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Tefillas Haderech
Based on Practical Guide to Tefillas Haderech —
217 O0ADaR 71707,

by Rabbi Aharon Stauber, reviewed by Rabbi Yaakov Forchheimer

Berachah Hasemuchah L’Chavertah
1. Even though Tefillas Haderech does not begin with “Baruch.....,
it is not necessary to recite it after a different blessing.
Nevertheless, if it is easy to do so, it is better to recite Tefillas
Haderech immediately after a different blessing.
- Ifitis easy to recite Tefillas Haderech after a berachah aruchah
(a blessing that closes with “Baruch Attah,” such as a berachah
achronah or Asher Yatzar) it is best to do so.
« If not, then if besamim (fragrant spices) are available, recite
Tefillas Haderech after the berachah on these spices.
 If spices are not available, recite Tefillas Haderech after
making a berachah on food, as follows:
i. Make the berachah rishonah on the food.
ii. Eat a small amount of the food.
iii. Say Tefillas Haderech.
2. Do not delay saying Asher Yatzar before a trip in order to say it
immediately prior to Tefillas Haderech.
3. It is better to recite Tefillas Haderech within the first parsah
of the departure-city than to wait in order to recite it following
another blessing (such as waiting until one needs to relieve
himself, or until he obtains food).
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Gehinnom on Motzoei-

Shabbos/Rosh Chodesh

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
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The Gemara (Bava Basra 74a) says that every 30 days, Korach
and his followers re-enter Gehinnom and proclaim nnx nwn
nnr N1, Rashbam there explains that this occurs on Rosh
Chodesh. The Rokeach (Parshas Behaaloscha) likewise says that
there is a reigniting of Gehinnom on Rosh Chodesh, and the
Sefer Chassidim (#241) elaborates on this.

On the other hand, the Zohar (Parshas Terumah 150b) says,
“On Shabbos, [Rosh] Chodesh, Zmanim [Rosh Hashanah &
Yom Kippur], and Yomim Tovim, the fire is calmed and there is
no judgment.” The Zohar puts Rosh Chodesh even before Yom
Tov. See also the Pri Megadim (Siman 297 M.Z. 1), who says
that there is no Gehinnom on Rosh Chodesh.

Some suggest that the Zohar means just that punishment is
lighter on Rosh Chodesh, not that it is eliminated completely.
However, the wording of the Zohar implies that Rosh Chodesh
is like Shabbos, when Gehinnom is on complete hiatus. Perhaps
we can reconcile the Rashbam with the Zohar as follows:

Even according to the Zohar, mechallelei Shabbos are judged
and sentenced on Shabbos. The Zohar is referring only to
those who observe Shabbos: even though they sin in other
areas, they still merit getting a break on Shabbos.) However,
those who sin in areas that make one a mumar I'chol HaTorah —
which is also the status of a mechallel Shabbos — do not get this
reprieve on Shabbos. Korach’s followers, who denied Moshe
Rabbeinu’s special status as a Navi, were considered mumrim
I'chol HaTorah. Therefore they have the halachic status of
mechallelei Shabbos and are therefore judged on Shabbos, and
thus on Rosh Chodesh too.

Seudas Rosh Chodesh

The Chida (Birkei Yosef, Siman 419) says that the Rosh
Chodesh seudah is very important, as Rosh Chodesh has a
special kedushah regarding Gehinnom: When Gehinnom was
created, both Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh (in contrast to Yom
Tov, which came later), were already in existence, and it was
specifically eliminated from them.

Does an Avel Daven at the Amud on Rosh Chodesh?
There is a dispute among the Poskim over whether an avel
davens at the amud on Rosh Chodesh. Three minhagim emerge:
1) an avel doesn’t daven at the amud at all, 2) an avel davens
Minchah and Maariv at the amud, but not Shacharis, and 3)

o [

A1)

npnl CEbs
Dyunmi e

y
omaN

an avel davens even Shacharis (until Hallel), but not Mussaf.
For those who give Rosh Chodesh the status of a moed, an avel
does not daven at the amud; whereas for those who rule that
only Shabbos and Yom Tov have the status of moed but Rosh
Chodesh does not, an avel may daven at the amud.

Perhaps there is a completely different explanation for the
minhag of the avel not davening at the amud at all. An avel
davens primarily as a zechus for the niftar, whose neshamah
undergoes judgment during this period. Just as on Shabbos,
when the fires of Gehinnom are temporarily shut off, on Rosh
Chodesh too the need to daven for the zechus of the neshamah
isn’t so imperative.

Rosh Chodesh on Motzoei Shabbos

The Mordechai says that we say Tzidkoscha at Minchah on
Shabbos because the neshomos are returning to Gehinnom after
the Shabbos respite. This makes it especially important for
an avel to daven Maariv on Motzoei Shabbos. However, the
Mordechai adds, when Rosh Chodesh falls on Motzoei Shabbos,
Tzidkoscha is omitted at Minchah that Shabbos, because there
is no Gehinnom punishment on Rosh Chodesh.

Other Minhagim of Motzoei Shabbos Associated
with Gehinnom

Several minhagim at the conclusion of Shabbos are also
associated with the return of the neshamos to Gehinnom.

1. Some have a minhag not to drink water from any river
between Minchah and Maariv at the conclusion of Shabbos.
Rabbeinu Bachya (Shemos 20:8) explains that this is because
the neshamos are returning to Gehinnom at that time, and since
they nourish themselves from these waters, it is not proper for
us to drink from them.

2. Saying V’hu Rachum before Maariv is a plea that the
neshamos returning to be judged shouldn’t receive harsh
verdicts (Rabbeinu Bachye, ibid). The Or Zarua (Vol. 2 #89)
adds that we prolong the recitation of V’hu Rachum to delay
this judgment.

3. According to the Tur, the addition of V'Attah Kadosh in
Maariv is also meant to delay the judgment, as the judgment
begins only when the order of kedushah is completed. The
Matteh Moshe (#497) adds that Viyhi Noam is also a reference
to the judgment of Gehinnom.

4. Finally, according to an opinion in the Rishonim, the
reason for smelling the pleasant fragrance of besamim on
Motzoei Shabbos is to deflect the stench of Gehinnom that
re-starts on Motzoei Shabbos. Tosfos (Beitzah 33b), however,
dismisses this interpretation, because if it were the case then
we should smell besamim on Motzoei Yom Tov as well.
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