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——esem n(,y Klal Yisrael’s Desire to Do

Teshuvah

By Harav Feivel Cohen - Reproduced from “Why We Weep”, a collection of essays
from many of the greatest roshei yeshivah and rabbanim, on the topic of why we
mourn the Beis Hamikdash and how we can help rebuild it. Arranged for daily
study throughout Bein Hametzarim. Compiled by Rav Shloimie Dickman shlita.

The last pasuk in Eichah reads: You have rejected us, we have
become abhorrent to You; You were extremely angry at us. Rashi
explains: “although You have rejected us because of our sins,
You should not have been as angry as You were in fact angered.”

This sounds like we have a grievance against Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. We acknowledge that we are not perfect, perhaps far from
perfect, but nonetheless, Hashem should not have gotten so
angry. Is that how a person speaks to Hashem? Is that how Klal
Yisrael speaks to Hashem?

The Rema (Yoreh Deuh 376:2) says that when a person
comforts a mourner, he should not say, “What can we do?
We can’t change anything. Hakadosh Baruch Hu manages the
world, not us. It’s not possible for us to change anything.” The
Rema explains that this is inappropriate for it implies that if
it were possible for you to change what Hakadosh Baruch Hu
decreed, you would change it. This is the wrong response. A
person must accept the decree of Hakadosh Baruch Hu lovingly,
and not imagine that he could do things better if only he had
the ability to do so. The Rema calls such talk giduf, blasphemy.
Saying that you know how to run the world better than
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, that there can possibly be a better way —
that is blasphemy. So if a person says that Hashem should not
have gotten so angry, can that be acceptable?

The Gemara often refers to Hashem as “rachmanah,” the
One who has mercy. How does this description reconcile with
the claim that Hashem got too angry? Moreover, this is the
last pasuk in Eichah; is this what we have been leading up to
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throughout the entire Megillas Eichah? That we can complain
that Hashem got too angry? With all the travails and calamities
that befell Klal Yisrael, is this our conclusion? And if not, then
what does it mean that “You were extremely angry”?

We find the answer in the pasuk (Eichah 3:40), Let us search
our ways and let us investigate them, and let us return to Hashem.
When one decides to do teshuvah, there’s a prerequisite: he must
sift through his deeds. It cannot be just a fleeting thought in a
person’s mind that he will improve. It requires chipus v'chakirah
— thorough examination of his actions.

Towards the end of Megillas Eichah, we say, Bring us back,
Hashem, to You, and we shall return. We plead with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu to help us do teshuvah and say that we will return
to Him. This entreaty precedes that last pasuk that states that
Hashem got too angry. What can this juxtaposition mean?
Klal Yisrael is expressing its confusion — we are saying how it
appears tous. Tous, it seems that we have already done teshuvah;
therefore, Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s anger seems unwarranted. We
are not complaining against Hashem, chas v'shalom. We are
acknowledging that there must be more to this than meets the
eye, that it seems we need more examining of ourselves to do a
proper teshuvah. We ask Hashem to help us return, meaning to
help us see what we are missing, because we don’t understand
why “You [are still] extremely angry with us.”

Giving a fleeting thought to your actions is not enough to
accomplish teshuvah. Take a hard look in the mirror. What do
you truly see there? When you reach the point where you don’t
feel that “[Hashem is] extremely angry,” then you have fulfilled a
complete teshuvah. So this is the climax of Megillas Eichah: we
really have not done a proper teshuvah yet. Let us make a true
examination of our ways, for which in itself we need help from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
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