111v

.
.

~
N
-
~
)
n
(2
oM
—
)
=
~
D
=
5
D
Cl
F_l

Mo Y 1S b
ziw oy pgn n:Lyg n’ y

'BATAN 1OW nbWwi’ 1Don 71Ny
KUY 1YWY BTN 3700

AR YR 017 1R 121 POHRNNY 701 Y27 RN
(2-X ,nNn) qO01 IR

9”¥7T VIHHR U1 1IN
,0°1 "TIi°Y 1vD1a and
o1 9120 XYY Nwhnw
ROV ynwn ”pornng
VTIINNY 17TV 07 NX1
5 i gy T WET VIR 9K

NN 57XT VIDIR 10°1 371 773 DiPaR OR 1Y

27X7 VW1 N30 OV MNIIW RYX ,’n°12

YW 171010 "RT1121.N0°10N NR Y¥3aY 9137 70’91 AN
/1 NRA NR1212 PAY DN PR1AYN °D YV Nnvn qor
WX 11D 1WA 70 90 0YOR TORNA 170 RY 10 KD ORY
11 ,1N°10NA NPY PR L,AYP 1D OR1.0T T DY PARD 0OA
,APY’ NY7HN T HY WY1 MIPWNY RYR NI¥IA N1 NPY
ST ,an) ”WoRN °19% D°ANT 03% 107 -Tw YR HYNnw
NP PORNNY Y21 XYW 019 011V 1NYON DR N Y2001

(77 ,An) 2% 1PNR 171°13 IR HY HDN

SV 1PYNa NPAY PTNYY MwTpn 1w Y 7w WDl
701,98 Y”XT °PDIAATID 22T 270 .27°Y 19101 PAavia
INRIY W .1121W *199 TV ,1271N0 YV 11229 jar nyd
1N 70010 95 Yyn nynT ’n annY (n,nd PYw) pioova
,N2Y TNYY N NN vy YW nivaT P RY RYR /0010 Yy
TNYY °N,N37TR N7IRIY1.0NNAW1T 271 YW MvAT R KOR
XY’ IR” (2,10 D°90N) 2150 RN ,NANAYn YTan

D201 IR YW MvAT IR N2 V171,710 PNy

nNAYN T¥A PR ONAY Nya myaT Yw 1pn ROR
710271 NY2311 R°AW 2 YY WD T¥A ROR N¥I15N7AN
1071 .1D101 NNY230 NR 0°K17 ANAWA NY3a 7325 °),773n
19°DR NYNT’N NN X212 TNYYW,P1053a 1K1Y ‘010 DY’

JPTN V1P 0N ANAYAY 117 ,0°NN1nYn Y10 Yyn

DNAYN 0XYN INNYY XY ,]°1°131 5071 1”21 11V 7’0 01
031 X7 01pn Yon ,0pYNa wIpnn N1 N12°w On»on
onnaw PRY Y 1321 ,2IN0Y 19101 MY apa a7 PRY

JPTAM Nnow

WAL bY PTIT NTY 1Nk
YURT PIOWIND TIT 37 [INIT TTYI WD

MW 27X 1Y man 011,17 1501nY X0 A nnnYy’

INR Y 9°NNn XY Ty wn 00 HRIWY nnd’ qor e

N INR NN 19 707,(10,1) KIRT 192 77w ANDW 122 ,0°0awn Y01 11INRA 719 N1°P0D

HRIWYY NNNY’ PN 0TW R¥A11,(27D 127 0% 770 7Y LK) MY 17X D0I¥N1 YR

1110 1w 17X¥Y 11707 - 7PNnY °3” 21IN0W 1011, T120°wh 2 NNNY TV 11w 27X qund P
./02°19Y 0 NOR "INYw” - n7nnd

o°1win 93 190N 1NTY 171 X101 N9 N7I9R’

APY’ PAWI TY11 9071 010w L PR APY? N (0T NY

apY1,[A0T 1911 191 INRY MIw 77°1,71W 770 12 7°0112% 0729 2pYy° TPwow] mw R”X 12

NOYR” 2PY’ IRY 1132 TA71 NT1.907 TY1Y INR MY 171 KINW 71w 77ap 12 1PN Nn
.1”29K 17110 NIW 171 07 ’NNAK 0702’ 1071 "NY 071w P1AY ,”MAR 0701 1IRIR]

1Y APY? 711 1WYIY AT 12T 017 °,0R1 1271 ’0W’ N2 N2 W?

171NN NY2P3A ’N DY WY1 078NN IRYOY 1A12 790 91T

JRUR D172 7147 2”7 1071.2PY NTYYY MY (340) DYAINRT NIRA WYY 170 7T 7101 .°1°02

71,7790 111D 340 R0VN°A2’0D7W 7,27 TV .O7VIAINT NIRA WIYY R101%12 07Y "0V

TPWR D111 29”7 11701,07180 NIRRT D1T1 D TWYIY 7Y HRIW 172°HW 171N 1909
av

INR YRIW? YIRY TN 2Py w ,N7ap R0nvaa vy oy

12p1,7IY AP 12 7°0 1INN°na apy’ °o,1inThn Niv n7ap

MY NP INRYT,707OY 073 OYKR YDIRY 10T .INTYR N7apn NI1v N2 YR ¥IRa
IRIW? YIRY INIR NYYR TN

N2 RYW 17KR1,077 R2012%32 K10 7710000 /71327 1wDa v

111 .077%A1 IRYY 777 NIW1 270 %D ,N1W 0”77 RYR 0218102 Nrno

IRYY 7 NIWA 7D ,NIW V77 - 171310 P VIR Y /1IR3 YIRD 1719 DNRD 1R i
.own

P10 0”9 RV NN

0”712 TR °PNYW 07 YW PNIY

INR PYWIYW /PPOR IRD PNRT PIAR’ Y79 172 AR Y

RY PWIY TY "2 PNRD MINKRA Ay DR°YW 0N 1w 070

09275 1211 NNRY IRTW 1PWIY P71,71NK2 Y 02 1N

N7 .ANIAYWA NINRN N9°NNN IR L,1INR DAY Ninno
J77PNRY 17110 11w 0”79 INR - 7PYR IR PARY

WY DONRA R0 271990’ -
TIVAY AYIDY IpYy’ MRY 1miY
.1YID 71051 2pY° N7 D0 IRY,MIW 1717

97¥T AR OY 97XT VWD TIT10

R"0P9W RADIP 112 WA 297 2P 1991 TIRNP» 1YY Dantn

Naw R¥M nawnor nw Yy naw a1y
4:31 nnnn Ny pY 8:44 (PoIR1 DY) R”A1 WP 1710 4:13 munpy - 12:20 (R121nY Nyw >x¥n) NY1TA NI
5:17 0P 21373 9:29 77721 R WP 1710 4:28 (77nYw3) NIRYN MOR 2:10 (NTD NYnnnY) Myw "0
5:44 mp127y | 10:16 7721 K772 N9°0N 110 4:31 nnnn nYy’pw 2:34 (RaRYn nwYY) NIVP NN
5:59 moynnnawnY prnrnm | 11:50 (n7anY nanw nmyo) o mxn | 5:49-6:49 (V1P PIYY) O TRA DTN 3:58 (PDIRN *85) K731 NN A9
5:44 navamwy nwnmYy | 12:36 (RY’nn>Y) QoM MYw 1 5:16 (MM 2195 wPY) 072213 “A NRY 4:01 Naw Omp Nyw ’xn




70110 RY V1T AAnn awY NOnRw nna
TV N2 101 XYT 01w RINW L,021IN0 11 NpYTi
7°N 727 RAT,7°727 PanY n°o1 XY ,127IN0 N
R171Y 12710 R TIV1,]127100 INX 11w IRAA NP
.DI1D1 P19 710AW NIWNAI ND1IN 11 NPYTA NIXAT

1211N 192597191 N2w V1 NO122

o/j/ﬁsp';w Py

WOUNINRIRAYY 1Iynw 990 230 naun
,MIVAN N2°ND JAT 1712 NNY NYw W VI
D°°TPNR W21,0°11R3AN0 NDIPNY NNIR DINRA W1
NoYn MX°PN v1Dn YaR LWITPn 11°2719 ANIX

AT NVWA TR NN Y701 191,77 YW 19772

M1°1Y2 WYY I 100N NTAAR 7 ¥7AAN 0137 AN
T HYa a1 N0 pan 1aRw1 71000
01N MoYn nvAwn PIva 1PR1LDOIIWRIN
7717 DY NWRIN NIT YYa wn nvnnn
10w ,1P0% D”AY PYIT'NA 1910 DNNN PWnY
92AR .MV 11V RY 93792 NINW PR PN1YNY
,INR 12190 WYY A R7I01 TNyAY 21TRA 2R

272720017 D

JINR N171T 1A NY RV’WD ,WITPN 11°2719 Y11l
’NY NIwnn 719°Y NN’ NI 1Y YaR 271NN
7151 NRANW NA1.A7R1A0 1T 0T Y 01,0730 1a1a
TV Y RY1,NTINY 7277 KIn°A K10 DY ,01100
11W1 *RT121,1271N0 YY W11°HA 0°12TAY NPIvn
N1¥NAN NYIN2 NIwAn nyTY YaR .1a7Inn Inso
L1720 1312 MPIw 00 TYIAN YW N7INN NRMP DR
RXI7131 RMN1721 0°1WN D1PW 0370 w2 1001
IDIRY 113 ,1271N0 INRY 1WIAPIY 0711°Y 001,00
n»oVn 910721 N°an 127N INRY NaNwa ooann
1AT2W,N21IN PIYY K17 191.01127P0 N2pn Yo
92K ,N21AN N211N OW %Y 1NN YW 1797V 70 n°an
21N A1ANY 71V DRNA 7’0 RY 1°20 12710 INRY
D0°7°N IR 19 N2 1Y0aNIY 11D ,27N1W N°an
L1710 01 QW YV ANN Yapa X1 ,0°1vn0 NYnaw
0NN 012 1PN1aRY WYY 0°019 11797 RINW

Kaltalial et

LWOHN 7772 ,NAY NX NI72Y Y211P KDPDT RN
71072 NX7) 0°27 1782
(1N MR XN nwn
72D VPOHN 1aANAY
770 N1213) nOWITd
YWY ANna’w (270
1272 0 ’MT NnxM
VD P NYY 1991,NNR

.OIwY TR

1211N D1 N2 7571 XYW DYV NWNRN N2°ND Nt

/o9y’ n>yn 71239

19312 WONRIRAY IYyAY 170 1277 wpa
792°N WITPN 11°27W N10V’WH 2N 12w ,nD1n
1PRY PYNY n¥T ,Nand XY Yaxk niwnn nx
,(271°1m°2 177 2,29) n”2 07w °127a 10 IR
J1PI1wnn and XY YaR 1707 1PIaTa yawnl
,(NY2n 1120 1”7 2,20) PA1Y ’WIA X122 101
927 OI1W K110 277 1WA 0NN 0°A°32 2ND1 RO
1”77 X ,1D) 0”2 °’wA 191 .02avyn nYan ox 0
12N2 "N IR122 10K 7Y 12TA] (IR0 710
Y NnTPNa 07an1n0 IR L[RI3m nravan
D1PIwnn Yo and wITpn 1°27W 721X Apinn
nwn minval .01wnan 92°n wiTpn 1037 :9n
PIAYNY 112N 112°N XY WITPn 11°27 711020
7171 71T 922 RYR .ND HYIAW 17IN2 0272 NI
aN1D TN IMIRD AW X021 IR PT 2 WK
1921 /121 1PNI2IA YRYYW NvIiAwn 11191 11¥YY
95 Y2°p X101 WITPN 11°27 TV TAn 132710 00
D°WIDN1 0°IR°AN Y1 00T Y91 mvinwn
q17 902w T P2 1TAYWI 1127 Nvnn wnww
nawnn 190 Yonn 12°m ,nY10 A7Inn Y1 1M
SPRAM (2,0 PV’ TN 0701 970V 101
RIW 271 N7AR Y71 (N1AR NoonY anvnbl)
IR 2”37 (XD NMIX NIWAN Nan21 TX°)) 7INA
S Mpn 7’0 0T RANDAT ,NPIYNAN and Y277
.PRYT 07ann

33 PHIRY

,No7ynn 7125%

VI112 NIXINI Mavn TR yaY a1a oonixa
17 vAYN NnY Irvaa Yyvnw  nvRwn
DNNN 0w R21NY 1131 ,711wAna N21n 0T
.72 71910

97%1 WYY MTPAR 170 OWA ANRANY 0l
NINIRA N9IPNA ND1IN AYYNR YIRY 2100Y
7172,MIWN1 121N 71T 171D 7w 0 RY 199
11717 °1noNA 1PN 72977 ,010 127 IR XYW Y
LMY DR RY 1719211910 N7INN Y0217 v
9V 712°N1 1P710V0’NN 7171V 11172 TN PIY N0
YV DPTPITAT 0 1’RA O°I1H0 NwANA N A1
nn NN Y 0Y1vn NX°1an 0Iwn nI1vipn Yo
0°A5N N1T21N 1701,002 Y1RY i ,Tndnn
LPIINRA RTIARD TV D21TWRIN OR300
19°KD ,WPa NINTY 1170 1IN0 7120 KT PRI
nYYNY Y11’ RN TNT21°272 900 Ry RY
.11WNAN NKX 227 1770w 0TI 1AT 1270 7’0 121N
0Yy) 17907 IRIANYW 1A YY 1PP¥R RKNYNAT RN11191
N1211N 71 NPYTNA 1201 120w ,(Np 2 pon nY1a0
.11WnN NR’NN 0Tp 1A1 1270

N211N D1 VAV ‘PN 11°27Y 1910 DNNN OW1A WI1wnan V1IN 2”7Yna X110 N21IN-Ypa Nwao 117911

Y21 ’N1aR 70N’ YY2a YW 1wITN OV X210 T LT1T D2 M2YnAn 001970 1901 ORIINYNNY 19 vInw 1170 navann
oYL INTY R”70°YY WOPTIRIRDY 1AW Y90 270 NYYn A1 57Y1.1°20 17A72 1201 XY 1171 NPpYTh MY yay’ nivn’
PYN0IW Y”XT W D NNYW 27 TIRAN YW 12N01Y R7DOW 011997 1PYR 270 117V .NI1WNAA 17DT1 XY 12110 12 N1DYnw
No>Ynn >’y 1Y2pN1Y 0°andn TV 1PINRIT IRD 12001 0°0TAY 11217 11°811,9710 w1T°N YHw 12w ,19R 0°n°a 11n°vn

97109 Na1nno

,0°WIN 0om 1121 ,0°WaRa aYohinn T d'yn
791 9RDxa 9" mn

"YW NO1INT R2A10 11010 KXY N oyon..
1M NPAI0 NMDHYNON PR NHYWITPAT LVIWD KN
WITHY MW’ Tran onrna R RYR Y112
Yawy nmay aypwinw 12°1 91131 .1awnn
(M11NVI DYAT 171V 11A0) RO 0NY PRY D1V
oiwn X101 .N197°W N¥p 0NY Ww NPAI0 N2
RY "nYwIn 2”RWn .N1191 N12°7Y3a 1710 *H2anT
JVT110 D10 N9 970N

IR0 L INRP RAIMNWIRT NPRT RY YaY? NIwn 100
oy NWTN 117 1170 127100 INRY NyTa Y N9y’
9V 7721 12107 37D YW1 Y727 Ny TY1.N1072
17°%2 1N 0717 21V “2 R”D NAW ‘N331.0°1P1 MiXn
NRXW OTIP AT 770 °RT131 10 720 DYy TNX
VW”nd N12°2 NRX’ P”3a0 °701.0720 12907 Y1p na
127100 INRY TR 1101 ,0112°T 700 "nYw1a
INR WD NPayn nvun nvva ‘a N’ 07l
0019 AT 01WA NYVa RY N21INT’A32 0W1,127N0
1N1W 7Y HRIW 3% 7191 K10 12D 7WT1D1 R0
1902% 7121 kY1 07N YW 12 1P°TNNT NMixnn 12
NN 10X ,N171 NPY TN XY OR 101 NI1XA 11°K1.970D
991 N7PAR IR N71YN1 79012 O 110KT

27 JA1 1Y 127 Y12PY NPV TA NIPR NIYWNN I
290 11 NOWI 125WI 1N1WNINN *INR

TIX WITPN 11727 W20 KY” 70 3”Wn PNian X9
1an21 120w 1O NTNA noon nY wrIpny
11wn 7199 NAN21W N”3n NMNIRA 5”YawIina NJ1n
RYW 71 2N10 27NKR 1°11 197 071p XY /RN
901 ,M121XP NTPAIN N17IW KYXR 197303 2ndi
.NANK .NIWNRN N2 NN INK 9011 171791000

No0Nn WITPN 1°27 WTpn RY NnY VIYDHN DYLM
NYRWN RYR 7w KOT 01wA X110 015N NN
17V1.11WN1 RINY D1pnA 11781 1°1°7 an0 XY nnbd
MIYvnnw ,NINanT 7797 n”1°92 0”270 and 1310
P975NN1 NYXO¥N 21T YY TNPA 12T 573 1027 RY
1YY 7729 P2 NW N157201 1NOR YA PIv1 TN
PRV DY DTN 1 0T Y22 1Pivnn oravn Yol
07NN 727 D°11INRA IR2N 12971 /1D D°A07191n
0110 XY N1Wna 0P 01wa ANOW ’R N7V PU2Aa
N ¥’¥1 2N N1D1D 7T YW T1aw1 1P2°0N 0IR N°1Y
R PY2w 01w N7 Y9109 0IR 2N 12N XY
219902

N”3na 121N "7 12°N70Y AYwan 91N
’nA1 mipna 0Ny PR XY'An1 n1wa ono PR 9RIN
11121 PR3 ,1°nY w1

N”w1T 177 NP Ny

2e5) il




Ezra Hasofer expected the whole nation, or at least a majority, to
follow him back from Galus Bavel to Eretz Yisrael. But only a minority
did. Chazal say that if the majority of Klal Yisrael would have followed
Ezra, this would have ushered in the coming of Moshiach.

The meforshim explain that the reason more people did not follow
him was because during the seventy years in galus, many had become
wealthy; they were not ready to give up their luxuries to live in
"backward” Eretz Yisrael. Of course, they made excuses. Since the
Persian ruler Koresh had facilitated their return, and they now needed
permission from Daryavesh, the current Persian king, popular opinion
was that this could not be a sign of the coming of Moshiach, who would
be independent. They were tragically wrong. This was a major failure in
emunas chachamim.

Failure to pass the test of wealth has continued, from converting before
the Spanish Expulsion, to throwing away Shabbos and Yiddishkeit
upon reaching America early in the twentieth century.

Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin, zt”l. gave a drashah in which he told his

Rebbi According Honor
to Malchus Beis Dovid

Regarding the article in last
week's Alim, “Did Rabi Yehudah
HaNasi Omit Chanukah?”:

Actually, there is another
example of Rebbi taking his
family into account when
redacting the Mishnah. At the ,
beginning of Yevamos the Maaseh Rokeach asks: Why
did Rebbi start Seder Nashim with Yevamos? The logical
order would be Kiddushin, and then Yevamos.

He answers that Rebbi was according honor to Malchus
Beis Dovid: “Rebbi miBeis Dovid k'asi,” and malchus Beis
Dovid descends from two great yevamos, Tamar and Rus.

Likewise, it says 01192 ny>01Yv1°3171 (Megillah 5a). What
kind of tree did he plant at that time? “0°3%1 5w *p1712R,”
the tree of kings. Rebbi was saying, Purim is Shaul's day,
but don't forget who planted the family (tree) of kings;

disciples how lucky they were to be living in poverty, which gave them not Shaul, but Dovid.

the chance to amass the zechus of pnTn 71 N71INN 71°Y in contrast to
the dangers of wealth.

(As we know, the krovetz I'Purim skips “es Tzemach
Dovid” The Rebbe Reb Pinchas Koritzer says that’s
because Purim is the day of Shaul, so Dovid has no part
in Purim.)

Please note that what Rabbi Miller actually said was that
Chanukah is not part of Tanach because it took place
after the sealing of Tanach; once Hashem told Malachi
"zichru Toras Moshe avdi," Tanach had been sealed, and
nothing could be added.

Tanach had to be sealed, and Chanukah excluded from it,
so that when the Christians would later say that Hashem
spoke to their “savior,” we would be able to refute them
by saying, "Impossible! Prophecy had ceased long before.”

Daniel Clatstein

A few days later, a young talmid chacham came to Reb Yehoshua Leib
in tears. “What happened?” the Rav asked, expecting to hear of some
personal calamity. “I won a lot of money in a lottery,” the young man
replied. “Nu, what’s the tragedy?” “I bought a ticket before I heard the
shmeuss the Rav gave on the dangers of wealth,” the young man wept.
“If I would have known I would never have bought it.”

“First, make a brachah [probably Hatov Umeitiv.] I would like to
answer amen,” said the Rav. Then he went on. “If you understand the
danger of wealth, then wealth is a good thing. If you're in control, you
can learn with peace of mind and also help others. Poverty can destroy
a person’s Yiddishkeit, or it can raise him to the greatest heights. And
the same is true of wealth.”

Impressions of a Shiur Goer Rabbi Moshe Prager, Machon Aleh Zayis

Hagaon Rav Shlomo Fisher, Rosh Yeshivas Itri was a X172 0, a 0don TnYn and 17pw of the highest caliber, whom the Steipler Gaon
referred to as 11N XD, He could not have been much older than 50 at the time. He was the editor of the works of Hagaon Hakadosh,
Rav Elchanan Wasserman, 0>11x°2 Y21p, and myinw ya1p, among many other works of major impact.

Though he was born with a brilliant mind, he learned with a tremendous hasmadah while standing for hours on end, until well into his
eighties. It has been said that his brother, Rav Yisroel Yaakov, said about him when he was a yet a young man, “Ehr chazert,” meaning
he had learned n%15 n11nin 93 already, and was from then on engaged only in chazzarah.

Rav Mordechai Elephant reported that when he showed Rav Shach a letter from the Steipler calling Rav Shlomo “1170 189", Rav Shach
refrained from criticizing Rav Shlomo any more, despite his previous disapproval of many of Rav Shlomo’s positions.

Rav Shlomo would give shiur at home in a sugya for close to an hour and a half, and top it off with a half-hour shiur on Aggadah. He was
an original thinker, opinionated and sharp, because when it came to Torah he would brook no masui panim. Talmidei chachamim came
for the actual shiur, others for the mar'ei mekomos, and yet others for the Aggadah, which was more shaveh lechol nefesh. Some were
former talmidim who had already heard the shiurim, and some came to see the sight: in his eighties, standing at a shtender for close to
two hours, no notes, rapid-fire delivery, knocking down any question with a curt deflection, not a moment’s pause. That a yelud isha
should have such an awe-inspiring shlitah on the most complex sugyos in Shas could only be misod Hashem l’yireiav.

His Aggadah was dazzling as well, a masterful weave of the classic and the arcane, Kabbalah, Chassidus, Parshanus, philosophy, and
Chochmas Hanefesh that left the listener mesmerized.

His halachic mastery was singular; he was one of the few in the generation who paskened from the sugya, according to his own
understanding. He was an Av Beis Din of the Rabbanut of Yerushalayim, alongside Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg, and considered
himself as following the derech of “5”1 X”1TNN 171 D’PYRN WK D2117INRD Y1727,
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We usually highlight the 10 of Teves as the beginning of the
end, Xn1yo7 Xnynnx. On this day a siege was set on the city
of Yerushalayim, culminating in the catastrophic Churban.
Some Poskim say that for this reason, if hypothetically Asarah
B’Teves were to fall on Shabbos we would have to fast (see Bais
Yosef siman 550 in the name of Avudraham). This leads us to
another tragedy highlighted in the Selichos for Asarah B’Teves
(and recorded in the Shulchan Aruch O.C. 680): translation of
the Torah into Greek, that led to disastrous distortions of the
Torah in future generations. Finally, according to some the birth
of wxn 1Mx was on 9 Teves, heralding the beginning of future
tzaros for Klal Yisroel through the ages. The common theme
here is the beginning of the disaster.

The 9% of Teves is also the yahrzeit of Ezra Hasofer. According
to some opinions (see Megillah 15a), Ezra was Malachi, the last
Navi. Chazal call Ezra the “Moshe Rabbeinu” of his generation
because he restored the Torah to its original glory. Siddur
Yaavetz (Shaar Hagdi) and the Chasam Sofer (Drashos for 8
Teves), add that Ezra’s counterpart, Nechemiah, was also niftar
on this day, symbolizing the end of a glorious era.

There is another lesser known tragedy that is commemorated
on this day. In the aforementioned Selichah the paytan says,
TP °2%3 yn 19 1npaaR Yy onxo, referring to a fourth tragedy.
The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 18b) says that according to Rabi
Akiva, "1wyn mx refers to the 5% of Teves following the churban.
Amazingly, the Jews in Bavel first heard about the churban only
then, about six months after it happened. According to this
opinion, the fast days >1wyn o1x "y awn DX "Ynnn 01X °Y’170 0x

The Battle

Excerpt from Derech Yam on the first chapter of Mesilas Yesharim by Rabb Yitzchok Rabinowitz

Man was placed in the middle of a raging battle. Everything he encounters in this world, whether good or bad, is an
ordeal. He can be tested by poverty or he can be tested with wealth. The challenges loom from each angle, as we say

in Hashkiveinu, 111nxn1 11219971 70w 70M.

In prewar Europe, poverty was rampant. Children as young as twelve years old went to work. The challenge of

The Tragedies of Asarah B’Teves - the Beginning and the End
Rabbi Moshe Baruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

are recorded in chronological order, making the fast of Teves
the last one instead of the first. Rabi Shimon argues that the
passuk follows the order of the months and not of the tragedies.
Although the halachah obviously follows Rabi Shimon (that oix
"N refers to the beginning of the siege), the 010917717 is to
accept both opinions (see for example Tosfos in Rosh Hashanah
27a). The paytan explains:

71N2 NP0 170, PYOHR 2D 112 Y921 °01,71°vi 12 NTwYa W 170 PIn
1PV NNON AR VYD IR K12,V 0130

The fast of Teves in listed according to mwn 770 , reflecting
Rabi Shimon’s opinion, and according to NI¥yMD 170 reflecting
Rabi Akiva’s opinion — “because the refugees informed me of the
churban on the 5% of Teves.”

Shivah Asar B'Tammuz was the beginning of the end. It was
the day of the eigel, the first downfall of the 1270 717. Yet the
gezeirah of *NTpo *Tpd 0121 was activated only with the meraglim
on Tishah B’Av. Maasei Avos siman labanim — subsequently, at the
time of the Churban, on 17 Tammuz the wall was breached, and
on Tishah B’Av the destruction was complete. 17 Tammuz was
when idolatry was introduced into the Kodesh Hakadoshim by
Menashe, and 9 Av was the final blow, the destruction of Beitar.

Asarah B'Teves has both elements:the beginning of the tzaros
with the siege and the translation of the Torah, and also the end
of prophecy with Ezra’s petirah, and the “end” of the churban
with the nmwan ov in Bavel. Perhaps the stringency of Asarah
B’'Teves results from encompassing both elements. May we be
zocheh to see the end of the galus 11172 n1nna.

Derech

Yam

poverty was too great to overcome; there were very few bachurim in yeshivah.

Yet there were generations when poverty was overcome. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 20) says: In the passuk ’n x> nWK 20N 7201 1NN WPY
99nnn x>0 (Mishlei 31:30), 10 1pw refers to the generation of Moshe and Yehoshua; *91n Yan refers to the generation of Chizkiyahu,
when every child in Eretz Yisrael mastered the laws of purity; and Y7nnn X’n’n nx1> nWK, the greatest generation, was the generation
of Rabbi Yehuda Bar Ila’i, when they learned Torah in dire poverty; they were so poor that six students shared one blanket.

Then there is the challenge of wealth, that historically has caused people to drift away from Hashem.
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