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DOES A MITZTA’ER NEED TO BE
MAAVIR SEDRAH

Adapted from Mincha Ketana by Rabbi Yaakov Yehoshua Juravel shlita

The Radvaz writes an interesting chiddush in one of his
teshuvos, (Chelek 3 Siman 867) saying that although there is a
mitzvah d’'Rabbanan to learn the sedrah of each week twice [and
the Targum once], someone who feels sick is patur from this

part in this mitzvah? The Rosh (Moed Koton 3:28) says that an
avel must be maavir sedrah, so it is clear that he holds that it
is not a framework within the mitzvah of learning Torah. But
it seems that the Radvaz disagrees; he asks that since a Jew is
obligated to learn Torah in his every spare moment, how can
there be a mitzvah d’Rabbanan to learn the sedrah that he is
already obligated by the Torah to learn? Therefore, it must be
just a rule as to how to conduct one's Torah study — that he must

mitzvah: 11 7100 RKINW VXA RYR R RY
71N YW QWY Mxn X°NY 12100, he says.
A man who finds it painful to sit in
the sukkah is not obligated to do so;
the halachah is that he is permitted
to eat elsewhere. And someone who
feels sick is not more obligated to the
mitzvah of talmud Torah than the
mitzta'er is to sitting in the sukkah.

But what’s the connection between
shnayim mikra and the sukkah? The
reason a mitzta'er is not obligated to
sit in the sukkah is not because the
Torah gave him a pass, but because for
him it is not “ke'ein taduru,” i.e., living
as comfortably as he does at home;
however, that would never release
anyone from a mitzvah d’Rabbanan.

The answer to this can be understood
based on the following chakirah:

When the Chachamim obligated a
person to be maavir sedrah, was it a
brand-new mitzvah to go and learn
the parshah, or was it a framework
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allocate some time for reading the

sedrah.

Based on this, we can understand the
Radvaz as follows. Someone who is
sick and must rest from his learning
to gain back his strength cannot be
obligated to be maavir sedrah, since
while his mitzvah is to allocate some of
his Torah-learning time to the sedrah,
yet right now his broader obligation
to learn Torah dictates that he must
rest from learning, including from
shnayim mikra.

In this way, then, it is similar to the
mitzvah of sukkah. The mitzvah is to
be as comfortable in the sukkah as in
one’s year-round dirah. The person
who is mitzta'er isn’t fulfilling that
mitzvah, so his mitzvah is not to be in
the sukkah. The Divrei Chaim (inyanei
Sukkah 10b) in fact says that such a
person actually fulfills the mitzvah
when he's out of the sukkah, because
that's part of making the sukkah into

within the existing realm of Torah study? There can be numerous
nakfa minos. For example, does one need to have kavanah to do
the mitzvah? Is it docheh other mitzvos? Do women have any

a dirah and not a jail. So too, the sick person who must rest from
his learning for the sake of talmud Torah is therefore patur from
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THE YAHRTZEIT OF ROCHEL IMEINU IN CHESHVAN
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

We have a tradition that Rochel Imeinu was nifteres on the 11th
of Cheshvan. The source is in >’nN1 1171 w1 at the beginning of
Parshas Shemos (1:6). Citing the (n p79) RWTN W1, N2 11721
records the birth dates of the twelve shevatim, corresponding
to the 12 months of the year: Reuven was born on 14 Kislev,
Shimon on 21 Teves, Levi on 16 Nissan, Yehuda on 15 Sivan,
Yissachar on 10 Av, Zevulun on 7 Tishrei,
Dan on 9 Elul, Naphtali on 5 Tishrei, Gad
on 10 Cheshvan, Asher on 20 Shevat,
Yosef on 1 Tammuz, and Binyamin on
11 Cheshvan. (Two shevatim were born
in each of Tishrei and Cheshvan; the
months of Adar and Iyar were reserved
for Menashe and Ephrayim.) Knowing
Binyamin’s birth date, we can conclude
that it is Rochel Imeinu’s yahrtzeit," since
she died in childbirth.

Rav Yehosef Schwartz? (1804-1865) writes in Pri Tevuah
that there was a minhag in Yerushalayim for some talmidei
chachomim and special people to go to Kever Rochel on
11 Cheshvan. When he asked them why they did this, they
responded that the sefer Seder Hadoros says (based on the
above Medrash) that is Rochel Imeinu’s
yahrtzeit. Rav Schwartz, however, was
convinced that there was a printer’s error
in that sefer, because Bereishes Rabbah
indicates that Rochel was nifteres in the
spring. Many meforshim in fact define
“yaxin n113” as the period after the rainy
season but before the hot summer. Rashi
(Bereishes 48:7) mentions Yaakov later
telling Yosef that there had been no
weather-related reason to bury Rochel on
the road, because the ground had been dry as it was

T30 nY. Obviously, that would not be the case in Cheshvan.

The Sifsei Chachomim in Parshas Vayishlach (Bereishes 35:16)
explains that although in Parshas Vayechi Rashi seems to
indicate that Rochel’s petirah was in the middle of the summer,
in Vayishlach Rashi says that the hot weather hadn’t set in yet,
so Yaakov couldn’t have been referring to the middle of the
summer. The Sifsei Chachomim concludes that it must have
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Rav Yehosef Schwartz

been early summer. The Pesikta Rabbasi (3:5) says that it was
between Pesach and Shavuos.

The Gemara (Megillah 17a) also indicates that Rochel’s petirah
occurred in the spring. The Gemara says that it took Yaakov
two years to return from Charan, Lavan’s home, to his father
in Chevron. He first spent a summer, a winter and a second
summer in Sukkos, and then another six months in Bais El.
Finally, at the end of that winter, he headed back home to
Yitzchok. Rochel was nifteres during that journey, so her death
had to have occurred in the Pesach season.

One may suggest that when the original source, which calls
the months by number and not by name,
says “the 11th of the second month,’
it is referring not to Cheshvan, but to
Iyar. This would fit in perfectly with the
weather being dry but not hot.

However, commemorating the yahrtzeit
of the minnx in the month of Cheshvan
has its sources. The Medrash (Esther 3:11)
tells us that until he reached Adar, Haman
was unable to find a month in which to
carry out his evil decree, because each
month had a special merit that protected Klal Yisrael: Nissan
the merit of Pesach, Iyar of Pesach Sheini, Sivan of Kabbalas
haTorah, Tammuz of Eretz Yisrael, etc. Cheshvan’s merit was
the petira of Sarah Imeinu. We can explain that Sarah’s petira
reminds Hashem of the Akeidah, since that is what precipitated

; it. According to most opinions, the
Akeidah took place in Tishrei, and the
Medrash says that Sarah didn’t find out
about it until a month later. (This is in
contrast to the opinion that Sarah was
nifteres right after the Akeidah.)

An interesting remez can be found in
the way we lein the parshiyos. The four
parshiyos that mention Sarah are Noach
(telling of her birth) through Chayei
Sarah (her petirah). These four weeks that
we read about Sarah Imeinu are precisely the four
weeks of the month of Cheshvan, echoing the Medrash that the
zechus of Sarah protects her descendants in this month.

* It is interesting to note that in our version of the xwTn w17 the line about Binyamin is missing;
the Medrash ends with Yosef. Another difference is that the Medrash doesn’t list the months by
name but by number, "y2awn wminn etc. 2 Rav Yosef Schwartz, originally from Germany, was a
talmid of Rav Avraham Bing zt”l. He came to Eretz Yisrael in the 1840’s and wrote many seforim
relating to the Land, among them Tevuos Shemesh, Pri Haaretz, and Pri Tevuah. His family had
a tradition that they descended directly from Yosef, and therefore he named his seforim after the
brachos that Yosef received from Moshe Rabbeinu. The name Schwartz (“black”) was based on the
color of Yosef’s stone (0N - onyx) on the Choshen.
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