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Nt nYy 1191 TadY
Thank you for the article based on Rav Reuven Margulies’ “The Two Cities of Shushan.”

The existence of two Shushans is mentioned by many achronim. The Ibn Ezra (n2an1n In1a T anon “an nom 2:x) writes that N2
means 117X, as it states in N1°171°2 0°271,017720 0TRY KXY 73 ,X:02 01’1 127, Accordingly, within the city proper of Shushan, surrounded
by a nmin and a moat, was Shushan Habirah, the 11118 (palace complex) of the king.

The Ibn Ezra and the (10:1’pn PWYRA1 N:2 INOR) PWYRD M1X’pelaborate:

The Jews inhabited Shushan but not Shushan Habirah, as only priests and officials were permitted to live in 79nn 11n7x. Thus it
says (10,1 OW) MNAYTAYNY JWIW 1Pm,(10 :1 INDK) NN121 JwIw 1y because Jews occupied the city; but n7an jwiwa 0 >T10> v (7 :1 INOK),
only one Jew lived in Shushan Habirah, Mordechai, permitted there because he was a descendant of royalty, one of Y1710 No13 *WIX
and an official of the government.

Rav Yonasan Eibschitz (171X 729171770 w117 2”n w21 N1Y°) brings the above, adding that a river/moat called "%1x" as in "11N2 AXIN
2,1 9R°17) 791X DR YV NP0 VIR 1ITNA NIRRT 01770 09792 WK 17730 JWIw31 "R PNIR12 °07). separated the palace complex from the city
proper. However, Rav Saadya Gaon in his commentary to Sefer Daniel says that "“1x"

can’t be a river because “there isn’t any river in Shushan.” From the sefer nmax n%on:

To resolve this conflict, the sefer (oW Yx°172) 30T Mmxawn writes that the passuk in Daniel The 1mIR of Shushan had been
quoted by Rav Yonasan Eibschitz referred to the future. In Daniel’s time, Shushan was buried for about 2,400 years when
not yet the capital of Persia. Years later, though, when wimtwnx replicated the throne of archeologist Marcel-Auguste Dieulafoy
Shlomo HaMelech and it got stuck in Shushan, w1mwnx decided to make Shushan the succeeded in digging it up. In 1884-
new capital of Persia (1n0x2a X732 1x1212). Thus there was no river called 218 in Daniel’s 1885 it was featured in L’Art Antique
time, as per the Malbim ,(nw) the river/moat having been dug only after the rising de La Perse, with a photo of a plot of
empire of Persia overtook Bavel. land surrounded by both water and a

In addition, the Rashash (3,1 n%an) writes that a Persian man told him that Shushan wall (see illustration).

was completely destroyed. Based on the w”w1 201 mixawn, we can understand why Rav
Saadya Gaon later says that there was no river/moat in Shushan, since when Shushan
was destroyed the moat disappeared; only in the time of the Purim story did it exist.

So it would seem that in the time of Rebbi the city of Shushan no longer existed, which
is why Rebbi did not include the halachah of Shushan regarding reading the Megillah in
the Mishnah. It may also explain why the Gemara says 1xn3 n12v7 “How did they do it?”
in the past tense, not “How are we supposed to do it?”

Thank you very much for the eye-opening gilyonos.
Gotuda Meir Hiseh 110 x3> 7 0191 190 12N7 Hva




How Can Leining Parshas Parah
Be Considered Mid’Oraysa?

Rabbi Moshe Baruch Kauman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Shulchan Aruch at the beginning of Hilchos Purim
(O. C. Siman 685) says, that “some say” that leining Parshas
Parah this Shabbos is mid’Oraysa. This opinion is based on
Tosafos (Brochos 13a) as well as other Rishonim. The Magen
Avrohom wonders at this opinion, and the Maharshal and Vilna
Gaon even attribute it to a printing error. But if we assume
that this opinion has a basis in halachah, what would be the
source?

Interestingly enough, many of the explanations given are
from very recent sources. Apparently the Rishonim and earlier
Acharonim didn’t feel it necessary to provide an explanation.
But here are four explanations given by the later
Acharonim in the last century:

Since it says twice in the passuk that the
Parah process should be n%y npinY, the Aruch
Hashulchan (Siman 585:7) understands that
the extra 091 npnY teaches that Parah will be in
effect even in the absence of the 19x. How can we
have a mitzvah of Parah without the Parah itself?
Obviously, says the Aruch Hashulchan, the Torah
is telling us that we can and should fulfill this
mitzvah just by reading the parshah.

In a similar vein, the Meshech Chochmah (nw1o
T,0> NpIn) says that that we find in other places, e.g. nwO
ox197n, that even the reading of the parshah is essential; for
the seder of the Parah Adumah, which has a lot of similarities
to the milu'im, the reading of the parshah is equally essential.
Although nowadays we don’t have the actual process of
burning the Parah, nevertheless we still lein the parshah, since
that is possible for us to do. See Mikra'ei Kodesh (Purim, Siman
6) and Moadim U Zmanim (Chelek 2 Siman 168) for a similar
explanation.

The Bnei Yissaschar (npmn nw1o nY27 X13K) similarly says that
the word 1KY is extra, and this is a hint to leining the parshah.

The Tchebiner Rav (31 17°0 21 PN o wn 2217 Nn”71Ww) has a
novel approach. In six places the Torah tells us to “remember.”
Shabbos is “remembered” weekly with kiddush, Amalek is
“remembered” with Parshas Zachor, Yetzias Mitzrayim is
commemorated in davening, etc. One of these six zechiros is the
history of the eigel. Where is that commemorated? The answer
is based on the medrash nia 9y 1939 xnx x1an (let the cow come
and atone for [the sin of] its offspring, the calf); focusing on the

.||.||||||-||||..
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Tchebiner Rav zatzal

positive — the purification of Klal Yisrael through eifer haParah
— we read about the Parah instead of about maaseh ha'eigel
itself. The Tchebiner Rav adds that Chazal chose this time of
the year for reading Parshas Parah for the obvious reason that if
Moshiach were to come now, we would need the Parah process
to purify ourselves in order to bring the Korban Pesach.

Finally, Rav Yaakov Kaminetzky (1py nw1o 1py’h nnx
T,0) says that it seems strange to find that Bnei Yisrael were
commanded the mitzvah of Parah Adumah in Marah, when
they didn’t even have the Torah yet then, let alone the Mishkan,
and they didn’t actually use eifer haParah until almost a year
later. This shows that there is a reason to learn the concept of
Parah even without access to the actual Parah.

The importance to us of leining Parshas Parah before Pesach
(whether or not the chiyuv is min haTorah) may lie
in the fact that it highlights the idea of observing
chukim in spite of their meaning being hidden. In
advance of receiving the Torah, Bnei Yisroel were
given this yesod through the law of Parah Adumah:
whether you understand the commandments or
not, you must observe them — n71nn NpIN NXT.

Yet while it was taught before Matan Torah,
Parshas Parah (at the beginning of Parshas Chukas)
is at the same time also a kind of conclusion, as
it is the last parshah before the Torah jumps ahead 38 years
and describes the petirah of Miriam at the end of the Midbar
era. Why doesn’t Parah Adumah appear at the beginning of
Parshas B’Haaloshecha, which speaks about the day that they
first actually used the Parah, or alternatively in the parshiyos
of tum'ah and taharah? The answer is that after the Torah has
been transmitted to Bnei Yisroel, they are again taught the
quintessential chok, to stress that whether they understand a
particular mitzvah or not — 171NN NPIN NRT.

Perhaps we may add that when it comes to Pesach there are
many chukim involved. The chacham asks, pinm n1vin nn; the
rasha wonders, D39 NRTN NT12vn Nn; at the end of the Seder we
testify that we carried it out 1np1m 1w5wn Y33. These chukim
begin with the preparations for Pesach. By reading about the
Parah at this time, we remind ourselves that we all pledged
ynwn nwy1 - “we will observe even before we understand” -
and now we commit and dedicate ourselves to studying and
observing even the chukim of Pesach, i.e. even the mitzvos that

we don’t understand, by reading about the Parah.
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