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The 20th of Sivan -

ngj.,n" n(,y Instituting a New Taanis

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Following the second crusade in 5831/1171, Rabbeinu Tam
designated 20 Sivan as a fast day. He wrote that this day was
even more tragic than the others already commemorated by
fasting, because so many tzaddikim were killed. Later, during
the Chmielnitzki uprising in 1648-49 (“Gezeiros Tach v'Tat”), 20
Sivan was reinstated as a fast day to commemorate the many
kehillos in Eastern Europe that were massacred then.

anticipation turned to mourning; and the ramifications of Tach
v’Tat ultimately caused the temporary success of Shabsai Tzvi and
his followers, which impacted Klal Yisrael for generations.

the Holocaust, suggested
instituting a new day of mourning for the
Churban of Europe. Others opposed this suggestion, based on the
fact that kinos for Gezeiras Tatnu (1096) were included in the kinos
for Tishah B’Av. In Kinah 25 it says that this day (Tishah B'Av) was

designated for mourning all the tragedies of the galus.
How do we reconcile this with the taanis of 20 Sivan?
Apparently, the Gedolim of the time felt that it was legitimate
to enact a new fast day. In Igros Moshe (Y.D. Vol.

Establishing New After
Days of Aveilus

some

Remez in the The Ohev Yisrael zt” of Apta 2938282 122X XX 5(. ” . .
Torah to This Day finds a remez to 20 Sivan at ﬁiwn&)%gﬁ@«m 4, 57:11), Rav Moshe zt”l explains that there is a

the end of Parshas Beshalach (Shemos 17:16): 7772
MT A PYnYa ‘nY anndn n-> 03 YV, Amalek fights
Hashem and Am Yisrael in every generation. 0”3 is
roshei teivos of 110’3, hinting that on the twentieth
of Sivan, Amalek would rise up and battle with
Hashem. Following 0> in the passuk is n-», which
stands for Yom HaKippurim. On both days we
recall the murder of the tzaddikim, which serves as
a kapparah.
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difference between a tragedy that befalls Yidden
in a single place, and a tragedy affecting all Yidden
everywhere. The events of 20 Sivan were limited
to Poland and Ukraine. Therefore, the fast is of a
relatively restricted nature, and may be “unrelated”
to the general galus of the churban; whereas the
magnitude of the Holocaust, which wreaked havoc
on such a large portion of Klal Yisrael, must be part
of the aveilus of Tishah B'Av.

Additionally, Rav Moshe suggests that while

FESSEETEETLIERTIET ?WW%

In his Siddur, Rav Yaakov Emden reveals another “3%‘ rvmbswy o be Gezeiros Tach v'Tat was an uprising against the
hint found in this week’s parshah. When Bnei % of TR DY ORI % monarch that deteriorated into an unlawful pogrom,
Yisrael left Har Sinai on 20 Iyar, they sinned for a """(‘/’ P v S’ e & the Holocaust was “justified” by its perpetrators as
month with the v5v anfi suffered many losses: 71 osggé’»ﬂ%%%gm%;ﬁ the “law of the land,” and this gives it wider, more
TR 127 Nonova’n (Bamidbar 11:33). It seems from Selichos of the Shach inclusive import.
the pesukim that the final day was the harshest. published in 1651 It is interesting to note that there were Gedolei

Although the Gemara (Taanis 29a) holds that this

was on 22 Sivan, some Midrashim imply that it was actually on
20 Sivan. 07129 11’0 max nwyn — this day was already designated
from the Midbar era as a day of misfortune. It’s interesting that 20
Sivan almost always coincides with Parshas Bihaaloshca.

Taanis At the time of the pogrom, the Vaad Shalosh Aratzos
Tzibbur (Poland, Russia\Ukraine, and Volhynia)* called for a
taanis tzibbur with selichos. This taanis is mentioned in the Taz
(566:3), as well as the Magen Avrohom (568:7) and other Poskim.
The Taz adds that if 20 Sivan falls on a Monday, we replace the
leining with nwn Yn". The Magen Avrohom (ibid.) says that if a bris
is scheduled on 20 Sivan, we postpone the seudah until evening.

Selichos Even today, selichos for 20 Sivan are printed in many
siddurim. Although the Shach composed six selichos and other
Gedolim composed their own, the selichos that are printed are
based on earlier tragedies, mostly during the time of the crusades.

The selichah by Rav Yom Tov Lipman Heller zt”] (the Tosfos Yom
Tov) adds another dimension to this tragedy. The Zohar (Parshas
Behar) says that IMTNX X WX 121WN DR Y210 N1WA means that
in the year “zos” - the gematria of 408 (n"n) - we would return
to Eretz Yisrael. The Shach also writes in his n9°v n%an that they
thought that wmpn Yx 190X X12> NRT3, in the year “zos” Aharon
would resume bringing korbanos in a newly-built third Bais
Hamikdash. However, not only were we not redeemed, but the

Torah who did support making a separate Holocaust
Remembrance Day. The Satmar Rav wrote a letter suggesting Erev
Rosh Chodesh Sivan. However, he cautioned not to accept it as
a fast day via a neder. Another suggestion was to observe it on
an existing day of commemorating tragedy — Asarah B'Teves. By
doing so, the contentious issue of establishing a new day would
be avoided. Ultimately, a memorial day was established in Nissan
when eulogies and mourning are discouraged by Halachah; it was
rejected by the Gedolei Torah.

Aveilus vs. Perhaps we can suggest a difference between the
Teshuvah  types of fast day the Poskim established. There is a
stark contrast between Tisha B’Av and the other taaneisim. Most
fast days, including 10 Teves, 17 Tammuz, and 3 Tishrei, are days
of teshuvah, tefillah and tzedakah. We say selichos. We ask Hashem
to redeem us from our suffering and rebuild the Bais Hamikdash.

Tishah B'Av is different. On Tishah B’Av we don’t say selichos, we
say kinos. We don’t add Avinu Malkeinu or Tachanun; according to
some Poskim, even Aneinu is not said on Tishah B’Av. We don’t ask
Hashem to avenge our enemies in the same way that we do on the
other days. Tishah B'Av is a day to remember, to mourn, and to cry,
asking Hashem to comfort us; whereas 20 Sivan was instituted to
be like the other fast days, a day of teshuvah and selichos.

*Originally, Lithuania was part of the “Vaad Arba Aratzos,” but in 1623 it established the
independent Vaad Medinas Lita, with the remaining 3 countries becoming a “Vaad Sholosh
Aratzos.”




