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Excerpt from Hospitals in Halacha
by Rabbis Zvi & Moshe Schacher
Reviewed by Harav Y. E. Forchheimer

Kiddush and Havdalah in Hospitals

Becher Unavailable
Q: What should one use for Kiddush if a becher is unavailable?
A: Preferably, one should use a non-disposable cup. A
disposable cup that one designates for reuse is also acceptable.
If a non-disposable cup is unavailable, a disposable cup may
be used. It is preferable to use a nicer and stronger one (e.g.,
a hard plastic cup).

Wine/Grape Juice Unavailable

Q:  What should one do if wine/grape juice is not
available for Kiddush?

A: There is a difference between the Kiddush of Friday night
and the Kiddush of Shabbos morning:

For Friday night, Kiddush should be recited on challah or
matzah. (One should wash and recite o1 n5>v1 Yv. Then he
should place his hands on the challah/matzah while reciting
Kiddush, replacing the bracha of 19an with xx10).

Note: If one does not have any of these options available,
but expects to obtain them later in the evening, he should
wait for Kiddush before eating. (One who feels weak may eat).
One need not wait more than several hours or past Chatzos
(halachic midnight).

For Kiddush on Shabbos morning, one should use coffee or
hot tea. If these are also unavailable, he should use challah
(i.e. eat the challah first using the bracha of x°x1n as “Kiddush”
(If none of these options are available, one may eat without

Kiddush.)

Electric Lights For Havdala

Q: If regular fire is not available or not allowed, can one say
a bracha (boreh meoray ha'aish) on electric lights?

A: One may say a bracha on an unfrosted incandescent bulb
where the glowing filament is visible. If this is unavailable,
one should make Havdala without a ner.

Even if one will be able to use a real fire later that night, it
is preferable to use electric lights during Havdala rather than
waiting to use real fire later.

Besomim/ Ner Unavailable

Q: If one does not have besomim or ner, may he make
havdala without using it?

A: Yes. One does not have to search extensively for besomim
or ner. Even if it will be available later that night, Havdala
should not be postponed. If besomim or ner does become
available later that night, one should say a bracha then.

)
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Wine/Grape Juice Unavailable
Q: What should one do if wine or grape juice is not available?
A: One can make Havdala on a cup of coffee or hot tea. The
bracha of 19171 is replaced with Yonw.

Siddur Unavailable

Q: What should one do if a siddur is not available, and one
doesn’t know the Havdala text?

A: One should have someone read it to him over the phone
and say it along word by word over a cup of wine/grape juice.

Havdala Over The Phone

Q: May one fulfill his obligation by listening to havdala over
the phone?

A: Only as a last resort should one rely on listening to
Havdala over the phone. Even for a woman, it is preferable to
make Havdala by herself rather than listening over the phone.
If one cannot make Havdala by himself, it is better to wait
until Sunday rather than listening over the phone.

continued from pg. 2
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