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ns.hn(p n(,y Siyum Mesechta or

Seudas Eirusin -

Printer’s Error?
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Rema (Hilchos Tishah B’Av, 451:10) says that the minhag of
Ashkenazim is to refrain from eating meat from Rosh Chodesh
Av until Tishah B'Av (the “Nine Days”), but we may eat meat at a
seudas mitzvah during that time. The Rema provides four examples
of a seudas mitzvah: 1) seudas bris milah, 2) seudas pidyon haben, 3)
siyum mesechta, and 4) seudas eirusin.

The Acharonim (Magen Avrohom there, #34) question the
inclusion of seudas eirusin on this list. After all, the Shulchan Aruch
earlier in that very siman (451:2) says that we don’t make a seudas
eirusin after Rosh Chodesh Av. The Beer Hagolah, Mg"A, Eliyahu
Rabbah, Siddur Yaavetz and others suggest various possibilities as
to what the Rema may be referring to:

1) A seudas eirusin during the Three
Weeks prior to Rosh Chodesh Av for
those who otherwise follow the minhag
of not eating meat during that whole
time period as cited by Shulchan Aruch
(451:9).

2) A seudas eirusin that doesn’t take place in the house of the father-
in-law, which doesn’t have the same level of simchah.

3) A postponed seudah that doesn’t take place at the time of the
eirusin.

4) A seudas eirusin for someone who hasn’t yet fulfilled mitzvas peru
u'revu.

5) A case where a bas talmid chacham becomes engaged to an am
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haaretz, which isn’t such a great simchah.

Interestingly, the Shach (cited by the Magen Avrohom) removes
seudas eirusin from the list of permitted simchos in the Nine
Days. The Levush as well, although citing the list of the Rema,
omits mention of seudas eirusin. The Magen Avrohom, however,
disagrees with the Shach, because the Rema’s source — minhagei
Maharak (Rav Avrohom Klausner, 14th century and Rebbe of
the Maharil) — does include seudas eirusin. Obviously, Rishonei
Ashkenaz permitted seudas eirusin in certain cases. (See Mishnah
Berurah #74, citing the explanation of the Mg’A.)

A Printer’s Rav Reuven Margulies (Nefesh Chaya) observes that
Exrror the order of the Rema’s list (see above) is a bit
strange. Why doesn’t seudas eirusin follow milah and pidyon haben,
since they are all similar, instead of siyum mesechta being inserted
before seudas eirusin? He maintains that the Rema actually
intended to write mNX 0’1901 N201 01D, language borrowed from
the nusach of the hadran said at a siyum — 1901 NMIN>on Y’NNNY
0n7°0Y1 NR — but abbreviating “seforim acheirim” as X”0; when
the printers saw X”0 they assumed it stood for Po1R nTwo. The
Levushei Mordechai, Rav Mordechai Leib Winkler of Mahd (Even
Ha'ezer, Volume 1 #47), says that the Gra pointed out the printer’s
error in his Hagaos. The Levushei Mordechai adds other cases
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where printers’ errors resulted in a misunderstanding of halachah.
Many contemporary sifrei halachah (see Piskei Teshuvos, Mishnah
Berurah Dirshu edition, Mishna Berura Oz V’hadar edition) quote
others who concur with this theory.

Siyum on The ramification of this possible printer’s error
Other Seforim is a major leniency. The minhag in Klal Yisrael is
to make a siyum in the Nine Days (under the proper conditions),
and on Erev Pesach for taanis bechorim, with the accepted practice
to make the siyum exclusively on a mesechta of Gemara. If we
assume a printer’s error, allegedly supported by the Gra, then we
should be able to rely on finishing a different sefer for a siyum. The
definition of “sefer” in this context would still be unclear.

This theory, however, presents many problems:

1) All the Acharonim mentioned above who suggested various
solutions to this seudas eirusin problem obviously did not assume
it was printer’s error.

2) Additionally, as the Magen Avrohom points

out, the Darchei Moshe cites his source, the

Minhagim of Rav Avrohom Klausner, that

lists seudas eirusin before siyum mesechta,

making it impossible for it to mean seforim
acheirim.

3) Another source quoted in Darchei Moshe
HeAruch is Sefer Minhagim of Rav Isaac of Tirnau (early 15th
century, talmid of Rav Klausner). Here too, seudas eirusin is listed
before seudas siyum, again making it impossible for it to mean
seforim acheirim.

4) The Rema (Y.D. 246:26) says that when someone finishes a
“mesechta” he should make a seudas mitzvah. The Rema doesn’t
mention “other seforim.”

Rav Margulies didn’t actually find a copy of the first edition of
the Rema, but assumed it said X”0. Regarding his “proof” that the
Rema changed the order and put seudas eirusin at the end, this can
simply be because it is the least common case, especially given the
fact that the Acharonim limit the occasions when a seudas eirusin
is permitted. Nor does the Gra mention anything in Biur HaGra
on the Rema there. Rav Yisroel Veltz in Shut Divrei Yisrael says
that he searched high and low, but couldn’t find anything in the
Gra’s writings to support this idea.

The First Edition Today we have a copy of the first edition of
of the Rema the Rema, printed in his lifetime in 1570. As
one can see, the words seudas eirusin appear spelled out in full, not
abbreviated. In the second edition (Cracow, 1580 - see image
above) we find an added comment, possibly by the Rema himself
or else by his talmid Rav Shmuel of Bohemia, who provided the
manuscript. It says: “See earlier in se’if 2 where the Shulchan
Aruch says that we don’t make a seudas eirusin.” In other words,
the Rema wished to quote the source in its entirety and then
added that the Shulchan Aruch prohibits seudas eirusin. This may
be why the Rema moved seudas eirusin to the end of the list.

In conclusion, we have no source from the Rema to permit a
siyum on a sefer other than a mesechta.
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