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[Note: Even according to the

Behag, performing melachah before sunset isn’t the

same issur as performing one afterwards, but it is nevertheless forbidden
because of tosfos Shabbos].

...And the Sefer Yereim

Another interesting minhag has developed in which the women are stricter
than the men. Most women light the candles 18-20 minutes before sunset.
According to some Poskim, this is based on the opinion of the Sefer Yereim that
Mwnwn 172 commences approximately 15 minutes before sunset, and therefore
it is preferable to finish lighting by that time. (See Igros Moshe O.C. 1:96 where
he attributes this minhag to Tosfos Shabbos and not to the Yereim. However, in
Igros Moshe O.C. 2:6 and 4:62 he agrees that there would be a source to lighting at
this time based on Yereim). Common practice is that the men perform melachah
past this time, not taking the opinion of the Yereim into account. Perhaps we can
explain here as well that the Yereim is a minority opinion rejected by virtually
all the Poskim (see however Bach O.C. 261) and one need not be concerned
about it. However, the women who have an element of sakanah in this issue
have chosen not to be mechalel Shabbos ch”v even according to this opinion.

Other explanations for the emphasis on "1n' npY1n

As to Rashash’s question why the Mishnah terms the action hadlakas haner
and not just ner, Harav Akiva Eiger quotes the sefer 1179 n1w1w: This is a remez
that the husband should prepare the candles, and the woman is the one who
actually lights them. Another reason the Mishnah stresses 110 npYT1n may be
to reiterate that it isn’t enough to simply have a lit 11; she must actually light
candles specifically for Shabbos as mentioned above.

The Mitzvah Is to Light, Not Just to Have a Candle Burning

In the Hoshana for Shabbos Chol Hamoed Sukkos we say, npY1m 11 npo1in "1y
nawa. Why does the paytan say both np>1n and np1on? He should have said
either 11 NPT ¥ or NpY 7 11711°%! The answer is that the mitzvah (obligation)
is to light candles especially for Shabbos, so the "% (command) is to light a
candle to burn, and not just to have a candle burning.
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Rabbi Moshe Baruch Kaufman,
Machon Aleh Zayis

The Commandment of Ner Shabbos

The Woman’s Mitzvah

Parshas Tetzaveh begins with the mitzvah of lighting the
n7n in the Mishkan.

AN 11 mYYnY..OR1W? 712 R mxn anx. “And you shall
command Bnei Yisroel...to light...” The o100 Y2 provides us
with an interesting gematria: The word mxn (501) has the same
gematria as the words mw1 mx. This hints to the fact that the
women have an obligation to light the Shabbos candles. The
Baal HaTurim explains that the lighting is an actual obligation
based on the Gemara (Shabbos 25b) that says n21n naw 11 npoTi.

One explanation linking Shabbos candles
with the Menorah in the Mishkan/Bais
Hamikdash is based on a Tosfos (Shabbos. ibid)
that explain that the obligation to light exists
even if there are already lights in the home; the
woman must extinguish and relight them in
honor of Shabbos. This requirement is similar
to avodas haMenorah in the Bais Hamikdash,
which requires the Kohen Gadol to relight it
daily (nn 11 mbwnY), even if the lights are still
burning.

Another halachah is recorded in the Mishnah
Berurah (264:8) in the name of the Levush: Just as the Menorah
in the Mishkan had to be lit 1">°%n 0% nan%w xANw T, so M1
naw should be lit as well. This means to hold the candle by the
wick until most of the wick catches, so that immediately with
the removal of the hand, “the light ascends of itself."

A third connection between the two is found in the Arizal,
where the Shabbos table is compared to the Mishkan: 170X
PWIR RI19X¥2 XN OV JNYW1 R2°NoT XN1aa kn111Y. The Shabbos
candles in the south represent the Menorah, and the (twelve)
challos in the north correspond to the Lechem haPanim on the
Shulchan.

Commandment to Light

Perhaps we can take this connection a step further. nnxi
(“And you”) is loshon zachar, addressed to the man who should
command his wife to light the candles. The Mishnah tells us
(Shabbos 33a) that when it is close to Shabbos, one should tell
his household (wife) 710 nx 17910,

Rashi points out that it doesn’t say nnp>1n parallel to the
maaser and the eruv (OnNIwy ,0na7Y) reminders, but rather
17°770. Rashi says that this is because with other two, the
husband may be unsure if his wife did them or not, but the
candles he can see for himself if they were not yet lit.

Rabbi Shmuel Strashun - Rashash

We may suggest another interpretation as to why is says
1°9710. Since we are dealing with the severity of chillul Shabbos
specifically with lighting candles, which unlike the maaser
and eruv is a d’'Oraysa, one must not merely inquire onp>Th
but be firm and order 179 1. Of course the Gemara says that
one should say it kmin13, so that his household will accept his
command.

The Three Mitzvos; Lighting or Not Lighting

Besides the prohibition of chillul Shabbos, there is another
element here: sakanah. The Mishnah earlier (Shabbos 31b) says
that a woman may be punished during childbirth on account
of neglecting her three mitzvos — 110 np>n ,n%n ,nT1. This is
commonly understood to refer to neglecting to light the candles.
However, the Rashash wonders about the
grouping of not observing Shabbos candles with
the other two mitzvos. Neglecting nn or nT1is a
severe N2y, on the level of N1 or nw *172 R,
while lighting the Shabbos candles is a mitzvah
only d’Rabbanan, of oneg Shabbos. Furthermore,
why does the mishnah say the “lighting” of the
candles 110 NP9 and not just 73; after all, it
doesn’t say n7n nw1ON1 NTINY720 Y.

Rashash explains that the Mishnah isn’t
referring to a woman who doesn’t light at all, but
rather to one who lights after Shabbos begins.
The transgression here is actually chillul Shabbos, albeit for the
purpose of a mitzvah. Therefore, the Mishnah specifies that
she “lights” the candle, meaning when she is forbidden to, as
opposed to the other two mitzvos that she simply neglects.
See Tosfos HoRosh (Shabbos 25b), who initially explains the
Mishnah this way. However, in the end Tosfos HoRosh says it
means that she doesn’t light at all.

Women Follow the Behag...

Based on this we may explain the minhag for the woman to
follow the opinion of the Behag cited in the Shulchan Aruch
(263:10). According to the Behag, the lighting itself ushers in
the Shabbos, and melachah may not be done afterward; but
most Rishonim disagree, permitting melachah after candle-
lighting. The universal minhag today is that a woman follows
the Behag’s opinion when lighting, though when a man lights,
he may follow the majority lenient opinion.

Based on the above, this divergence can be understood. For
MoK we rely on the majority opinion. But for sakanah we try
to accommodate all opinions, because XMD’Xn XN130 X7AN.
Since according to Behag, lighting is acceptance of Shabbos, the
woman doesn’t want to be performing melachah at a time that
is forbidden even according to only one opinion.
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