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Ozer Gurwritz, claims to

have heard from Rav Elya that the cat was brought to
the yeshiva to kill mice and Rav Elya fed it out of appreciation (2101 n15n) for

the cat’s service.]

Although the Rambam shows that that one must perform chesed with all
humanity because of “Pwyn 935 nnm,” one can legitimately argue that “rnnm
PWYN Y3 5Y” is only a rationale to be merciful and not cruel but does not obligate
us to actively do acts of chesed.
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Rabbi Hillel Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis
1wYn Y % ranm

A highlight of Parshas Ki Sisah is the delineation of Hashem’s
thirteen attributes of mercy. One of those attributes is “0inn,”
“merciful.” Rabbeinu Avraham ben HaRambam explains this
middah: “despite Hashem’s great power, He is still merciful to
all creations, as it says, '"wyn Y3 5y ran'”

The Rambam (Dei'os, 1, 6; Sefer Hamitzvos, Aseh 8) writes
that we are commanded to emulate Hashem’s ways: x1n nn
nnr qx. Thus, just as Hashem is merciful, we should also be
merciful. This is codified by the Mishnah Berurah (156, 4). It
follows that just as Hashem is kind to all His creations, so too,
we must be kind to all His creations. Rabbi Yigal Dinowitz,
shlita, has pointed out, based on this, that we
are obligated perform gemilas chesed with all
humanity, just as Hashem is gomel chesed with
all humanity. Indeed, the Rambam (Melachim,
10, 12) instructs us to extend kindness to all
human beings, visit their sick, bury their dead
etc., so that we walk in the path of peace, as
it says: 17277 RN, VYA 71 Y PANT 937 1 0
o15w 1M N 921 oy °21T — “Hashem extends
mercy to all creations... and all His ways are ways
of peace.”

Reb Shimon Sofer (Hisorerus Teshuvah,
1, 166) writes that this Rambam corrects a
common misconception. People believe that
the obligation of chesed only truly applies in our own circles; we
need be kind to outsiders only to avoid their animosity. From
the Rambam it is clear that being kind to all is a fundamental
obligation; the ways of the Torah are sweet and peaceful and
must inform all of our interactions.

This can help explain another statement made by the
Rambam regarding an eved kna'ani. He writes (Avadim 9, 8) that
although one is permitted to task an eved with difficult labor,
it is a middas chassidus and a wise approach not to overburden
him. A kind person also shares his own food and drink with
his avadim. He should not humiliate his avadim with corporal
punishment or harsh words; rather he should speak kindly
and hear out their complaints. Iyov’s conduct is described this
way — he took pride in the way he treated others, recognizing
their innate humanity in them. The Rambam concludes that
descendants of Avraham Avinu fundamentally reject cruelty;
they are merciful to all, emulating the middos of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu — 1YY 7an1n onann 991 Pwyn 93 Yy rant — and
anyone who is merciful will be granted mercy as well.

The Kesef Mishnah and Radbaz explain that although the

Rav Elya Lopian feeding a cat

Rambam typically codifies laws based on Chazal and the
Geonim, here he is writing an original idea. They comment that
these words are appropriate for him, as it is obvious that they
flow from his heart. The Radbaz adds that these remarks come
straight from the Rambam’s sense of righteousness. Despite
their praise of the Rambam’s character, they are pointing out
that this ruling seems to depart from his usual practice of
only codifying strict halachic requirements that have a basis
in Chazal.

Based on the above, it seems that the Rambam was indeed
following his usual methodology here as well, and this is a
halachicissue. Since there is an obligation to emulate Hashem’s
ways, as he rules in Deios, it follows that one must be kind to
all, including an eved.

This idea is echoed in the Ibn Ezra (Shemos
21:2). He writes that Hashem commanded us
not to mistreat avadim or handle them with
brutality, regardless of their nationality. His
reasoning: “Pwyn Y3 Yy Dwn "AN1 > — because
Hashem’s mercy is on all His creations.”

This concept, “Pwyn Y3 Yv Pan1” extends
beyond how we should treat people. The
Rema (O.C. 223:6) writes that we should not
encourage people to buy new shoes or other
leather clothing because making them requires
killing another animal and the Torah states
“Pwyn 92 Yy van11.” The Nodah B’Yehudah in his
seminal teshuva about hunting (Y.D. 2, 10),
cites this Rema, and writes that hunting game for the sake of
passing time and pleasure is the antitheses of Jewish morality.

Can we extrapolate from here that in addition to not treating
animals with cruelty one must also perform chesed with
animals?

We have seen that some great men have behaved in such a
manner: The Maharsham was accustomed to spread seeds for
the birds in his courtyard every morning because he wanted
to emulate the ways of Hashem, of Whom it is written “rnn
PwYn 93 9Y” (Otzar Pidyon Haben vol. 2). There is also a famous
picture of Rav Elya Lopian feeding a cat. It is commonly
assumed that his rationale was because of “Pwyn %3 Yy van1.”

Notwithstanding these reports, it is possible to differentiate
between refraining from cruelty and bestowing kindness. The
Talmud uses “Pwyn 93 5y PanM” as a rationale for not being
cruel to animals. The Rema is also discussing killing them, as
was the Nodah B’Yehudah. We do not see from these sources
that there is an obligation to do chesed with the animals.

[R’ Shlomo Lawrence, 2”1, (In Their Shadows vol. 2, pg. 409)
write that his son-in-law Rabbi Chaim
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