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PLACING YITZCHOK ON THE ALTAR

Adapted from Sefer Avodas Halev Inspired by Prayer
by Rabbi Alexander Adams 91

The Torah describes the procedure Avraham used in preparing
his son for the sacrifice. First, he bound his son and placed
him atop the mizbeach. Only afterwards did he get ready to
slaughter him. This is a strange phenomenon. When one brings
a korban, he first slaughters it and only afterwards places it on
the mizbeach. Why in this instance did the placement on the
mizbeach precede the sacrifice of slaughtering?

One of the mizbeach’s unique qualities is that once an offering
was placed on the mizbeach, it remained on the mizbeach even
if it was unfit (provided that the disqualification occurred
after it was brought into the Bais Hamikdash). The Mishnah
(Zevachim 83a) refers to this halacha as 177 XY 19V DX, if they
went up (onto the mizbeach), they do not go down. Avraham
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was concerned that something would occur which would render
Yitzchok unfit to be a korban. To circumvent this, Avraham
placed Yitzchok on the mizbeach at the first opportunity, in
order to invoke this concept of 1771’ XY 19 DX.

Another possible explanation for Avraham first placing Yitzchok
on the mizbeach, can be
based on the requirement
that the shechitah take
place on holy grounds.
Normally, a korban can only
be slaughtered in the Beis
Hamikdash. Being that the
Akeidah took place on Har 2 )
HaMoriah (the future place
of the Bais Hamikdash)
before it was sanctified, it
was necessary for Avraham
to perform the shechitah on
the mizbeach, which is holy.
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