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Why Aren’t We Catching

-Is‘.,n‘, -I‘,y Up to Eretz Yisrael Yet?

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

When the last day of Pesach (Acharon shel Pesach) in Chutz
La’Aretz fell on Shabbos, a divide resulted between Eretz Yisrael
(EY) and Chutz La’Aretz (CL). In EY, where it was already Isru
Chag, the weekly parshah Achrei Mos was read, whereas Bnei CL
read the Yom Tov leining of 1wyn qwy.

In a regular year (shanah peshutah), when certain parshiyos
are routinely combined, this issue is resolved by Bnei EY
separating Behar and Bechukosai. However, when in a leap year
like this past year, this divide lasts for over three
months, until Parshas Devarim is read. (In EY,
Parshiyos Mattos and Mas'ei will be read on separate
Shabbosos; whereas CL will combine them.)

Nowadays, with so much travel between EY and
CL, this dichotomy impacts many people, who
may find themselves either missing a parshah, or
listening to the leining of same parshah twice.
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that since we generally combine Mattos-Mas'ei, we stick to that
schedule even in years when we are at odds with minhag EY. It
is worth not being in sync with EY for all those weeks for the
sake of consistency.

Two Parshiyos - One Theme

Perhaps we can answer this question another way. At first
glance, the parshiyos that were chosen to be combined are the
smaller ones. For this reason, no one would suggest combining
Naso and Behaalosecha, as such a long krias haTorah would be a
big tirchah. Yet sometimes we choose two parshiyos that aren’t
necessarily the shortest. The two shortest parshiyos in Sefer
Bamidbar are Korach and Chukas, which are never combined.
So why do we combine Mattos and Mas'ei, which are
much longer?

We will notice that each pair of combined
parshiyos has a common theme: Vayakhel-Pekudei,
the construction of the Mishkan; Tazria-Metzora,
tzaraas and other forms of tumah; Achrei-Kedoshim,
the kedushah of Bnei Yisrael and the separation
from issur; and Behar-Bechukosai, the bris at Har
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In many places we find the concept of all of Klal (‘C ﬁm;{m g‘,:";,’; j Sinai, beginning with shemittah and ending with
Yisrael being on the same page, so to speak. To &5 Nt the tochachah. Mattos and Mas'ei also have a theme

illustrate, the Gemara (Sukkah 44a) even says that
the reason Bnei EY don’t take the lulav on Shabbos
is because the Bnei CL don’t — "nT XY 17197 117D
N7 X7 11107719, Rashi explains that this is to avoid
the appearance that there are two different sets of halachah,
based on the concept of 1771anN RY.

The Teshuvos Maharit (siman 4, quoted in Ba'er Haiteiv siman
428) was asked why Bnei CL don’t combine two parshiyos
immediately after Pesach in order to be in sync with EY. He
answers that the fact is that Bnei CL are not really behind;
Bnei EY are ahead. How is that? The Gemara (Megillah 31b)
says that Ezra HaSofer instituted that Parshas Bechukosai be
read near Shavuos. Tosfos explains that we don’t want it to be
immediately before Shavuos, but the week before. The Shulchan
Aruch (428) also rules this way — that what we lein right before
Shavuos is Parshas Bamidbar. In a year like this one, this is
possible only for Bnei CL; Bnei EY will have already leined
Parshas Naso before Shavuos. It is therefore counterproductive
to have CL “catch up” to EY in advance of Shavuos.

Once Shavuos is behind us, however, why do we wait another
seven weeks to synchronize CL with EY, not combining
any of the parshiyos until the very end of Sefer Bamidbar?
Interestingly, in the sefer Tikkun Yissachar (printed in 1564
by HaRav Yissachar Ben-Sassoon zt"], a source cited by many
early Poskim for numerous minhagim in the luach), there are
two minhagim for the CL combination of parshiyos in such a
year. Some combine Shelach-Korach; others, Korach-Chukas.

As to why we don’t combine Chukas-Balak, as we do when the
second day of Shavuos falls on Shabbos, the Maharit explains
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that connecting theme: dividing up Eretz Yisrael
among the shevatim, beginning with Bnei Gad and
Bnei Reuven requesting a chelek in Eiver HaYarden,
followed by listing the borders of Eretz Yisrael
proper, returning to the v9pn 1y in the portion of the Bnei Gad
and Reuven, and ending with the nachalah of bnos Tzelafchad.

Korach and Chukas have no common theme and are therefore
not ideal parshiyos to combine. Even Chukas and Balak,
connected in the sense that Balak picks up where Chukas
ends, have no common theme; only when we must combine
an additional pair do we choose them. This explains why in
a shanah peshutah, Bnei EY wait until Behar-Bechukosai to
separate their parshiyos (as explained at the beginning of this
article). While Behar and Bechukosai also share a theme, Tazria-
Metzora and Achrei-Kedoshim are much more closely connected.

This idea can be illustrated based on the haftaros of these
parshiyos. When we combine parshiyos, the haftarah of the
second parshah is read, but the theme can and should relate to
the first parshah as well.

As said above, Tazria-Metzora is about tzaraas. Both haftaros
follow in this theme. Achrei-Kedoshim is about the kedushah of
Klal Yisrael as opposed to the tumah of arayos, the topic at the
end of both parshiyos. Here again both haftarohs follow on that
theme. Similarly, in the Rambam’s Seder HaHaftaros, he lists
the haftarah for both Mattos and Mas'ei as the perek of Yehoshua
distributing the Land after the wars of conquest, which fits in
with the summaries of the Midbar trek. [Nowadays, however,
for both Mattos and Mas'ei we lein one of the haftaros of the
Three Weeks, “sheloshah d’puranussa.”]




