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Summing it up, before
using grape juice for the
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Seder consider the following:

1. The Magen Avraham’s opinion that fermented
wine is preferred over unfermented wine.

2. Whether the grape juice still has the ability to
ferment.

3. Rav Henkin’s opinion that “wine” refers to the
power to intoxicate.

4. Rav Moshe Feinstein’s opinion that alcohol
content is needed for it to be considered
cheirus for the drinker.

5. That diluted (“light”) grape juice may lose its
status as wine.

In conclusion, wine should preferably be used
for the Seder night, though someone who cannot
tolerate even low-alcohol wine (as well as children)
may use grape juice. Regarding kiddush during the
year: On Friday night, when kiddush is a d’Oraysa,
one should preferably use wine, but for Shabbos
day kiddush or for havdalah that are d’Rabbanan,
grape juice may be used.
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The Great Grape Juice

Debate
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
From Prohibition Almost a century ago, during the
To Kedem Prohibition era, the Poskim had to deal with
the she’eilah of whether using grape juice for kiddush is permitted
or not. Those in favor of grape juice based their opinion on the
Gemara (Bava Basra 97b) that states that a person may squeeze
a cluster of grapes into a cup and make kiddush on the juice.
Though the juice coming straight out of the grape is obviously
unfermented, known as 1nan 1, and therefore the Gemara
debates permitting it for kiddush, the Shulchan Aruch (Siman
272) rules that one may use this “wine” for kiddush.

Those who opposed the use of grape juice for kiddush
presented two arguments:

1) The Magen Avrohom (Simanim 271:3 and
600:1), cited in the Mishnah Berurah (271:5), says
that it is still ideal to use 1w° 1 that has already
fermented. During the Prohibition era, in his sefer
Yad Halevi (pp. 136-138), Rav Yitzchok Simcha
Hurewitz (Rav of Hartford, Connecticut) sharply
criticizes the position of those who argue with the
Magen Avrohom.

2) Unlike 1nan1», grape juice lacks the ingredients to
ferment. In the grape juice-making process the juice is treated in
away that prevents it from fermenting, so it cannot be compared
to simple unfermented wine that will inevitably ferment. In the
words of Rav Hurewitz, grape juice is the equivalent of lemon or
orange juice. See also in Shiurei HaGrish"a (on Brachos 35b) that
Rav Elyashiv is of the opinion that this may even downgrade
grape juice to a “shehakol’!

In 1962, the Kedem winery explained that the process of
producing grape juice does not make it unable to ferment.
Under the “right conditions,” grape juice can ferment, and
therefore it is no different than 1nan 1. Although there are still
ways to make grape juice by “killing” its power to ferment, the
common method in use today does not do so.

Rav Henkin (Shu’t Gevuros Eliyahu 144-145) initially
followed the strict opinion regarding grape juice. However,
when he was told by Kedem that the juice can still ferment,
he approved grape juice, though only for people who couldn’t
tolerate alcohol, even encouraging the producers of grape juice
to print that caveat on their labels. He cited various sources
that the chashivus of wine is associated with its ability to cause
intoxication, and therefore grape juice is still not Ichatchilah.
Furthermore, wine is associated with simchah and is a drink
that satiates (Brachos 35b), nnwm Tyo, which presumably
refers to its alcoholic The Debreciner Rav (BM 6:53) also favored
wine for these.

Tzelemer Rov with Debreciner Rov

Daled Kosos Another argument was presented by Rav Dovid
Feinstein in his Haggadah Kol Dodi (pp. 5-6), in the name of his
father, specifically for the daled kosos on Pesach. The Gemara
says (Pesachim 108b) that there is an obligation to have n1n
on Pesach through the wine. Simply understood, n11’n is the
element of alcohol in wine. This is also indicated by Rashbam
on that Gemara. Other Poskim, including Rav Tzvi Pesach
Frank (MK 2:35); Rav Elyashiv (cited in Shvus Yitzchok, Pesach,
p- 117); and Rav Ben Tzion Abba Shaul (Vol. 3 15:4) made
this distinction as well. Even those who permitted grape juice
advised mixing it with some wine to give it an alcohol taste.
Although the Shulchan Aruch mentions the use of
unfermented wine and raisin wine in Hilchos kiddush (Siman
272), it does not mention it in Hilchos Pesach. The Mishnah
Berurah (Siman 472:37) mentions the option of
using raisin wine on Pesach only in connection
with a person who cannot tolerate alcohol.
Light
Grape Juice

In recent years “light” grape juice
was introduced. Some Poskim
hold that once the grape juice is diluted, it loses
the status of wine. Although real wine may be
diluted, grape juice which doesn’t have wine’s
potency may not. The Kedem winery doesn’t
differentiate, and even the light grape juice is
marketed with the approval of the Tzelemer Rav.

In the early days, standard wines (Concord grape, Malaga,
Low-Alcohol Wines etc.) were high in alcohol content (12%)
and Smaller Cups  and in sugar. Many people used large
8 oz. bechers or glasses. In recent years, with many choices
of wine with low alcohol content (5%) and glasses that hold
the minimal shiur reviis (at most a little over 5 ounces), most
people can drink wine with no ill effects. L'’halachah one need
drink only 3 ounces (a full reviis according to many Poskim, and
rov reviis according to all), to fulfill the mitzvah.

Rav Moshe Shternbuch shlit’a (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos, Vol. 2
Personal Custom  #243) names various Gedolim (Chazon
or a Psak? Ish, Brisker Rav, Tchebiner Rav) who used
grape juice, butitis hard to determine if their personal hanhagah
was a psak for the klal. The wines available in the 1950s were
high in alcohol content; it is possible that those Gedolim were
unable to tolerate the alcohol, so for them it was [chatchilah to
use grape juice. Nevertheless, in a later volume (Vol. 4 #69), Rav
Shternbuch himself says that it is proper for X121 to use actual
wine. Rav Chaim Kanievsky, cited in Da'as Chazon Ish, related
that his uncle, the Chazon Ish, couldn't tolerate wine and
therefore his individual practice cannot be viewed as a psak.
Furthermore, perhaps the Gedolim used actual 1nan 1> and not
processed grape juice.




