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The New
Magen Avrohom Plag

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

With the “early-Shabbos” season upon us, many wish to daven
Maariv before nightfall on Erev Shabbos. The Mishnah Berurah
(267:3) says that anyone who does this should be careful to daven
Minchah before plag haMinchah, in accordance with R’ Yehudah’s
opinion that to daven Minchah after plag and Maariv before
nightfall would be a »noT >nan. Although the opinion of the
Nesivos (in naw Y°Y n»21v M50 0’Nn 777) is to permit this practice
and the minhag in many places was to rely on this opinion, the
Mishnah Berurah (267:3) says that it should not be relied upon; in
fact, even the Nesivos permitted it only in a shas hadchak.

When is Plag Many luchos list two zmanim for plag — that of the
HaMinchah? Gra, and that of the Magen Avraham. According
to the Gra, plag haMinchah is 1.25 seasonal hours before shekiah;
according to the Magen Avraham, it is
1.25 seasonal
hakochavim. Assuming that tzais is 72
minutes after shekiah, there will be a
57-minute difference between the two
zmanim; this week (Parshas Kedoshim)
for example, the Gra’s zman will be at
6:28 and the Magen Avraham’s, at 7:25.

Both zmanim may be inconvenient
through the early-Shabbos season. In
the spring and in late summer, the Gra’s
zman is too early for many people, while
in between, i.e. in the middle of the
summer, the Magen Avraham’s zman
(close to 8:00 p.m.) is too late. Therefore, a new Magen Avraham
plag was introduced that calculates tzais at 50 minutes after
shekiah. Known as the “middle plag,” the zman will always be 38
minutes after the Gra plag, meaning never before 6:45 p.m. or
after 7:35 p.m.

hours before tzais

Issues With  Every innovation in halachah comes with its
the New Plag issues and necessary adjustments. Before relying
on this zman for plag, consider the following:

1) The original plag haMinchah of the Magen Avraham that uses
72 minutes for tzais keeps the hours of the day balanced. However,
using an earlier tzais (i.e., 50 minutes as above), chatzos hayom will
not be in the middle of the day. For this reason, Rav Aharon Kotler
zt”l (Mishnas Rav Aharon, siman 2) dismisses this way of calculating
sha’os zemaniyos. According to him, those who calculate tzais at
earlier than 72 minutes must follow the Gra’s sha'os zemaniyos.

2) The Magen Avraham (261:10, based on the Rishonim),
and virtually all the poskim after him assume that plag is only 3
minutes before shekiah. This is why during the winter months, we
can’t possibly fulfill the Magen Avraham’s zman hadlakas neiros
after plag, and everyone relies on the Gra’s plag. Obviously, this
is based on the opinion that we calculate tzais at 72 minutes after
shekiah. Since plag is 75 minutes (1.25 hours) before tzais, there
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is only a three-minute discrepancy. If, however, we calculate plag
from a 50-minute tzais, then the Magen Avraham plag will never
be later than 20 minutes before shekiah.

3) In many kehillos (particularly those of Lithuanian origin) the
halachah follows the Gra (see, for example, Igros Moshe Vol. 1 #24
and Aruch Hashulchan 58:13). Even the places that do follow the
Magen Avraham zman may use it only as a stringency for Krias
Shema; for all other issues, such as zman tefillah, Minchah Ketanah,
etc., only the Gra’s zman is listed. It is therefore very difficult to
use the Magen Avraham as a leniency. Certainly, someone who
isn’t particular to say Krias Shema in accordance with the Magen
Avraham’s zman (possibly even that day itself) would be doing a
»IN0T NN to use his zman for plag.

4) Even those who observe the Magen Avraham’s zman for all
other matters generally use a tzais at 72 minutes after shekiah, and
not 50 minutes. By making tzais later the day becomes “longer,”
and sof zman Krias Shema, sof zman tefillah, biur chametz, etc., will
all be later. If one uses the later tzais for
Shema and the earlier tzais for plag, he has
created yet another *1noT *nan: either his
Shema in the morning was too late, or his
Maariv is still too early.

5) The 50-minute tzais is not a fixed
number of minutes after shekiah, but is
based on the time when three stars become
visible. As mentioned in last week’s article
(“The Earliest Time for Sefiras Ha’Omer”),
tzais fluctuates 40 to 50 minutes over
the course of the year. Although we may
always wait for the 50-minute tzais when
dealing with a chumrah (i.e., for Maariv or
Sefiras Ha’'Omer), when it is a leniency (i.e., davening Minchah
before plag) we must consider the actual time when stars appear.
Furthermore, the 50-minute zman is a stringency for small stars
required for Krias Shema shel Arvis, whereas to daven Minchah
before plag we need to calculate with medium-sized stars.
Therefore, even according to this, a person should daven Minchah
10-15 minutes even before this this “new” Magen Avraham time.
By the time he finishes Kabbalas Shabbos (15 minutes later), it
will be plag even according to the opinion that calculates tzais at
50 minutes, and he may then daven Maariv.

The zmanim listed in this gilayon provide a solution to #4 and
#5 above. The Magen Avraham zman for Krias Shema used here is
always at least 45 minutes earlier than the Gra’s zman. This takes
into consideration an earlier tzais. The Magen Avraham plag listed
is calculated based on three medium stars, and is approximately
25 minutes after the Gra’s plag.

In summary, using this new Magen Avraham plag as opposed to
davening "1noT "N seems to replace one problem with another.
Therefore, anyone who is able to daven Minchah early, either
at Minchah Gedolah time or before the Gra’s plag, should do so.
However, if unable to daven early, many poskim rule that we may
rely on the minhag brought by the Nesivos in Derech Hachayim,
even though following it produces a >1noT>nan.
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