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Based on Birkas Yechezkel
by Rabbi Yisachar Dov Kaminsky shlita

Supernatural Activities

Chazal (see Rashi, Vayikra 9:13) tell us that Moshe assembled
and disassembled the Mishkan each day of mx1o nn > nyaw.
The Panim Yafos (Parshas Shemini) asks: How was Moshe
allowed to build the Mishkan on Shabbos?

The Chasam Sofer answers that since the
Mishkan was miraculously assembled on
its own, its “construction” did not violate
Shabbos.

In his sefer Pnei David (Parshas Beshalach)
the Chida cites Rav Shmuel Primo,* who
said that since the taste of the mann could
be changed simply by thinking, it was
forbidden to think about the mann on
Shabbos. Similarly, the Maaseh Rokeach
(Parshas Mattos) cites the Nachlas Binyamin
that it is forbidden to consult the Urim
veTumim on Shabbos because doing so would be “writing,”
albeit in a supernatural way.

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (Har Tzvi OC, vol. 1 #174) disagrees
with Rav Shmuel Primo, maintaining that transformation
brought about by the thought process alone would not violate
Shabbos, as it is supernatural. Similarly, the Mishnah Berurah
(328:143) rules that capturing an animal via incantations is
not a violation of nT¥ NJKkYn, since that too is supernatural.
The same ruling is found in Ba'er Heitev (316:2) in the name
of Maharit Tzahalon (245), who says that trapping a deer by
saying “N’1 XN X1 RN” is not considered n1X if no physical action
is taken.

Some Rishonim say that the reason we recite INpT¥ on
Shabbos is because Moshe Rabbeinu was niftar that day. But
the Rosh (Arvei Pesachim #13) challenges this opinion, saying
that if the last day of his life was Shabbos, how was Moshe
allowed to write 70 Sifrei Torah that day? The Shlah answers
that Moshe wrote the Sifrei Torah through pronouncing a
Divine Name.

[The Chasam Sofer (glosses to Rosh)
suggests that perhaps he wrote them with
his left hand, but this answer is problematic,
because the Shulchan Aruch (OC 32:5) rules
that a Sefer Torah written with the left hand
is passul. R. Menachem Azariah da Fano (v”m1
1180n) rules that a Sefer Torah written with a
quill held in the mouth is also passul, because
it was not written the normal way. In that
case, how can writing enabled by a Divine
Name, as per the Shlah, be “kosher”?]

The Shelah seems to agree with Rav Tzvi
Pesach. On the other hand, Rema in Hilchos Techumin (OC 404)
seems to side with Rav Primo, ruling that someone who jumps
out of the techum (1>’n 27) on Shabbos enabled by a Divine
Name is violating a Xn»7IXT.

For an in-depth explanation of the underlying principles
(lomdus) of when an action performed by supernatural means is
considered a melachah and when it is not, the reader is referred
to the full discussion in Birkas Yechezkel (Vol. 2, pp. 377-383).

* Although at one point Rav Shmuel Primo served as Shabsai Tzvi’s scribe, he was
considered among the great rabbanim in his generation and is cited extensively by Chida.
See his entry in Shem HaGedolim, where Chida writes about him: “owwaymimv” (Ed.).
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