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Any number can be written as 100h+10t+u, where h represents the
hundreds, t represents the tens and u represents the units. This
number can then be written as (98+2)h+10t+u. Since 98 is divisible by
7, then if the number 2h+10t+u is also divisible by 7, then the original
number will be divisible by 7.
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ﬂ‘?’bﬂ n(,y Starting to Daven During

Zman Tefillah

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Chazal say that Bil'am was able to determine the exact
moment of the day when Hashem is angry and imposes strict
judgment (Brachos 7a). During that moment of anger, Bil'am
could successfully curse Bnei Yisrael. Tosfos asks: What could
Bil'am possibly say in just a short moment? One answer in
Tosfos is that as long as he started to curse at that moment, he
would be able to go on long enough to do harm.

Based on this concept of Tosfos, the Eretz Tzvi (siman 121)
in the name of the Yid Hakadosh of Pschischa, as well as the
Aruch Hashulchan (110), say that anyone
who starts to daven Shemoneh Esrei before
sof zman tefillah has fulfilled his obligation of
davening bizman. Even though he finishes
after zman tefillah, we go by the start time.

However, the Magen Avrohom (89:4,124:4),
as well as the Mishnah Berurah in numerous
places (58:5, 89:5, 124:7, 233:14), rule that
one must finish the entire Shemoneh Esrei
before the prescribed ending time.

Eis Ratzonis The question is, if we
Different assume that just starting
in time is good enough, is this limited to
tefillah, or does it apply to other mitzvos as
well? It seems obvious that if someone eats
half a kezayis of matzah before the zman and
the second half a kezayis after the zman, he did not fulfill the
mitzvah. Similarly, starting Krias Shema before the zman and
continuing after the zman doesn’t work either. Why should
tefillah be different?

The Gemara (Brachos 26a) says that someone who davens
Shacharis after sof zman tefillah but before chatzos hayom has
the merit of davening Shacharis, though not of davening
bizman. This “gray area” is unique to Shacharis, as long as it is
not completely past chatzos.

Zman Minchah ends with sunset or nightfall, and zman Maariv
ends with Alos haShachar (dawn). In each case, once that zman
has passed one may daven only a tefillas tashlumin. Shacharis,
however, has an “ideal” time - before sof zman tefillah — and an
“ex post facto” time. Therefore, in the view of some Poskim, it
would make sense to say that just starting during that “ideal”
time is sufficient, as the “eis ratzon” is already “activated.”

Other Types  The Machtzis HaShekel (on Mg”A 4:6) quotes
of Eis Ratzon the Levush (siman 1) that a person should say
Tehillim before davening. The Shu”t Bais Yaakov (127) disagrees,
saying it is better to say Tehillim with a minyan. Even if there
won't be a minyan for Tehillim after davening, it is still an eis
ratzon; since they started with a tzibbur, the eis ratzon goes on.

Rav Eliyahu Ragoler (Halichos Eliyahu #14) also says that the eis
ratzon of davening with a tzibbur is achieved even if one just
starts with the tzibbur.

Another example is tikkun chatzos, the time for which starts
at the eis ratzon at midnight, but obviously continues beyond
that (see Chelek Levi #53).

Starting Before the Zman and Rav Yosef Engel =zt
Continuing into the Zman (Gilyonei Hashas
Yerushalmi, Brachos #54) assumes that starting in time is good
enough. Based on this, he suggests that perhaps the reverse is
also true. If someone started before the zman but ended during
the zman, he can be considered as having davened bizman,
based on the end of his tefillah. According to
the above explanation, Rav Engel’s sheeilah is
relevant specifically at Shacharis, because
technically one may daven before sunrise,
though missing the “eis ratzon” of davening
afterwards. However, if one were to start any
other mitzvah before its zman it would not
help to finish it during the zman, as we see by
tekias shofar. The Gemara (Rosh Hashana
27a) says that if one hears some of the tekia
before dawn and the rest after, he doesn't
fulfill his mitzvah. Based on this chiddush,
someone one who davens kvasikin and
mistakenly started Shemoneh Esrei a bit before
sunrise may still have fulfilled davening
Shacharis [chatchila.

Obviously, the Mishnah Berurah, which
rules that the whole Shemoneh Esrei must be said within the
zman, would rule the same way in regard to starting before the
zman.

Tefillos on Itis interesting to note that on Yom Kippur we
Yom Kippur do seem to rely on the start time for the tefillos.
For instance, many kehillos finish chazaras haShatz of Shacharis
after sof zman tefillah. The Eishel Avrohom (Butchatcher Rov)
points out that this was always the minhag, and there is a basis
for it. Rav Dovid Heller proves from the Shulchan Aruch that
this was the practice.

The Shulchan Aruch (#620) says that it is good to shorten
Shacharis of Yom Kippur to ensure starting Mussaf before
seven hours of the day. But if Shacharis must be finished by sof
zman tefillah, it is hard to imagine that one needs three hours
for Krias HaTorah and Yizkor. As for finishing Mussaf after
seven hours, the Pri Megadim (E.A. 620:1) says that since the
strict halachah is that one may daven Mussaf the whole day,
we rely on a start time before seven hours. Finally, in many
kehillos Ne’ilah will go past nightfall. Although the Shulchan
Aruch paskens that Ne’ilah must be completed by day (or at
least before nightfall), we rely on having started in time to
allow us to continue it into the night.
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