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Excerpt from Shadchanus in Halacha
by Rabbi Shlomo Dickman shlita

Reading through shailos u’teshuvos provides us with a real learning
experience. For the talmid chacham and the Torah student, considering
actual queries affords an opportunity to test their knowledge and grasp
of the relevant halachic literature, and helps to train them in the practical
applications thereof.

For everyone else, reading shailos u’teshuvos provides a fascinating glimpse
of life and human nature, and can bring a person to a deeper appreciation
for the all-encompassing embrace in which the Torah enwraps our world.

The following is a sample of one of the fifteen real-life shailos u’teshuvos
presented in Shadchanus in Halacha:

Pinchas, who lived in a thriving yeshivah community, knew

that Velvel's daughter had recently entered the “parshah” of
shidduchim. He also knew that Meir Klein,

one of the yeshivah’s older bachurim, had just

begun looking for a shidduch as well. Pinchas s TP

approached Velvel. X

“Velvel,” he began, “I have a suggestion for you:
Meir Klein. As you know, Meir is a fine young
man, and comes from a wonderful family. He
just decided to begin the parsha, and I thought
you should hear about it.”

“Believe me, I think the world of Meir. And
yes, he’s from the nicest family. His father and
I are good friends from our yeshivah days. But
I just don’t see the shidduch. But thank you,
Pinchas, for thinking of me and my daughter.”

“Well, actually I already contacted Meir’s
parents, answered a lot of questions that they

had, and they did finally say yes.”

“Wow! I see that you really put yourself out
for me. I can’t thank you enough. Still, my
decision stands. But please keep having us in mind,” Velvel said.

“I certainly will,” Pinchas assured him.
Two weeks later, Velvel had a change of heart.

Maybe I rushed to answer; perhaps this would be an idea,
thought Velvel.

He made several inquiries and decided to proceed with the
shidduch. He did not, however, go back to Pinchas. Rather,
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he called his old friend, Dovid Klein, Meir’s father, to discuss
certain issues, and he then gave his “green light” to the
shidduch. Together they arranged the first few dates, and Meir
would discuss his dates with his chavrusa, an older member of
the kollel who would often give him friendly advice about many
aspects of life. Thus, Velvel's daughter and Meir Klein dated
without any “official” shadchan. They were soon engaged.

“Mazel tov, Velvel!” Pinchas joined the excited crowd of well-
wishers at the vort.

“Oy, vey! Pinchas! I really should have come back to you when
I decided to go through with this! One thing just led to the
next...” said Velvel.

“No complaints at all,” responded Pinchas. “I am happy that I
was mechaven to the Mezaveg Zivugim!”

QUESTION: Is Pinchas considered the shadchan, and if so, how
much shadchanus does he deserve?

ANSWER: Pinchas is certainly considered the
mas’chil (initiator) of the shidduch. However,
the poskim disagree whether he gets the full
shadchanus or only partial shadchanus.

In this story, Velvel and his friend Dovid
Klein coordinated the shidduch themselves.
Had they enlisted the services of another
individual to coordinate the shidduch and to
see it through to its completion, then Pinchas
would only have the status of a mas’chil, and
would be entitled to one-third (or half) of the
shadchanus. In this case, however, where there
was no gomer (closer), the poskim disagree
whether the mas’chil gets full shadchanus or

only the mas’chil’s share. Some poskim rule
that the shadchan is entitled only to the share
of the mas’chil, because that is all he did. Other
poskim rule that the shadchan receives full
shadchanus, since all that was needed for this
shidduch was a mas’chil, and therefore it’s considered as if he

made the shidduch.

Pinchas definitely receives the mas'chil's share of the
shadchanus, despite the fact that Velvel originally rejected his
idea. This is because only a relatively short period of time passed
before the shidduch got under way, and it certainly started
because of Pinchas’s suggestion. [See Shadchanus in Halacha,
p- 90, for a fuller discussion of this topic.]
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