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Adapted from Mayim She’uvim
on Perek Arvei Pesachim,
by Rabbi Moshe Mandel

Reading the Haggadah The Rema (430:1) brings a well-
on Shabbos Hagadol known minhag to read the n1an on
911N Naw, saying that the reason for this minhag is that the
n2181 actually began with the “taking” of the noo 127p on 1071 7,
which fell on Shabbos that year.

However, the X711 argues that one should not read the nmin
before the night of the Seder, as is clearly stated in the :xn%7on
A0 0°N21A 11771 N¥A WY YW1 ,NT 112v32 97N 0 Tvan 9100,

This statement of the X" is a chiddush. The xnY>>n teaches
that the mitzvah of n”>x> 119°0 does not begin before
the night of Pesach; but if one wishes to read it as a
RnYY1 37mn, the Xn»on doesn’t oppose that. So why
would the X”71 say X117 not to read the Haggadah on
Shabbos Hagadol?

The Yaavetz (in his siddur) brings this xn>on,
adding that since the mitzvah of n”x> 119°0 does
not begin before the night of Pesach, someone who
reads it on Shabbos may be transgressing 7010 Y.

Secondly, writes the Yaavetz, people have a
greater interest in, and focus more on something
that is new to them; therefore, it is better to not
familiarize oneself with the words of the Haggadah
before Pesach, leaving it to be new and interesting when sitting
down to the Seder.

The Reason for
this Minhag

From the words of the x”n1 above, is seems
that since the nY1x1 began on that Shabbos
it is fitting to begin speaking about the n71x1 then. This is also
ynwn from the w115 in 9”n 0.

However, the (n”o”0n”1w)Y”w1nn writes that the reason for

Lichvod Alim,

Although Rabbi Moshe Baruch Kaufman accurately stated in last week's
gilyon that the Brisker Rav was unable to tolerate alcohol, the Brisker Rav
did not drink grape juice for the nmo1> vaIx. Harav Meir Soloveitchik 57zt
remarked that a certain Haggadah describes two customs of his father, the
Brisker Rav, both of which are untrue: that the Rav used grape juice for the
mo1d ¥17X and that he danced at o*ywi1 a nxan n1wy. Harav Mordechai Yaakov
Soloveitchik X”0*5w told me that the Brisker Rav always made w11°p on challah
(even on Shabbos morning), except twice a year when he drank wine: on Rosh
Hashanah (since he did not want to wash before 191w ny’pn), and on Pesach.

The opinion of the Chazon Ish regarding grape juice is well known; to
quote Harav Nissim Karelitz zatzal and Harav Chaim Kanievsky zatzal.
7927 92 172 021V YW WK 11NN NV°Y”, even in regard to the quality of nnwn.
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Rav Chaim zatzal Reciting Birchas Ilanos

the minhag is to assure that the Haggadah will be »1pa n1170” at
the Seder. Some say that for this reason it may be enough that
just the one leading the Haggadah should prepare by reading it
on Shabbos.

The 77°ax1 in 1”720 ~0 and the 57>7nn in Y110 Naw "0 write
that the main minhag is for the children to read the Haggadah.
This is the opposite of what would seem be the nv'w of the
>7wann.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky 9”pixt  (Artscroll
edition), brings a reason for the minhag to
read the Haggadah on Shabbos Hagadol:

The Shulchan Aruch ("0 Yo 1”v1 N”IR) states
that although it is 10X to read by the light of
an oil lamp on Shabbos out of concern that the

Rav Chaim
Kanievsky zt”1

reader may adjust the lamp, this does not apply
to reading the Haggadah, and therefore even if
Pesach falls on Shabbos (as it does this year),
one may read the Haggadah by the light of oil
lamp. The reason for this is that everyone is
familiar with the Haggadah.

Rav Chaim questions why we assume that
every person is familiar with the Haggadah
if it was last read a full year earlier. Maybe,
says Rav Chaim, the reason for the minhag to read it on the
Shabbos afternoon before Pesach was to familiarize oneself
with it so that he may read it the darkness of the night of the
Seder by the light of an oil lamp. Since this was necessary when
Pesach fell on Shabbos, it became the minhag every year. (This
explanation is also found in 5w nY1wy, a W10 on the sefer
171 nwwn, a compendium of the minhagim of the X”11.)

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua and Rav Yaakov Soloveitchik shlita at
Rav Chaim Kanievsky's levaya




