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Hilchos Tefillah While

Traveling and on Vacation
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Tefillah B’Tzibbur

1. Ideally, it is best to plan a vacation at a place where there will
be a shul and a minyan, as tefillah is more readily accepted in a
shul and with a tzibbur (Shulchan Aruch 90:9).

2. If there is no minyan where the traveler is staying, he should
at least try to daven at the same time as he davens with his
regular minyan at home (ibid.).

3. If the only available minyan davens before sunrise, it is
preferable to daven with the minyan at

at sunrise (k'vasikin), many Poskim say to E
daven then. =
4. In a place where no local minyan is =
readily available, it should be ascertained
if there is a minyan within driving
distance of a mil (18-24 minutes). On the
road, if there is a minyan on the way, one
should travel up to an additional 72 or 90
minutes to get to the shul (S. A. 90:16).
5. [t is not necessary to travel to a
shul for Krias HaTorah (on Monday or
Thursday), as that is not an obligation for
an individual.

6. Even if there is no minyan available, it
is still preferable to daven in a shul rather
than in a house or a hotel room.

7. If there is a minyan on a plane but it will be hard to
concentrate there, it is preferable to daven b’yechidus.

Zmanei Tefillah

8. Ideally, one should not travel before davening Shacharis,
unless of course he is on the way to a shul (Shulchan Aruch
89:2). The same is true for Minchah and Maariv (Mishnah
Berurah 89:19)

9. Someone who normally davens after Minchah Ketanah (as
per S.A. 233:1) may daven Minchah Gedolah if he plans to be
traveling.

10. If the only minyan in the area davens Minchah-Maariv
before and after sunset, which he usually doesn’t rely on, many
Poskim say to daven with the minyan then, especially because
he may forget to daven later. Others say that he should daven
Shemoneh Esrai with the minyan and say Birchos Krias Shema
later (after tzais).

11. If the minyan is davening Maariv at sunset and he didn’t
daven Minchah yet, he should daven Shemoneh Esrai of
Minchah with their Maariv, as that is preferable to davening
b’yechidus.

12. Someone who will be unable to daven Maariv before
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that time rather than davening b’yechidus ¥ ' ’ ‘
later. However, if it is possible to daven E "
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chatzos should be sure to say Krias Shema earlier.

13. If an early morning flight is scheduled, it is better to daven
before sunrise (after mi’sheyakir) at home/shul rather than
later on at the airport or on the plane, as it will be harder to
daven there (S.A. 89:8, Mishnah Berurah # 40).

14. Similarly, if it is possible to daven before boarding the
plane, even if that is prior to sunrise, it is preferred rather than
davening on the plane afterwards.

15. When flying eastbound, the traveler should hurry to daven
sooner rather than later as the zman is calculated according to
the time directly below him (Igros Moshe O.C. Volume 3 Siman
96).

Mekom Ha’Tefillah

16. If one must daven while on the road
(at a rest stop, for example), he should
daven in a secluded place so that he
will not be disturbed. Additionally, he
should try to daven in an enclosed area
(indoors if possible) and not in an open
area (S.A. 90:5).

17. If one cannot ascertain which
direction is east, he should concentrate
on Makom HaShechinah (S.A. 94:3). It
is preferable to face another direction if
facing east will compromise his kavanah
(01w9 97112).

18. A brachah/Tefillas Haderech may be
said while driving if it is difficult to stop
because this might cause a delay; but
Krias Shema and certainly Shemoneh
Esrei, since they require a higher level of concentration, may
never be said while driving.

19. One may daven in a “prayer-room” in an airport, hospital,
etc. even though others pray there as well, provided that it is
not designated for any specific religion and there is no display
of avodah zarah.

20. A traveler may daven sitting down (on a plane or bus)
if he can’t concentrate while standing. For example, if he is
concerned that at any time someone may interrupt him or
ask him to sit down, then he should daven sitting down (Igros
Moshe O.C. Volume 4 #20).

21. Even when davening sitting down, he should stand up for
the my»2 in the first brachah and Modim (Igros Moshe, ibid.).
22. If he began davening on a plane standing up but must now
sit down (due to turbulence, etc.) it isn’t considered a hefsek
because it is litzorech hatefillah (Shoshanas Yisrael 21:28).

23. One should not daven in a pool area if he isn’t completely
covered (Mishnah Berurah 91:1). However, if he already davened
there, he has fulfilled his obligation.

24. When davening b’yechidus and not in a shul, Tachanun is
said, but nefilas apayim is not done. It is preferable to be sitting
while saying Tachanun.
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