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Excerpts from “Reid Bites”, transcriptions of “Daf
by Sruly”, Rabbi Sruly Bornstein

Esther's Eternal Legacy

The Gemara (x ,1 nv7an) describes how Esther lobbied the
Chachamim to establish her Yom Tov for eternity. Purim was one
of the greatest miracles of all time. It was a transformational
event — kabbalas hatorah was reaffirmed - and she
wanted it to become a Yom Tov.

Rashi says that her request was “mw orb
nx1pv1.” Until that point, every Yom Tov was
from the Torah. Esther asked that her Yom Tov
not only be celebrated, but that it be recorded in
Tanach and read as a special kriah.

Rashi says the reason she wanted it was “nrnb
owY 75.” What does that mean, to be a nw for me?

We find this idea in the haftara for a taanis
tzibur: N11211 071272 210 OW1 T "NANA1°1°11 009 NN
n127 XY WK 1Y INR 091 0W. The Gemara (A% 1717010
1) darshens that when the passuk says that there
is someone without children who has something
better, a 09 DV, it's referring to YX°17 and 190
Y%217, which is 1MW Yy kP2, YR°1T was NI to a 19D, one of the
Kesuvim. He got a 091y nw with 517 190. If a person is n211 to
a 790 that's 1w Y Xp3, it's a 091 DW. Esther wanted a nw, she
said nwY "9 n1nY, that means the Book of Esther - she wanted
anox nYoan. Just like Y8717 got 091 0w, she wanted a nw as well.
But why did she want it so badly?

R1ononT K717, I would say, that the passuk says that if
someone is 1217 to a OY1Y 0w, it's N11am1 o°1an 210. Now Esther
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was trapped in a marriage that she didn't want to have anything
to do with. She was forced to marry Achashverosh, and because
she was forced to marry him, especially at the end of the n%7n,
where she says "n7ar °’n7ax 7wxI, she was stuck. She had to
be married to Achashverosh. Because of that, how was she
going to raise a Jewish family? She had a son, Chazal say it was
Daryavesh, who wasn't v1w9 at all. She couldn’t
have Yiddishe nua1 o’1a. So she petitioned the
Chachamim, N1117Y "21vap 0°15NY INOR 07Y ANYW - 1

| | ‘ can't have n1a1 013, I'm stuck with Achashverosh,

give me some nitzchiyus! We think of Esther as one
of the minnKx; you think of anox ,nxY 5N ,npa1,nw
- but really, what did she have? She had Daryavesh?
King Darius II? What was she n211 to with him? So
she said n1117Y >11vap, [ want a 091 nw, because a
021y OW is N112711 07120 210.

Hashem Always Keeps His Word

There's a very interesting Rambam, in the
beginning of v1nn 100, where he lists the 613
mitzvos. He writes that even though there are 613 mitzvos,
and you're not allowed to add to them - because if you add
to the 613 mitzvos, you're going to violate 7°01n Y21 - still, the
21 and the onon did add mitzvos. And then he gives an
example of how o’x’21 added n%7an Xpn - nnxn. Look at the
way he describes nY>an xpn:

NNYa nYann AR XIPY NN 1PN PT 0021 XAINY - the R0l
instructed that the Yidden should read the n%"an in the proper




time, N”apn YW Naw 1751019 15 - to remember the praise of N”apn, 119 NWPW MYrwn1 - and all the miracles he did for us, WP1WY 27p M
- and that 'n was close to us when we called out to Him. 1591511572 13 - so that we can bentch Him and praise Him.

And here's the punchline: o’xan n1111% »*110% 101 - so that we can inform future generations, n71na 11M*vVANW NN NRW - what ‘N
promised us in the NN is true. What did ’n promise us? 19X 11879 933 1°p19% 'Nd PYXR 0°27p D°P19R 19 TWR Y172 12 °n *3! Unbelievable!
This is why we make such a big deal about the Purim story. It’s something that's forever - 7118 09195! The Rambam says, the reason
is, because this is a sign that when the Eibishter tells you something in the n7in, when He says,"9x 0227 0°p19X 19 7WR 91727123
PYR 1IRIP 922 1PI9R ‘1, it's nnr. The Rambam says, naxw o'xan mm1H p*11nb. The punchline of the o11d story is that we were in big
trouble, we davened, we fasted, and n”apn answered our mY’on.

The Two Cities of Shushan

Rav Reuven Margolies (X2 12°0) m»21v 100, asks why is it when you go through the n%7an sometimes the city of (w1 is referred to
as just W1V, sometimes as 1720 TW1w. What's the difference?

He writes that this was always a mystery, but there was an archeological find in Iran which sheds new light on it. They found that
in the ancient city of 101w there was a large area, almost a city by itself, that contained the palace where the king and the dignitaries
and nobles lived, which was surrounded by a body of water. He writes that the city at large was called w1, but within the city of
10, there was a small area that was called n7an jw1w, where the king lived with all the dignitaries and nobles.

Rav Reuven Margolies writes that if you go through the n’p1oy, the difference is very, very clear. w1mwnx 79nn naws onn 0’2
n7°20 JWIVA TYR 1M2YN RO YY. Where were the women gathered to? 1111 D'Wi1n MW 79210 D770 Kan T YV DWIN 172 YR 17720 [0 R
J°Pnn.

The same thing with nan jwiwa n°n 1’ wR. Mordechai was a government official, so obviously he's going to be in n7an jww.

17°30 111 NNl N7 7970 1272 0°9INT XY 07817 - because that's where the government was, that's where the Senate was, that's
where Congress was. The same passuk says, 13121 JW1W 1Y NINWY 12w 121 790, referring to the larger city, because the whole city
was at risk. If you go through every single passuk, you can understand it literally 1min 11, if it’s happening from a royal perspective,
it's in N30 WY, not just WIV.

One of the things he writes is that at the end of the n%7n it says 0’111°2 X101 719011. instead of the n°pony killing the Yidden, it was
x1n 719011, They killed Haman, and they hung his ten sons, and then the king got a briefing and a tally. X100 013, they tell the king,
YR NIRA WAN TIR1 0710770 1370 717730 791w31 19910 IN0KRY 1900 1IK01.7900 2197 17730 TW1w31 0741700 1901 K3, they killed 500 people. nx1
1mn >121 N1y, they killed them as well. Then Esther asked for one more day. If you read the passuk carefully you’ll see she was asking
for more than that just a day. The original X101 719111 was only for n71°an 1W1W, so the Nnpi1 was only for the little area of nan W
07T’ 1370 77730 TWI1W3A 12970 IN0KRY 79nn 1K1 19n0 2199 27°an 1wI1va 0241700 1001 Ra-. Esther wanted
more. She said N7 1NIN1 12 NIYYNRY 7910 TR .. JWIWA WK DTIYY 02 03 NP 210 7900 YV OX INOX TR
jwiwa. The first time it’s N7720 W ,1717a0 W and the second 1w ,Jww. This is because they were
two places N71°an W1 and 1w1w. Haman lived in n71°an 701w, he was a dignitary. The original nnpi1 was
that Mordechai was going to be killed in n7°2n 1w, and that's where the nnp1 was. Esther asked that
it should be in 7w1W as well.

He says, and this is classic, that with this we can understand a Gemara. The Gemara says that when
Mordechai made a fast, the passuk says 37171 112v°1. What does 112v°1 mean? The x1n1 has two n'owb,
one VWY is that 712Y"1 means that N°1yna nod Yw 1TwWR1 0P 1avnw, he made the Yidden fast on the first
day of Pesach. The other w9 is X’ T Xm1pPIW 127, he went over a body of water to tell the Yidden to
fast. Rav Margolies says that it's v1wd that it was the body of water that the archaeologists discovered
between 1w1w and N30 ww. He was n1an 1wiwa ivn 11 v K and he crossed over the body of water,
and went to 1Ww1w. That's why right afterwards it says, n3121 w1 vm. Esther told him %3 0113 75 %
TwIwa R o1, To go to 1w1w, he had to take the ferry, and that's exactly what he did. The M2y~ )/
means he was 121 the x'n7 Xmp7, and that's the rest of the story. Rav ReuvenMargolies
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