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To the Editor,

In reference to “Shabbos and the International Dateline” by Rabbi Moshe
Baruch Kaufman, in last week’s gilayon (Year II, #7):

“The problem plays itself out today with the Chabad community keeping
Shabbos only on Saturday both in Japan and in Hawaii, and some of the
visitors following suit. The rationale of following the local minhag is not
feasible where the person will contradict himself when he
follows the local minhag of another place. Although for an
issur deRabbanan we can find leniencies, it is unacceptable
to follow the Chazzon Ish in Hawaii and Rav Tukachinsky
in Japan, because w91 nnn he will be naw Yonn in one
locale. Furthermore, even if one were [to keep] two days
in Hawaii (meaning Friday and Saturday), it would be impossible to light
candles on Friday because it is a melachah d’Oraysa.”

With all due respect, I do not understand the writer’s question, which
seems to be founded on an understanding that there are only two valid
opinions as to where to place the Halachic dateline: that of the Chazon Ish
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and that of Rav Tukachinsky. I am unaware why the writer seems to reject
the opinion of the Bnei Tzion, Rav B. Rabinowitz-Thumim, the Atzei Sodeh,
and the Alei Yonah, all of whom (although their opinions do vary) place the
dateline in such a way that Japan and New Zealand are on the western side
(like Asia), and residents of these locations observe Shabbos on the local
Saturday. Hawaii is on the eastern side of the dateline (like America), and
residents observe Shabbos on their local Saturday.

If that is the case, could those communities not be of the
opinion of the aforementioned Gedolim? Or could they
not treat it as a sefaika d'dina and follow the majority
opinion? This would lead a community in Japan to keep
Shabbos on Saturday (following the opinions of Rav
Tukachinsky, the Bnai Tzion, Rav B. Rabinowitz-Thumim, the Atzei Sodeh
and the Alei Yonah). And a community in Hawaii would also keep Shabbos
on Saturday (following the opinions of the Chazon Ish, the Bnai Tzion, Rav
B. Rabinowitz-Thumim and the Atzei Sodeh and Alai Yonah).

Menachem Prescott
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Yitzchak Avinu became blind in his old age. One of causes Rashi cites is
the smoke from the avodah zarah of Eisav's wives.

When Yaakov came in to get the brachos Yitzchak exclaimed, Re’ei
rayach b'ni ke’rayach hasadeh asher beracho Hashem - “The scent of
my son is like the scent of the field.” Rashi says that
“field” here refers to Gan Eden.

Reb Yerucham says that of all the people there, only
Yitzchak was able to discern the scent of Gan Eden.
He cites Chovos Halevavos:

Eliyahu Hanavi and another person passed a
rotting animal carcass in the road. The second man
covered his nose, complaining about the smell.
Eliyahu Hanavi, though, pointed out the whiteness

Adapted from Lev Shimon - a collection of the
writings of Rabbi Shimon Mandel z”1
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Rashi explains that 113 n that Yitzchok Avinu smelled was the
1 of 17V 11 that accompanied Yaakov as he entered the room. Rashi
says further that nTw n»1 refers to 0°’mdN NTW, an apple
orchard. It seems that Yitzchok was specifically Syoni
about this o’mon 7w N7, that there is a connection
between the n»1 and the n1o7a.

The (2:02 n1yn) XR”W1nn says that the clothes Yaakov
was wearing smelled of 17V 11 because they originally
were worn by 1TWRIN DX in 17V 13; and he cites ‘o1n that
o’mon n refers to an NNR orchard (according to
Bereishes Rabbah (15:7) that the nyTn YY was an 117nx
tree), and the scent came from the on1anx of the yv
nyIn.

Why did pnx> specify the o’msn - 7w 1 and not just
mention the general 17 12 1 which came from the
0>122? Maybe we can suggest that Yitzchok wasn’t impressed by the
general 17V 13 N, because that could have come from involvement of
the person that he thought was Eisav in the mxn of mmYwa ax M),
as PTRYX1'n 0’n 1 writes in the beginning of Ruach Chaim: whenever

ny
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of the animal’s teeth. A bit later they passed by
a sinner; there Eliyahu covered his nose, while
the second person didn’t react at all. Most
people are sensitive to physical manifestations,
but someone who is pure becomes attuned to
spiritual emanations as well.

Sadly, we are desensitized by the bad middos
we are constantly exposed to. Yitzchak Avinu
was so holy and pure that he
couldn’t tolerate the smoke
of avodah zarah, and on the other

hand he was able to sense the sublime scent of
Gan Eden.

And what are the good-smelling fruits of Gan Eden
that Yitzchak Avinu could sense? Beautiful spices
and herbs of emunah and emes, spiritual “spices.”
To make a “good-smelling home,” fill it with Torah
and tzedakah, chessed, shmiras haloshon, etc.!

someone involves himself in a mxn he is surrounded by the nv1Tp of
17V 1. It was specifically the n»1 of ma1anx that pnx> was Yvoni from.

This can be understood based on a Gemara YX1w’ 19wn1 nnY (N 97 Naw)
YWY NwY1 TN YRIW? AR 1PYYY 0TIP 10 AT mbn nn nonY. There ‘0N
again says that mon means 217NK, so 21NX is a ™1 to YAW1? 0P NWYI.
This is the pny of what pnx> meant when he said n7w n>12 12 N1, he
saw the n%vn of ynwiy nmip nwY1, the level of 0’oxYn, by the person he
thought was Eisav.

How is this connected to the n312? The Brisker Rav explains: Until
now it wasn’t clear who would be chosen as pnx> Yw wnr;
this N372 was going to be v>13n and va1p who is pnx»
Y771 719 X177 So, when pnx’ saw this tremendous nYvn,
he thought this must be the ¥11 1p*y that will build 595
IR,

1727 9192 VINWY 1727 "WV N " 1121 179X ’n13712. This refers
to the nYvn of ynwiy oTp nwyi, which is the na1n of
0°OXYn, and it comes about through nmax. Now, the nn
of pnx¥ is 123, and this is what pnx’ saw in the person
he thought was Eisav, that he too has the n1n of nmax
which was 1 through the n» of the manx. That’s
why he thought he would be the qwnn. (The Michtav
Me’Eliyahu explains that Yitzchok saw in Eisav his own
nn of n1a3, which he thought of as a continuation of himself, and
that explains why 1w nx pny> 2nx1).

1IRY1 ' 1973 is ynwn that someone who has this N1 deserves no73,
and that’s why this n»1, that is 171 to this N2y, is the nnTpn to the n>7a.
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