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Based on Divrei Torah from HaRav Mayer Pinkovics
adapted by Rabbi Heshy Pinkovics

(X ,bn) 0N N°INRA OONR RIP? AWK NXR 09Y NT°ART 1IDORA AR 112 DR APY* X171
Yaakov wanted to reveal to his children the time when Mashiach will come (*"v7)

27N 1912 IR "RIT 1910V 7172 RYR X2 71712 PR, Moshiach will come only in a completely righteous generation —
or the absolute opposite, in a completely non-righteous generation.

The idea of Moshiach coming in a time when Klal Yisrael is completely the opposite of righteous is
paradoxical. How are we to understand it? Perhaps by comparing this concept to the Sefirah period.

The Rema says that in spite of the fact that the Sefirah period is a time of mourning because we |
commemorate the death of the talmidim of Rabi Akiva, it is our minhag in the middle of Sefirah to celebrate
Lag ba’'Omer as a yom tov. The Levush (2,2”x¥n 11°0) explains that this is because no more talmidim of Rabi

Akiva died, and that is a cause for celebration.

DAT3AR 37072 PR¥’ 12 717000
9”1 1RNW2°Y 1150 NnYw

But this too is a paradox. What is the great simchah of the end of the gezeirah, if all the talmidim were gone?

Rav Yaakov Emden (Siddur Yaavetz) says that it is similar to the concept in Sanhedrin that 21 2°n 1912: If a beis din agrees
unanimously that an accused person deserves death, he is not executed. 2>’n 1913 needs to take a turn for the better.

The sefer Shaarei Orah says that the citation above - 2N 1915® 7172 XRYR X2 T17 12 I’X - is based on the din of tzaraas: that although
lavan (white lesions) is a sign of tumah, if the entire body is completely covered with lavan, the afflicted person is tahor, pure.

Thus, total tumah is by definition a sign of purity. This means that even when it appears that a situation is all din, before Hashem
there is no such thing. What is visible to us is only the surface - it is just “skin deep,” while below the surface there is only rachamim,

as the passuk states, (x> ,nin ~Yw>) NMYIN R¥N KD INRNA.

This explains the seemingly paradoxical concept of dor she’kulo chayav meriting greeting Moshiach. When all seems under the
influence of middas hadin, that’s precisely where there is rachamim. This is why we celebrate on Lag baOmer, and this is the situation

in which we can be zocheh to the geulah.

This is also chizzuk for us in galus when confronted with tragedy, a poignant example being the passing of a budding future gadol
b’Yisrael like 5x118%n1v2°% pnx° 19 71 3”010; that when it seems that middas hadin has free reign, precisely the opposite is true, and kulo

din is in reality rachamim.

May we be zocheh soon to the geulah through complete rachamim, x”11.

nbn'-‘ns nq‘, Patriarchal Prostrations

Rabbi Betzalel Sochaczewski, Machon Aleh Zayis

In this week’s sidra, we conclude the narrative of Yosef and his
brothers, which has dominated our attention for the last four
weeks. Let us return to the very beginning of this story and re-
examine one of its significant, yet seemingly unresolved, details.

In the second of Yosef’s dreams, he beheld the sun, the moon,
and eleven stars prostrating before him. From Ya'akov’s reaction
to Yosef’s recounting of the dream, it seems clear that the sun
was representative of Ya’akov and the moon of Rochel, while
the eleven stars obviously symbolized the Shevatim. As the
story progresses, we get caught up in its drama and fail to ask a
simple question: Was this dream — which was, without a doubt, a
message from shamayim — ever fulfilled? While the bowing of the
eleven Brothers to Yosef was clearly played out,' we seemingly
don’t find Ya’akov and Rochel ever prostrating themselves before
him. If that is correct, why indeed was this part of the dream
not fulfilled?

owp
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The first thing that comes to mind, of course, is the Gemara
in Berachos (55a) (cited by Rashi®) that the presence of the
moon in Yosef’s dream was the davar bateil, the meaningless
detail, thatis present in all dreams. It would follow that Rochel
was never intended to bow before her son, as Ya’akov himself,
understandably, pointed out. But that wouldn’t resolve
the matter of Ya’akov, who did live to see his son as viceroy.
Furthermore, as the Maharsha® points out, the midrash*
which interprets the moon as referring to Bilhah seems to
disagree with the Gemara, treating this detail of the dream as
authentic.

It is possible that this part of the dream was fulfilled in
this week’s sidra, when Ya’akov bowed towards to the head
of his bed,” which, according to one approach in Rashi,® was
directed towards Yosef. Indeed, this is how the Midrash Lekach
Tov (on that passuk) and Rabbeinu Avraham ben ha-Rambam’
understand the significance of this act. However, according

continued on pg 4
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nb"‘n" nﬁ"y continued frompg. 3 to the

other approach quoted in Rashi® —
that Ya’akov was giving thanks to Hashem — we would need to
look elsewhere for a resolution. And even according to Rashi’s
first approach, it seems difficult to say that this prostration
was the fulfillment of Yosef’s dream. As the Mizrachi and Gur
Aryeh explain in our sidra, Ya’akov’s bowing to Yosef was a
display of gratitude for the kindness the latter had committed
to perform, and was thus appropriate despite Yosef’s natural
subservience to his father. The bowing of the sun in the
dream, in contrast, indicates Ya’akov’s recognition of his son’s
superiority over him.

Turning to the Rishonim, we find
that the Ramban® understood the
moon of the dream as symbolizing
the shivim nefesh, the entire
extended family of Ya'akov. He
conjectures that upon encountering
Yosef for the first time after arriving
in Egypt, the family as a whole
bowed before him, thus fulfilling
the remainder of the dream. The
Ramban suggests that the Torah
simply neglected to mention this detail of the story Thls
approach is difficult to understand. The dreams of Yosef are
clearly the predominant theme of the entire narrative. It is
they which prompt the Shevatim to do away with Yosef. It is
their fulfillment which drives Yosef to undertake his elaborate
and dangerous scheme.”” Why would the Torah have been
silent about what should have been the dramatic climax to the
entire chain of events — the submissive acceptance of Yosef the
Ruler by Ya’akov and all his progeny?**

An entirely different resolution is proposed by not one, but
two of the gedolei ha-Acharonim, the Netziv'? and Reb Meir
Simchah.” They contend that Yosef had indeed intended to
maintain his disguise until he could manage to manipulate
Ya’akov’s descent to Egypt so that the final detail of his dream
could be fulfilled. However, as unplanned circumstances arose
— of which the Netziv and Reb Meir Simchah offer different
theories — Yosef was forced to abandon the last stage of his
plan and disclose his identity. According to these opinions, the
second dream of Yosef, was never fulfilled.**

Let us propose another resolution to this mystery by asking
another question: Were the dreams destined to be fulfilled
unconditionally or were they contingent on Yosef achieving
certain accomplishments? The answer can be found in the

7TV ONNAR N2 197 XD1°7W7 2N0W NN L,wnn

Targum to this week’s sidra. On the words 1nwp 13 2wmM™ in
Ya'akov’s berachah to Yosef, Onkelos renders nnix’ai 11712 nam
XINDA RN”IIR 07P7 YV, the nevuah said about Yosef (i.e. his
dreams)were fulfilled because he kept the Torah in private.
This is clearly a reference to Yosef’s passing the test of Eishes
Potifera. But was Yosef completely successful? The Gemara in
Sotah (36b)'¢ derives from this very passuk that he wasn’t, and
that as a result he lost his ability to father ten shevatim of his
own.

Perhaps the two dreams of Yosef foretold two levels of
supremacy that he had the potential to achieve. The first

- dream signaled that he would be
elevated to superiority over his
brothers, assuming an intermediary
position between their level as the
Shivtei Kah and that of the Avos.
The second dream showed his
ascendency to the level of an Av -
and not just any Av, for as the fourth
and final Av, he would replace his
father as the be'chir ha-Avos, the
most perfect of the Patriarchs, and
would have fathered his own twelve
Shevatim from whom the Jewish People would emerge. This
would explain why two dreams were necessary, and why the
first dream features only the Shevatim, while the second
portrays Ya’akov as well bowing before Yosef."”

However, these assurances were dependent on Yosef
actualizing his spiritual potential, which occurred most
significantly, as mentioned, with the test of Eishes Potifera.
Since Yosef primarily passed the test, but not completely,
he merited to actualize only the first of the two dreams. He
was elevated to being a y¥mn between the Shevatim and
the Avos, and, in recognition of this, he saw his brothers
prostrate themselves before him. Indeed, Yosef’s uniqueness
is a common theme in the Seforim. He did not merit, however,
to become an Av. Therefore, Ya'akov never ended up bowing
before him, for he maintained his personal superiority over all

of his children.
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