calendar as well.

Perhaps we can suggest a solution to this problem based on the
shittah of Rav Yaakov Emden in Mor uKetzia (siman 344). He
suggests keeping Shabbos on the day when it is kept in the place
that a traveler comes from. That means that someone traveling to
Hawaii from the mainland USA should keep Shabbos on Saturday
and not on Friday, based on his prior chazakah, while someone
who travels to Japan from the Asian mainland should keep
Shabbos on Saturday and not on Sunday, as that is his chazakah.

Some take issue with this shittah, saying that if two people arrive
in Japan at the same time, one from the east and one from the
west, each might keep a different Shabbos, perhaps even in one
house!

Still, based on the concept of chazakah we can understand
this idea. If we hold that the halachah for these areas can’t be
determined and there is a true safek, then one would hold on to
his day as long as he hasn’t definitely crossed the line, based on the
principle of *RT1771 XX POO PR.

2 For example, see Piskei Teshuvos, Siman 344.
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