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=I9AN n‘,y Emunah Begins Where the

Intellect Ends

Adapted from 71X XD on >TvIn1 07727 72703 by the late Rabbi
Uri Shraga Mandelbaum. He was one of the founding fathers of
the legendary Philadelphia Yeshivah. May the dissemination of his
Torah serve as a nechamah to his family.

(09,7 2727) PYRA XN "N °D 3329 X NaW DA AYT)

And you should know today and settle it in your heart that
Hashem is the Elokim.

Rav Shach in his Avi Ezri writes: For a
long time I have been wondering why this
mitzvah is categorized as “emunah” when itis
basic, logical knowledge that it is impossible
for the world to exist without Someone
running it. In addition, we know from »1®am
(12,07 21R) PIYR NINX — from my flesh I see 719X,
that the amazing wisdom that goes into
each small creation is immeasurable; all the
more so is the inconceivable wisdom that
goes into the creation of man. How is this
possible without Someone orchestrating it?

The Rambam (X 1290 X P30 Q1IN *T10° N1290) writes, Y179
11WUR "1¥0 0V WY - to know that there is a Being that preceded all
others... Clearly, the concept that Hashem exists is considered
knowledge - logic. Also, o°pxi K11’ 72 3327 YR naYm 0 a Ry
(05,7 0127) - and you should know today and settle it in your
heart that Hashem is the o’p15x. How can it be called “emunah,”
believing, if it is knowledge? If you know something, you don’t
need to believe it!

Rav Shach continues: I asked the Brisker Rav this question
and he said that when he asked it of his father, Rav Chaim
told him that certainly the knowledge and understanding that
the intellect of a person can attain is in the category of basic

Top Row l-r: Rav Zev Hoberman, Rav Leib Taub,

Rav Moshe Eisenmann, Rav Uri Mandelbaum v ,
Bottom Row I-r: Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky and Rav Elya Svei WOrdS u’P]IJN e He answers that 1]’[71‘7?( i
corresponds to PPIPR ‘N DNR, and of

Hashem’s Being we have no concept, since it is beyond time

Dear Editorial Board of Alim,
I refer to your article in the Alim (Parshas
Devorim) from the sefer Shekel Hakodesh
regarding whether the third Beis Hamikdash will be built by

Hashem Himself or by us. Rashi and Tosfos both say that it will

be built by Hashem Himself, whereas the Rambam holds it will

be built by Moshiach. Here are some more marei mekomos to
answers given to this question:

1. The Aruch Laner (on Sukkah 41a) explains that there are two
elements here - the physical building and the “spiritual”
building. A physical Mikdash will be built by Moshiach,
but the “spiritual” building will be “built” through Hashem
Himself.

2. The Chasam Sofer (Derashos Chasam Sofer, Vol. 2 p. 339)
explains that Hashem will build the Mikdash through our
pain and crying over the Churban. It will be considered that

human understanding, and is not considered emunah. The
obligation of emunah begins where human intellect no longer
comprehends naturally.

Human intellect is limited by time and space; whatever is
above time and space cannot be conceived by basic sechel. The
very essence of Hakadosh Baruch Hu is above time and space,
and He is therefore above basic human comprehension and
human intellect. This is where the mitzvah of emunah takes
over.

The Gemara (Berachos 1,%) says, “Whoever
lengthens the word TNy, his days and years
will be lengthened, etc. And once he accepted
Hashem’s Kingship above, below and to the
four directions of the heaven, he doesn’t
need any more [n1m> than that].”

Rav Shach explains the Gemara. Why
is lengthening specifically the word Tnx
considered accepting Hashem’s Kingship
above, below and to the four directions?
Shouldn’t this rather be the case for the

and space; so on those words it is impossible for us to declare
that the words include above, below and towards the four
directions of the heaven. However, the word Tnx corresponds
to “You shall not have any foreign gods before Me.” If a person
were to make a god, he would make it according to his limited
concepts of time and space, which are above, below and in four
directions. Therefore, only regarding Tnx do Chazal say “since
[the Yid] accepted Kingship in the heaven and the earth and
the four directions, he doesn’t need more”; it is impossible for
him to make other gods that are more than this.

we built it because we will have caused it to be built; but
Hashem Himself will actually build it.

3. The Maharam Schick (She’eilos u'Teshuvos Maharam Schick
on Yoreh De’ah Vol. 2 #212) differentiates according to
whether the geulah will come before its time (n1w°nX) or in
its time (Mny31). Geulah that is hastened will be supernatural,
and so the third Mikdash will be built by Hashem Himself.
However, geulah that takes place in its predestined time
will seem to be b'derech hateva, and the third Mikdash will
be built by man.

4. Finally, Mahari"l Diskin (at the end of Parshas Behaaloscha)
says that Hashem himself will build the structure, but we
will finish it by installing the gates.

Thank you for your beautifully written articles with
amazing pictures.

Daniel #M;/@/‘
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