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Once again, a beautiful weekly! I read with interest the
article about why we didn't combine the parshiyos until
now. Someone suggested in the Kol Aleh that this is to
highlight the fact that we reject the Tzedokim, who
observe only one day of Yom Tov and would therefore
be in sync with Eretz Yisrael.

I don't understand the rationale for that. True, the
Tzedokim didn't accept Torah shebal peh. But is Yom
Tov sheini a "rabbinic" idea? Isn't it simply a safek
d'Oraysa? (Actually, the Achronim raise the issue of bal
tosif in connection with the second day of Yom Tov,
but that is another discussion.)

In the time of the Tzedokim the shluchim system was
still in use, so there was a real safek and I assume
the Tzedokim would have gone along with the
Chachamim. Many years later, when everyone knew
the real day of Yom Tov, but the Gemara said to keep
the old minhag anyway, is when it became an issue.
It was challenged in recent years only by the Reform
movement. Perhaps we postpone combining parshiyos
to highlight the second day of Yom Tov as a rejection
of modern-day reformers.

Thank you again for your enlightening articles every
week.
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nﬂ n n(,y Rav Dov Landau's Proof

Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

This past Succos Bein Hazemanim, I had the privilege of visiting
HaGaon Rav Dov Landau shlita, in his home in Bnei Brak. He
personally answered the door and invited my family in, and allowed
me to talk in learning with him until the Rebbetzin asked me to end
the visit since the Rosh Yeshiva was needed to help her prepare for
Shabbos...!

The conversation revolved around tefillin
on Chol HaMoed. At one point we mentioned
the opinion of the Brisker Rov that one is not
obligated to put on tefillin every day. There is
a mitzvah to wear tefillin as much as possible,
but it isn’t a “daily mitzvah” per se.

The Rosh Yeshiva said that he has a proof
from the Rambam to the Brisker Rov’s
approach. The Rambam says regarding
Tishah B'Av:

JWKRI2 779790 12 N°InY XYW AN 0°NONN NXpni
(X N2Yn N ayn mioYnn n pao)
- Some sages are accustomed not to lay the head-tefillin on that day.

Rav Dov Landau shlita with the Strikover Rebbe 2"l

It appears from this wording that the Rambam isn’t saying
that it was their opinion that one should not don tefillin shel
rosh on Tishah B’Av, just that they adopted a voluntary practice
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of not donning tefillin shel rosh on that day. If we were to assume
that donning tefillin is an absolute daily obligation, how could
the Rambam sanction such a practice?

But according to the Brisker Rav - that donning tefillin isn’t a
daily requirement but it’s just a mitzvah to wear tefillin as much
as possible - this can be understood. Ad kan divrei haRav.

It’'s important to note that the Bi'ur Halachah (38) also
discusses the parameters of the mitzvah of wearing tefillin.
He begins by citing the Pri Megadim,
who considers whether there is a Biblical
obligation to wear tefillin the entire day,
or whether once a day is enough to satisfy
the Biblical obligation. The Pri Megadim
concludes that someone who goes a full day
without wearing tefillin negated a Biblical
commandment, but he is not obligated to
wear it the entire day. On the other hand, the
Biur Halacha cites the Yeshu'os Yaakov, who
maintained that the Biblical commandment
is to wear tefillin all day. [For why we don’t do
that, see the Biur Halachah ibid.]

It would seem that both opinions mentioned in the Biur
Halachah contradict the Brisker Rov. The Rosh Yeshiva made
it clear that he wasn’t ruling like the Brisker Rov; he was only
“speaking in learning.”
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