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Prayer on Purim -
Rabbi Asher Dovid May
Taken from Why We Rejoice by Rabbi Shlomo Dickman

The Gemara (Megillah 10b-11a) quotes fourteen Amora’im
who began their Purim lectures with different pesukim. Each
one felt their pasuk best represented the megillah’s message.
Rav Masna, the twelfth of the Amora’im, listed this pasuk as the
one that best encapsulates the megillah's message: 517311 °n "
YR 1R 923 IPYR 1D PYR 0730 0pYR 19 W (Devarim 4:7).
The Rambam at the end of his list of mitzvos also cites this
pasuk as the lesson of Purim.

Rav Masna and the Rambam are telling us that the essence
of Purim is prayer. This is the primary purpose of
the Yom Tov. The Maharal in the introduction to
his sefer on Purim called Ohr Chadash writes that
“The key to the Yom Tov of Purim is the strength
of prayer.”

The sefer Shibolei Haleket quotes Rav Amram Gaon
who said the custom was that the head of beis din
would lead the prayers on Purim, and they would
say Tachanun and add supplication.

Nowadays, we do not say Tachanun because it
isn’t recited on days of joy, and Purim is called:
Days of feasting and joy (Esther 9:22). But in earlier
generations there was a custom to do just the
opposite. Because the salvation of Purim came from prayer, it
is therefore appropriate to increase our prayers.

The Kli Yakar (Shemos 17:12) states that Amalek wanted
to uproot the foundations of Klal Yisrael: Torah, avodah, and
gemilas chassadim (Avos 1:2). The mitzvos of Purim correspond
to these three pillars. Reading the megillah corresponds to
Torah; mishloach manos and matanos l'evyonim to gemilas
chassadim; and Ta’anis Esther, when we say selichos and pray,
corresponds to avodah. Ta’anis Esther is not only a preface to
Purim; it is part of the avodah of the day of Purim. It is then
that we fulfill the custom of increasing supplication on Purim,
to commemorate this important aspect of the day: its power
of prayer.

The Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 30:3) discusses the pasuk:
AR Y907 X121 0V1 190X 1372 nRt anan (Tehillim 102:19). What
does it mean that a new generation will be born? One opinion
in the Midrash explains that it is referring to the generation
of Mordechai. That generation was so close to death that its
salvation is considered a rebirth; it was like a new nation.

The Maharal (in sefer Tiferes Yisrael, ch. 53) quotes a Midrash
that says that all the festivals will be annulled when Mashiach
comes, except for Yom Kippur and Purim. Both these festivals
involve resurrection, being reborn after dying. On Yom
Kippur, a person who was destined to die because of his sins
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is restored to life. This is a form of techiyas hameisim. Likewise,
on Purim, when the decree was annulled and the nation was
granted life, this “life” came from a level of life that is above
nature. Hashem didn't annul the decree in the usual manner
of annulling decrees. Hashem shone a special light on them,
a light that originates in techiyas hameisim. Their regular life
force had already been destroyed by the decree: To destroy, kill,
and annihilate all the Jews (Esther 3:13) — they were considered
dead. Hashem opened a new gate of mercy for them through
which they were granted life again. Therefore, it is appropriate
that these two festivals will not be annulled at the time of
techiyas hameisim, for they are both connected to the concept
of techiyas hameisim.

The Maharam Schiff (at the end of Chullin)
elaborates about the miracle of Purim. He writes
that Esther is alluded to in the Torah in the verse,
°19 TROX N0 "7IN). Since this was a time of the
Shechinah’s concealment, it was appropriate that
redemption came through a woman of extreme
modesty. Because of this quality, her prayers could
reach a high, hidden place in Heaven where they were
able to annul Haman's power.

Mordechai is alluded to in the Torah in the words
7177 1 (Shemos 30:23), which is one of the spices
of the ketores. The ketores was brought into the innermost
chamber of the Beis Hamikdash, the Holy of Holies, on Yom
Kippur. During the rest of the year, it was only offered on the
inner altar. In this same way, Esther and Mordechai's prayers
were able to reach inside the deepest chambers of Heaven,
from where they could overturn the decree of Haman.

The sefer Tiferes Shlomo quotes the Arizal who said that Purim
has alevel that is very high, even higher than Shabbos and Yom
Kippur, for Mordechai brought down a great illumination of
mercy to the Jewish People, the likes of which the world had
never seen, even when the Torah was given. Therefore, explains
the Tiferes Shlomo, although all the other festivals will be
annulled in the light of the holiness of the time after Mashiach
comes, Purim will not be annulled, since its light is from such
a holy place.

The sefer Kav Hayosher (chapter 99) writes that the secrets
of the world above begin to be revealed when we start reading
the megillah.

The power and joy of Purim comes from the strength of the
prayers of that generation, which made such an impression
that Hashem's mercy became revealed through the Yom Tov of
Purim and through Mordechai and Esther. That power remains
in Purim forever.
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