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Adapted from the sefer Beini Amudi, by
Moreinu Harav Malkiel Kotler, Machon
Mishnas Rabi Aharon.*

TRy 1O

Beis din can convert a katan into a ger by immersing him
in a mikvah and giving him bris milah (see Kesubos 11a). But
despite the milah and the tevilah, an essential part of geirus is
missing: he did not accept the mitzvos upon himself. How can
such a geirus be valid? Tosafos (Sanhedrin 68b s.v. Katan), while
not addressing this directly, assume that the kabalas mitzvos
happens when he becomes a gadol.

R’ Boruch Ber (Bircas Shmuel, Kiddushin
15:2) explains that what Tosafos have in
mind is that the milah and tevilah are
effective retroactively when the ger katan
reaches the age of gadlus and accepts the
mitzvos. He writes that this is possible
because, unlike milah and tevilah that
are “kinyanei hageirus,” i.e., the elements
that actually effect the geirus, kabbalas
mitzvos is “tenai hageirus,” the condition
that prevents the geirus from taking
effect; when the condition is fulfilled,
the geirus can take effect retroactively.

R’ Nachum Partzovitz (Shiurim) says
that this explanation seems inconsistent
with Tosafos’ statement (ibid.) that
the geirus is effective even if the ger
katan dies prior to reaching the age of gadlus. In such a case
the condition was never fulfilled, as there was never kabbalas
mitzvos, and there is no longer a way for the geirus to take effect
retroactively.

Perhaps Tosafos can be explained as follows. The essence of
kabbalas mitzvos is that the ger wants to be a Yid, with all that
implies. We see this concept in the Rambam (Issurei Biah 13:4):
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- when a non-Jew wants to enter into the covenant and come
under the wings of the Shechinah and accept the yoke of Torah,
he must have milah, tevilah and a korban.

There is a clear division between what the non-Jew must
want and what he must have in order to become a Yid, and
kabbalas mitzvos is part of what he must want. In other words,
in order to become a ger the convert must have the will to
come under the wings of the Shechinah, with all that entails,
including accepting the yoke of mitzvos.

Theoretically, if it were possible to become a Yid without
accepting the mitzvos, a person could do so based solely on the
desire to enter into the covenant and come under the wings of
the Shechinah; practically, though, this is impossible, because
mitzvos are integral to Yahadus. Therefore geirus without
kabbalas mitzvos is meaningless, indicating as it does that there
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is no true desire to be a Yid.

A katan, however, is not obligated to observe mitzvos, at
least mid’Oraysa. Thus, a katan can become a ger based on his
desire to do so alone, even without accepting the mitzvos. But
if he does not accept the mitzvos when he becomes a gadol, that
will retroactively inform us that he was not truly interested in
becoming a Yid, since part of being a Yid is becoming obligated
in mitzvos at the age of gadlus.

So, based on his desire to come under the wings of the
Shechinah, the geirus is complete when he is still a katan, as
— long as we are not informed retroactively
l that he was not interested in everything
that entails. Barring such an indication,
the geirus stands. Therefore, even if he
dies before reaching the age of gadlus he
remains a full-fledged ger.

This sheds light on an interesting
Rambam. The Rambam discusses the laws
of ger katan among the other laws of geirus
in Hilchos Issurei Biah (13:7). However,
he makes no mention there of the fact
that the katan can reject the geirus by
not accepting the mitzvos when he comes
of age. Instead, he mentions it in a much
different context — in Hilchos Melachim
(10:3), where he writes:

If a non-Jew who converted and was circumcised and immersed
now wishes to turn away from Hashem and requests Bais Din to
change his status back to Ger Toshav, we reject his request; he must
conduct himself like any other Jew, or he will be executed. But a
child who had been immersed by the Beis Din when he was a minor
may annul his conversion when he grows up, reverting to a Ger
Toshav. However, if he doesn’t annul his conversion at that time he
cannot do so later; he remains a Ger Tzedek.

Why doesn’t the Rambam cite this halachah in what seems
to be its proper place, Issurei Biah, with the other halachos of
geirus? Why does he bring it with the halachos of geirim who
repudiate their geirus?

According to the above, we can say that kabbalas hamitzvos
is not actually part of the act of geirus, since for a katan the
desire to be a Yid is sufficient to make his geirus complete, and
the geirus can be undone retroactively only if he repudiates it
when he becomes a gadol. Thus this issue is not truly relevant
to the halachos of geirus in Issurei Biah but is in fact appropriate
to Hilchos Melachim, which discusses whether a valid geirus can
be repudiated.

*Although at Alim we generally feature only works published by Machon Aleh Zayis
or original essays of Chavrei HaMachon, in honor of the Rosh Yeshiva we present

here a translation of an excerpt from his new sefer. I thank Rabbi Chananya
Jacobson, who assisted me with the translation. Shimon Szimonowitz
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