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As part of a new initiative, Machon

Aleh Zayis is proud to announce the

forthcoming publication of the Lithuanian
classic, Galya Masechta, by R. Dovid of Novharodok (1769-1836).
The new edition will contain an accurate version of the text, and will
be complete with sources, and references to Acharonim who discuss
the responsa of the Galya Masechta. Additionally, the sefer will be
beautifully designed and handsomely published
in keeping with the high standards of Machon
Aleh Zayis.

Preparation for this volume is long underway
by a select team of professionals with experience
in editing works of Rishonim and Acharonim
previously published by our Machon, such as
Pirush Rabbenu Avraham Ben HaRambam Al
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and the Aruch Hashulchan, who always strove to uphold the
halachic policies of their predecessor, the Galya Masechta.

This sefer excels in its rigorous pshat analysis and it sparkles
with clear and crisp lomdus. Each topic discussed in the sefer
is approached with a thorough survey of the sugya and its
Rishonim and the thread of pshat in the sugya is then followed
to its natural conclusion. As such, this work may be considered

a prime representation of the Talmudic
methodology which was the hallmark of
Lithuanian Torah study, promulgated by
| Rav Chaim of Volozhin (which he in turn
absorbed from the Vilna Gaon and the
Shaagas Aryeh).
The Galya Masechta is confident in its
approach and does not shy away from

HaTorah, Rav Mordechai Bannet’s Magen Avos,
Shu’t Bais Yaakov, Sifrei Yaavetz, Deroshos
Machtzis Hashekel among others. Dedication
and sponsorship opportunities for this and other
similar projects are still available. Please direct
all serious inquiries to publish@alehzayis.com.
What follows is a brief historical snapshot of R.
Dovid as well as an appreciation of his magnum
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arriving at original conclusions, even if they
are sometimes at odds with accepted rulings
of the Shulchan Aruch. An example of this
can be found in the halachos of Chanukkah:
The Rema rules that each member of the
household shouldlight their own Chanukkah
lights. The Galya Mesechta dissects the
pertinent sugya and concludes that this

opus, the Galya Masechta.

The sefer Galya Masechta occupies a place
of prominence among the many significant
publications of nineteenth century rabbinic
scholarship. Its author, Rav Dovid of
Novharodok, was born in 1769 to Rav
Moshe, rabbi of the Lithuanian city, Kletzk, who invested
much effort in training his son to learn Torah constantly and
to study each sugya in depth. The young prodigy was married
at the age of fourteen, but he continued his rigorous program
of study under his father’s tutelage for the next eleven years,
whereby he would spend the entire week learning in the beis
midrash in Kletzk, returning home only for Shabbos.

In 1794, at the age of twenty-five, he was selected for the
prestigious position of Rav of the venerable community of
Novharodok, a town full of talmidei chachamim. Over the
course of his career, many offers for better-paying and more
prestigious rabbinical positions would arrive from the greatest
communities in Europe, but Rav Dovid’s heart was bound with
Novharodok, and he served there until his untimely death
in 1836. An angelic personality, with a soul brimming with
compassion, tradition records that he died of heartache over
the oppressive ‘Cantonist’ decrees and the role of the Jewish
khappers in its cruel implementation. He was succeeded in his
position by such giants as Rav Yitzchok Elchanan of Kovno
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position has no basis in the Rishonim. Hence,
he rules that only the householder should
light for everyone. This position is cited by
the Aruch Hashulchan, who, as mentioned,
was a later rav of Novharodok. Reportedly,
the Chazon Ish also gave credence to this
ruling and instructed that apart from the head of house, family
members should not recite a brachah on their Chanukkah
lights.

Aside for the widely acclaimed halachic responsa contained
in Galya Masechta, the volume also contains a selection of Rav
Dovid’s derashos and hespedim, wherein he exhibits his great
ability as a darshan with a profound mastery of the agadah
as well. One very famous hesped was given upon the passing
of his mentor, Rav Chaim of Volozhin. In this classic hesped,
he observed that Rav Chaim of Volozhin passed away on the
anniversary of his bris, and that this constitutes the true
‘fulfillment of days’ merited by tzaddikim.

The prominence and importance of this sefer can be gauged
from the fact that the Pischei Teshuvah cites it numerous times
throughout Shulchan Aruch, even though it was relatively
contemporary and was only published a short time before the
publication of the Pischei Teshuvah itself. Rav Shach zt”] once
animatedly related the words of the Galya Mesechta where he
writes to Rav Dovid of Mir not to argue with his explanation
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of the words of the
Rambam - contrary to the understanding of all
of the Rishonim and Acharonim, with words that bespeak an tremendous
sense of inner confidence:
I am confident that all of these great men are actually grateful
to me and are in full support of my truthful understanding — in
opposition to the position they held here in this world. They are
now in the world of truth where they merited to be explained this
halachah by Hashem Himself, and they surely know the absolute
truth of my explanation. Moreover, they are now in the presence
of the Rambam himself, and he testifies as to the true intention of
his words, and he is telling them, “As the Rabbi of Novharodok has
written, that was my true intent.”
When Rav Shach was asked how the Galya Mesechta was able to exude
such confidence, he responded, “This is the confidence which is acquired
by someone who toiled and exerted himself to understand the sugya
with the Rambam, days and nights, until he was coughing up blood from
his lungs.”

Rav Dovid viewed the publication of the Galya Masechta to be the
fulfillment of his mission in this world, and he invested tremendous
resources and energy to prepare these teshuvos for print. Although he did
not merit to see the fruits of his labors, the sefer was eventually printed in
1844 by Rav Dovid’s son-in-law and grandson. Since that time, this vital
work has not merited an updated edition, as befitting such an important
work of Torah scholarship. Moreover, many shuls and personal libraries
lack this sefer, as even photo-offsets of the sefer have become something
of a rarity. Of late, many talmidei chachamim have clamored for a new
edition of the sefer to see the light of day, and it is to fulfill this objective
that Machon Aleh Zayis has launched its latest initiative.

Rav Yechiel Michel Dzimitrovski, world-renowned for his scholarly
editions of Ketzos Hachoshen and Nesivos, was particularly excited to hear
of this initiative. He related that his father, the great gaon Rav Yitzchak
Dzimitrovsky zt”], held the sefer in very high regard and it was very beloved
to him. In fact, Rav Yitzchok would say that the Galya Masechta’s sevara
is so straight and sound as to be comparable to the sevara of a Rishon. Rav
Dzimitrovski has given his heartiest approval for this project which he is
convinced will be a great blessing for the Torah world.

A partial sampling of Acharonim who cite the Galya Mesechta:
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Minor Action

nwl n n_s By Rabbi Baruch Yechiel Schreiber;

translated from an article in Zichron Tzvi Yehudah

The Gemara (X,n2 N1wn WR1) says that if one ate
matzah while a shoteh, suffering a bout of insanity,
and then recovers his senses, he is obligated to eat
matzah again and did not discharge his obligation
with the matzah he ate while insane. The Yom
Teruah concludes from this that a boy who was born
after midday on Rosh Hashana must wait until
after midday to fulfill the mitzvah of tekias shofar
the year he becomes bar mitzvah. If he hears shofar
earlier, it is not sufficient, similar to the person who
ate matzah while a shoteh, who did not discharge
his obligation. Rabbi Akiva Eiger comments that
although we pasken that a boy becomes obligated
in mitzvos on his thirteenth birthday regardless of
what time of day he was born, there is a case where
the Yom Teruah’s ruling would make a difference:
When a boy grows shtei saaros, he becomes obligated
in mitzvos min hatorah, prior to that his obligation
is only miderabanan. If the shtei saaros come in the
middle of the day on Rosh Hashana, he cannot rely
on his having heard shofar and must hear tekias
shofar again.

The Mordechai (nxwn nix n%°3n), quotes Rav Tuvia
of Vienna, who explains that one may make kiddush
on erev Shabbos, even though tosefes Shabbos is only
miderabanan, because he will eventually become
obligated to make kiddush min hatorah. This seems
to contradict Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s conclusion that
a mitzvah performed before one is obligated min
hatorah does not help for later.

The Turei Even has a different understanding of
the Gemara. He explains that when the Gemara says
that a person who eats matzah when he is a shoteh
and then becomes sane must eat again, it is because
the actions of a shoteh are meaningless and are
akin to a person who does a mitzvah as a misasek,
unwittingly. Thus, an eved kenani, who understands
what he is doing and is capable of meaningful
action, who does a mitzvah while was still an eved
and is then freed does not have to do the mitzvah
again. Since at the time he fulfilled the mitzvah he
was a bar daas and knew what he was doing, he can
do the mitzvah and will help later when he becomes
obligated.

According to this understanding, it is only a
shoteh or a katan, whose actions are not meaningful
that don’t help for later, but since a person who
makes early Shabbos is a bar daas, and is capable of
meaningful action, his kiddush can suffice even for
later when it becomes Shabbos min hatorah.

The Rambam writes (17 noo 127 1”0) that a koton
who became bar mitzvah between Pesach and Pesach
Sheini, who was included in the korban Pesach while
a koton, is exempt from bringing a Pesach sheni. The

continued on page 8




Mitzva Momentum-
Harav Shlomo Feivel
Shustal shlit”’a

Based on the Rosh Yeshiva’s sefer Rishpei Aish
The Rosh Yeshiva will be giving a virtual Shiur [via Zoom] on this topic on

Wednesday, Chol Hamoed, for Agudas Yisroel Yarchei Kallah in conjunction with
Kollel Iyun Halacha.

After Pesach, Kollel Iyun Halacha will expand into in-person learning with chavrusos
and shiurim at Bais Elazar-Kollel Imre Kohen, 185 Miller Rd, Lakewood, NJ 08701.
For more information email Rabbi Shlomo Gottesman at kollelyishurun@gmail.com.

The Mishna in Pesachim (64a) describes how the dam of the
korban Pesach was passed from kohen to kohen: each kohen would
hand the full ki to the next kohen, and then return
the empty one to his friend. The Gemara notes
that this order is deliberate: he must first take the
full kli and only then return the empty one.

This has unexpected ramifications in practical
halacha. The Rema (O.C. 141:7) writes when
someone gets an aliyah, he should not leave
the bimah until the next oleh comes up. The Gra
cites his source as the Maharil, who derives this
practice from the above Mishna, that the empty
one is only returned after he has received the
full one. The Gra notes that another ruling of the
Rema has the same source. The Rema writes (O.C. 147:8): When
two sifrei Torah are used, the first should not be removed from
the bimah until the second is placed there. The Gra again points
out that this originates in the Maharil, who derived it from the
same Mishna. There, he writes that the reason for this practice
is so that we should not be distracted from mitzva performance.
In other words, the Maharil understands that were the kohen to
hand off the empty kli before receiving the full one, he would
spend the few moments until he received the full one empty-
handed. At that moment he would not be occupied with the
performance of a mitzva, and this would be an interruption of
sorts.

This idea, that mitzvos should be done in such a way that they
overlap so that there is no break in their performance, can be
better understood based on the Nefesh Hachaim’s description of
the Heavenly effect of being involved in a mitzva. He writes (1:6):

R' Shlomo Gottesman, Rav Shlomo Feivel Schustal,
Rav Moshe Hillel Hirsh, and R' Avrohom Gottesman

When a person begins thinking about doing a mitzva,

the effect of his thought is immediately felt on High, in its

uppermost sources. From there he draws down upon himself

an aura of light and elevated kedusha. This aura assists him

in the completion of the mitzva, and through the completion

of the mitzva, the light becomes even stronger... this is

what Chazal meant by “imix py»on 7702 X3 — One who

comes to be purified is assisted.” This [light] also awakens

his desire and draws him towards performing more and

more mitzvos ... as Chazal said, “1x0 017711 710 — One

mitzva leads to another.
In Chapter 12, the Nefesh Hachaim describes another aspect
of this process:

...this aura of light and holiness helps him
complete the mitzva, and when the mitzva is
completed, the holiness and the light return
to their source.

In other words, when a person begins to
consider doing a mitzva, he merits Divine
assistance and inspiration. As long as he is
involved in the performance of the mitzva, the
Divine inspiration keeps on getting stronger
and more powerful. Once he stops, this Divine
assistance leaves him and returns to its source.

When a person stops doing a mitzva and then starts a different
mitzva, he must start this whole process anew. He has lost his
momentum. That is why the Maharil stressed the importance of
never being without a mitzva. When a person must perform two
mitzvos, he should not let go of the first until he has started the
second. That way the kedusha of the mitzvos will join and build
on each other, and instead of the kedusha of the first mitzva
departing, it will serve as a foundation for the second mitzva,
and the kedusha will accumulate.

When he starts the second mitzva before releasing the first
mitzva, the kedusha of the mitzva which surrounds him will
remain in full force, and it will not be necessary to start anew as
he begins the second mitzva. In this manner, the second mitzva
will be elevated beyond measure, for aside from its own kedusha,
it will also be accompanied by the kedusha of the first mitzva,
which remains at its peak as long as he is involved in the mitzvos.

continued from page 7 Sefas Emes asks how does it help that he was included in the korban? The Gemara clearly says that if one
ate matzah when he was a shoteh, it does not help for later. The same should apply to the korban Pesach, and the fact that he was
included in Pesach rishon should not exempt him from bringing a Pesach sheni when he becomes a gadol.

This difficulty can be explained based on a chiddush of Rav Chaim (nod 121 n1292 %0 0’n »21°w1Tn). Rav Chaim explains that
although a koton is exempt from doing mitzvos, korbanos are different, and a koton can also fulfill the mitzvah of bringing a korban.
The reason for this is because the mitzvah of a korban is different than other mitzvos. Wheras a typical mitzvah is performed
through an action, which a koton is halachically not capable of, the mitzvah of korban is fulfilled by passively 'having a korban'.
A koton too can have a korban, when it is brought on his behalf. According to this, the ruling of the Ramban does not contradict
the Gemara: although the actions of a koton or a shotah do not help for later, a korban it is different because a koton can fulfil the
obligations of a korban while he is still a koton, therefore a koton who was included in the korban Pesach does not have to bring
Pesach sheni.

The Sefas Emes explains the Rambam differently. He writes that regarding Pesach sheini, the Torah clearly describes the requirement
to bring a Pesach sheni as: nodn mwyY 51m, and he refrained from bringing the korban Pesach. In order to be obligated to bring a Pesach
sheni he must have refrained from bringing the korban Pesach. A koton who was included in the first korban Pesach, even if he is
exempt from the mitzvah, cannot be referred to as someone who refrained from bringing the korban Pesach. Therefore, he does not
have to bring Pesach sheni even though he did not fulfil the mitzvah of the first korban Pesach.




