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Tikkun Leil Shavuos -
What to Learn on Shavuos Night

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The minhag of the 1wr1N D> 170N to stay awake and learn
on Shavuos night has become the norm in virtually all kehillos
of Klal Yisrael. However, there are two distinct minhagim
regarding what to learn: For some the night is spent saying
Tikkun Leil Shavuos, while others keep their regular learning
schedule of Gemara and Halachah.

The source of the first minhag is straightforward. The original
chaburah that practiced the minhag of staying awake all Shavuos
night (as recorded by the Shelah in Mesechta Shavuos) — Rav
Shlomo Alkabetz, the Bais Yosef, and the Arizal - followed the
order of the Tikkun. The Chida (Lev Dovid, perek 31) writes in
strong terms that since we are following the minhag of these
tzaddikim to stay awake, it follows that we should follow their
seder halimud as well. Many Ashkenazic poskim, including the
Siddur Yaavetz, the Derech Hachaim, the Pri Megadim, and the
Chasam Sofer, also mention that this is the common custom.
Even the Vilna Gaon was reported to have said the Tikkun. (See
also Aderes in Nefesh Dovid p. 40 and Orchos Rabbeinu Vol. 2,
p- 98).

The Rationale On the other hand, two
for the Second sources support the
Minhag minhag to keep to one’s
regular learning schedule. Ironically, they
contradict one another.

The first source is the Chok Yaakov
(494:1), which says that the Tikkun was
actually instituted for the non-learned
— since they can’t study, they should say
the Tikkun. He adds that in his father-in law’s as well as his
grandfather’s homes they learned their regular inyanim. But
this is hard to understand. The Tikkun was instituted by the
gedolim of the generation, as stated above; it seems obvious
that they held that the Tikkun is meant even for the great
talmidei chachamim.

The second source is brought in the name of the Dubno
Maggid, who explained to the Vilna Gaon his reason for not
saying the Tikkun with the following mashal: Reading the
Tikkun, he said, is like providing “samples” for the salesman’s
“merchandise.” For someone who has the merchandise to
back it up, a sample is a great thing to put on display; but for
someone who doesn’t have the actual merchandise, showing off
a sample without a product to back it up defeats the purpose,
and may even be misleading and counterproductive. The great
geonim who know all of Torah should provide “samples”; but
anyone who doesn’t know all of Torah should concentrate on
the actual “merchandise.”

Sunrise in Sinai

Why We
Stay Awake

Perhaps the difference in minhagim lies in the
reason for staying awake. The Magen Avrohom
(introduction to Siman 494) says that the reason is to rectify the
fact that Bnei Yisrael overslept on the morning of Matan Torah.
No doubt the Magen Avrohom knew the Shelah’s opinion; yet he
suggested his own reason. If this is the reason to stay awake,
then one may not need to say the Tikkun.

Interestingly, the Magen Avrohom does not mention the
Tikkun, but just refers to the “lomdim” who follow the minhag of
staying awake. Based on his explanation, the Magen Avrohom
held that the reason for staying awake was to learn. However,
according to the Arizal one stays up to adorn Klal Yisrael with
the ornaments of the Torah before it is given (see below). This
is accomplished by saying the Tikkun.

The minhag to daven k’vasikin on Shavuos morning — not to
go to sleep before davening Shacharis - is more applicable to
those who stay awake based on the Magen Avrohom’s reason.
If we stay awake to rectify the fact that Bnei Yisrael didn’t wake
up for Mattan Torah, we should stay awake straight through
krias HaTorah. Based on this, Rav Yaakov Sofer (Toras Chayim
O.C. Siman 89) criticizes those who go to sleep before davening
Shacharis. According to the Arizal, though, as we have said
above, for those who say Tikkun the reason
for staying up isn’t related to Bnei Yisrael
oversleeping.

A Compromise From Kisvei Ari (Shaar
- Tikkun of the [1;Kavonos, Shavuos), it is
SifreiTanach  (eay that the Arizal held
that the main Tikkun is reciting the first
and last three pesukim of every parshah and
every sefer of Tanach. He explained that the
24 sefarim of Tanach are compared to the
24 ornaments mentioned in Sefer Yeshaya that a kallah receives
from her chosson. As Shavuos is the time of the chasunah, we
adorn the kallah with these 24 gifts on the night before Mattan
Torah. Even with a few additions, this part of the Tikkun
shouldn’t take more than an hour or two. The bulk of the
Tikkun was added later, namely reading the first and last
mishnah of every mesechta in Shas as well as the Taryag Mitzvos.

Perhaps the main issue for the Dubno Maggid was reading
the mishnayos and Taryag Mitzvos, while he would agree that
the Tikkun of the 24 sefarim of Tanach has a much deeper
meaning than just “samples.” Additionally, even people who
aren’t familiar with all of the Mishnah and Taryag Mitzvos are
at least familiar with Sifrei Tanach, so displaying the “samples”

is appropriate. Regarding the Chok Yaakov’s issue, we can also
differentiate between spending the whole night reading the
Tikkun as opposed to also saying the parts of Tanach.

One year, after reading the Tikkun, Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”]
commented that the list of the Taryag Mitzvos in his machzor
didn’t conform to any other count by the Rishonim.




