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On the Layout of Rashi’s Talmud

Commentary
Rabbi Eli Reisman

An investigation of the common editions of our Gemaras
reveals a strange phenomenon: on most pages of the Gemara,
Rashi’s commentary on a topic ends at the end of the page, and
a new section begins on the next page. Generally, the words of
the next section of Rashi are the exact same words as the first
words of the Gemara on that page.
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“0 W 1YY °wnw nY”. This is a direct quote from the Gemara,
with no additional commentary or explanation, and seems
entirely unnecessary. However, the Gilyon Hashas explains
that this is really the conclusion of Rashi’s commentary on the
previous page, and the connecting word “XYX” was mistakenly
left out. Apparently, this error came from the desire to
ensure that the layout would follow the above rule, that the
commentary correspond to the Gemara on each page. The

newer editions of the Gemara set
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these words apart in bold and with a
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For example, in Moed Katan there
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different typeface as with all quotes
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the Gemara. Rabbi Shmuel Yitzchak

Backenroth pointed out that of the
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from the Gemara. As we have shown,

this is a mistake in this instance.
This

common occurrence in the layout

practice explains another
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16 remaining pages, 13 of them

have a Tosafos that begins with the
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Rashi. Often, Rashi’s commentary at
the beginning of a page is relevant to
the page before. In the Vilna edition,

fo  tman Spomnds mon
vho (6o S 10wt uodpane
page. There are only three pages in
the entire tractate that do not have a
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which most modern editions are
Rosh Hashana 17b Venice edition

F 3 oo
Rashi or Tosafos that correspond to
the first words of the Gemara.Clearly, the original typesetters
took great pains to arrange the pages this way.

When it was not possible to begin a page with a new section,
and the comment spans a page break, it is still common to find
that the first word of Rashi - in the middle of his comment! -
corresponds to the first word of the Gemara on the next page.
This happens many times throughout Shas. In Sukkah alone,
which is a relatively short tractate, we find this phenomenon
on pages 10a, 12b, and 25a.

This can help us understand a difficult comment of Rashi in
Rosh Hashanah 17b, where he comments at the top of the page

based on, there is a marginal note
that these comments are “9°v9 77w” — relevant above. In almost
all of these cases you will find that the commentary was shifted
to the next page in order so that the words of Rashi will match
the beginning of the next page of Gemara, while ignoring the
fact that the comments are actually intended for the previous
page. Some examples of this can be found in Shabbos 13b, 43b,
75b, and 106b.

This can cause several comments of Rashi to appear on the
wrong page. For particularly egregious examples, see Berachos
22a, Eruvin 48a, and Avoda Zara 47b, where nearly all the
comments of Rashi are actually relevant to the proceeding page!
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