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ON ROSH HASHANA
HASHEM IS TAKING INVENTORY

On Rosh Hashanah, the concept of Malchus is of special
significance. What is Malchus? Malchus means that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is dealing with the world’s needs.
The Ribbono Shel Olam was and is always
the King. X721 ¥’ 92 0702 722 WX 0%ip 1178
— The Master of the world Who ruled before
anything was created. "Ix 55 ixona nya nyy
X771 inY 37n — When He made everything
with His will, then “King” His Name was
called. Hashem’s taking care of the world’s
needs gives Him the title “King.”

As an example: When a person has a business,

he sets aside time during the year to evaluate his products. By
doing this, he sees which items are bringing in a profit, and
which are not. Everything has to be judged and assessed. He
then knows which items to focus on and which to discontinue.
At this time, he is not just allowing the business to run as usual,
but he is determining the manner in which the business should
function.

So too, on Rosh Hashanah, Hashem is “taking stock” of the
whole world, determining how it should run the next year. That
determination is the act of Malchus.

The navi (Yeshayahu 55:6) writes, ini’na inx1p ikyana ‘n w77
2i1p — Seek Hashem when He can be found, call upon Him
when He is near. Chazal (Rosh Hashanah 18a) say this refers
to the ten days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
when Hashem is 1xynna and ai7p. What does
that mean? It means that this is when He is
involved in the details of how the world will
run next year. And therefore, this is the time
to seek Him out, and call to Him. It is at this
time that we have the most direct channel to
request our needs, as He is taking inventory
for the next year.

Of course, you can have that interview with
every single tefillah; Shacharis, Minchah and
Maariv. However, when He sets aside time, so to speak, to be
involved in inyanei ha'olam, those people who come forward
and present their plea have a much better chance of having it
addressed.

Now, when X1p1 iny 971 71X, is the opportune time to present a
petition to Hashem Yisborach.
Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, adapted from Why We Tremble by Rabbi Shlomo Dickman

CHANA DID NOT JUST WANT ANY CHILD

The haftarah we read on the first day of niwn wx1 is the story of
nin and the birth of her son, x°2101 Yx1W, because n1wn wx1 is or
117211, when the Imahos and of Chana were remembered Above,
and their tefillos for children were answered (Berachos 29a).

But there is more in the story of Chana that is relevant to Rosh
Hashanah:

Chana was despondent about being childless, but she did
nothing but cry about it until one year, when Elkana had taken
his family once again to Shilo for the regel, and he asked (passuk
8), MYyn 72 210 "X K12 9237 YT NR21"7IRN K2 121 3N py mn
12, After this, Chana went to the Mishkan to daven. Why
didn’t she go before? What prompted her to go just then?

Rav Shimon Schwab zt”] explains that Chana’s desire was to have
a child who would be a gadol, a manhig b’Yisroel. According to
the Medrash, a bas kol was heard every day saying that a great
leader by the name of Shmuel would be born; Chana wanted to
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be his mother. She thought that Elkana
understood her, and depended on him to
be mispallel for her, especially because
he was a navi. Now, however, when
Elkana told Chana n1yn 77 210 7218 Xivn
0’13, Chana realized that Elkana did not
understand her and her aspirations, and
therefore she could no longer depend
on him to daven for her. At that point,
she went herself to the Mishkan to beg
Hashem for that particular child that
she so desired. And as we know, she was

blessed with children.

What greater lesson can we have on Rosh Hashana, when we
stand in judgment before the Ribbono shel Olam, that when
things seem bleak, the answer is to be mispallel to the One who
has the ability to grant our request.

Adapted from Iyei Hayam, Sefer Shmuel Perek 1, by Rabbi Avrohom David
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