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PARSHAS NOACH WITH THE BOBOVER RUV X"05W
Reflecting The Light of The Rebbes of Bobov Vol. 3

by Rabbi Bentzion Twerski
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A well-known mesorah (tradition) of words repeated in

various places in Tanach that are connected concerns
the word 7iVn. In our parshah (Bereishis 8:3) it says
continually;

Jiom %0 - [And the waters] decreased
2iw1 7190 - [And the waters] returned
from off the earth continually. Also
(Bereishis12: 9), yion 1% - [And
Avram journeyed] going on still.
Finally (Bereishis 26:13), 1y 5711 7%
TXn 9737°2- and gained more and more,
until he became very wealthy.

Our sacred texts teach that everyone
must go through periods of ascent
and descent. Even the greatest of our
tzaddikim experience highs and lows
in their spiritual attainments. The Baal
Shem Tov taught that this concept is
alluded to in the words of the Navi (Yechezkel 1:14): x1 ninm
P130 N0 2iW1 X1 — And the living creatures ran and returned
like the appearance of a flash of lightning. The Jew, with his soul
hewn from the Divine throne, cannot remain stationary for
an extended period of time. At times he climbs high, at other
times he falls, like the flames of a fiery
furnace that leap from its opening and
then recede.
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Many explanations are given for this
phenomenon of rise and fall, advance
and retreat. Some sources say that
the reason for it is that any ongoing,
everlastingpleasureisnopleasureatall.
Due to Hashem’s abundant kindness,
He wishes to share His goodness with
His creations. Were anyone to remain
constantly connected, he would lack
the appreciation for and delight of
connecting to Hashem. It is only when the tzaddik loses the
connection by temporarily falling from his height that he can

reconnect and once again delight in his relationship with his
Creator.

Others say that Hashem wishes for those closest to Him to
constantly grow and mature in this relationship. If someone
were to become comfortable and secure with Hashem, he might
not feel the need for growth. So Hashem conceals Himself,
removing the clarity the person was able to attain in his lofty
service. This prompts the tzaddik to strive to connect at an
even deeper level of service of Hashem.

The Rebbe Reb Nachum of Chernobyl (Meor Eynayim, Parshas
Yisro) writes that this phenomenon is
one of the secrets of creation. He adds
that Hashem causes the tzaddik to
fall momentarily in order to see if he
will put forth the energy to reconnect
despite the feeling of abandonment. If
he does invest in his relationship with
Hashem and conduct himself with
kedushah, he is rewarded with many
higher levels of attainment than he

had before the fall.

This might be the connection between
these four pesukim. The mesorah
begins with vion 7171, suggesting that
it is incumbent upon every Jew to grow and thrive in his service
of Hashem. We are not to allow anything to get in our way. Yet
despite this determination, we surprisingly experience at times
1iom 7197, that is, we see our service is diminished; we seem to
be retreating rather than advancing.
We ask why, despite all our hard work,
we are losing ground in our avodah.

The third passuk addresses this
confusion. It is Hashem’s abundant
mercy that wants to bestow upon
us His ever-growing kindness to
attain far greater heights in His
service. Hashem wishes to see if
the servant of Hashem will have
the courage to return in that most
human of ways: 21w 7i970. The result
will ultimately be 97372 7w Y131 3iY0
Txn, the servant of Hashem can continue to grow until he is
exceedingly great.




