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lies on 53.0638° N), the stars aren’t visible until close to an hour after shekiah. (The number of

stars visible 40 minutes after sunset in Lakewood during December would be equivalent to the

number visible about 55 minutes after sunset in Kletzk). Therefore in Kletzk, even by pushing

the zeman up 15-20 minutes earlier than tzais, it would still be more than 30 minutes later than

shekiah.

The Chofetz Chaim, the first to propose lighting at a time that can satisfy all opinions, lived
in Radin, which has a similar latitude to Kletzk (54.0530° N). Therefore, he suggests in Biur
Halachah that one should light close to half an hour before tzais (DT1pn NYW *XN% 117p).
Apparently, he calculated tzais in Radin to be slightly less than an hour after shekiah; so lighting

almost half an hour before tzais would still be within half an hour of shekiah. But doing so

satisfies only the opinion that one may light earlier than the zeman and the opinion of the

Rambam; it doesn’t include the element of bain hashemashos. Whereas "Rav Ahron’s zeman,”
which is 23 minutes after shekiah and only about 15 minutes before tzais in NY and NJ, has the

bain hashemashos element as well.

Perhaps this solution was advanced by Rav Ahron only when he came to NY/NJ, while back in

Europe he may have lit at the regular zeman.
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nbjn‘ns ns WaAs THERE A ‘RAV AHRON ZEMAN’ IN KLETZK?

Recent seforim report that Rav Ahron Kotler zt”] held that the best time
to light ner Chanukah is about 20-25 minutes after shekiah. The luach in
Beth Medrash Govoah records a more precise zeman of 23 minutes after
shekiah. It is assumed that the impetus for this “new” zeman was that
Rav Ahron attempted to find a time to light the Menorah which would
accord with all halachic opinions.

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. Siman 672:1) rules that the Menorah should
be lit at tzais hakochavim. On the other hand, the Rambam (Hilchos
Chanukah 4:5) and the Gra (Bi'ur HaGra, ibid.) hold that zeman hadlakah
is at shekiah — sunset. The zeman lasts P1wn 12 9371 1Y2NW 1V, which is 30
minutes after the prescribed time. At first glance, it would be impossible
to fulfill the obligation according to all opinions. If one were to light at
shekiah, it would be too early according to the Shulchan Aruch, and if
one were to light at tzais (which is more than 30 minutes after shekiah) it
would be too late according to the Rambam and the Gra.

Rav Ahron’s innovation seems to circumvent this issue, albeit by fulfilling
all opinions only bedieved. By lighting less than :
half an hour after shekiah, one fulfills the mitzvah
according the Rambam bedieved, because it is still
within the half an hour, and also fulfills the mitzvah
according to the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch, since
it is a safek tzais (based on the opinion of the Geonim
about tzais), which is good at least bedieved according
to that shittah. Rav Ahron may have held that it is
better to fulfill all the opinions at least bedieved than
to miss out on the mitzvah according to one opinion.
Some add that bedieved one can fulfill the mitzvah
from plag haMinchah (according to most opinions),
which is obviously prior to 23 minutes after shekiah.

There are many difficulties with this approach.
It is true that the tzais hakochavim of the Gra is
approximately 25 minutes after shekiah. However, the
Shulchan Aruch and most earlier Poskim follow Rabbeinu Tam’s opinion
that tzais hakochavim is much later than the Gra’s tzais. Even according
to the shittos that tzais is determined by the appearance of three stars
(as commonly practiced in many kehillos), it is still later than 25 minutes
after shekiah. Thus, lighting 20-25 minutes after sunset would not seem
to fulfill the Shulchan Aruch’s opinion at all. It is well known that Rav
Ahron zt”] was very concerned with the opinion of Rabbeinu Tam (see
Shu”t Mishnas Rav Ahron, chelek aleph, 2) and therefore it is hard to
understand why he would advocate lighting so early. Furthermore, the
Rema (672:2) paskens that the whole idea of lighting bizeman is only a
chumra nowadays (in chutz laAretz), since we light inside. Additionally,
lighting from plaghaMinchah is reserved for extraordinary circumstances.
In summary, it would seem that being concerned for the zeman that
is a chumra to begin with, and on top of that to be concerned for the
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Rambam’s opinion that one must light within 30 minutes of shekiah at
the expense of lighting before tzais, is very shver.

Apparently this wasn’t Rav Ahron zt"'s own innovation. He based it on
the aforementioned siman in the Biur Halachah, which presents three
arguments to allow the time of lighting earlier than tzais hakochavim:

1) Rambam is the one who says 0”7p” X1 by Chanukah, because since
he holds that the zeman is at shekiah, lighting earlier in broad daylight
wouldn’t be noticeable. However, according to the opinion that the zeman
is tzais, then lighting earlier would not be a problem (0°n”7pn X7111”7).

2) Even if we accept the Shulchan Aruch’s application of the halachah of
077> K91 that one shouldn’t advance the time before tzais, this means
not to advance a lot — approximately 30 minutes or more. However, a
minor advance of 15 minutes or so isn’t considered lighting early (7”71
o>InNRA RY).

3) The Shulchan Aruch seems to follow the opinion that one lights at
tzais hakochavim. However, many Rishonim (Rashba,
Ritva, Ran, Meiri) hold that one lights at the beginning
of bein hashmoshos, which is approximately fifteen
minutes before tzais according to the Rishonim (72”7
nnY’pw 110 OY).

In “light” of this, we can understand Rav Ahron’s
proposal to light 25 minutes after shekiah.

It is commonly thought that Rabbeinu Tam’s tzais
is at exactly 72 minutes after sunset. But although
many are stringent and wait 72 minutes after Shabbos
before doing melachah, we do not calculate the zeman
this way when it results in a leniency. L'chumra, even
according to Rabbeinu Tam, tzais is determined by the
appearance of stars. Since based on observation and
according to the Poskim three medium stars appear
during the winter 39-40 minutes after shekiah in the NY-
NJ area, one should light earlier than 72 minutes after shekiah (see Biur
Halachah 261, n%°9 n”77).

Based on the above, if one were to light 23 minutes after shekiah it would
be about 15 minutes before tzais, which according to the Biur Halachah’s
second argument is a small advance that would not be considered X1
0°7p>. Additionally, since this amount of time before tzais is already bein
hashemashos, the Biur Halachah’s third point — that many Rishonim hold
that lighting at the beginning of bein hashmoshos is lechatchilah — would
mean that this time would be the zeman lechatchilah.

This exact time proposed by Rav Ahron makes sense only in the NY/NJ
area, which is at a much lower latitude (Lakewood is 40.0821° N) than
Kletzk, and therefore tzais hakochavim in the NY/NJ area is only 40
minutes after shekiah. But further north, as for example in Kletzk (which
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