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Proceed with Caution
The general response to this machlokes is to permit what is
already included in our Selichos, since the paytanim were recognized
authorities, but to minimize as much as possible in deference to
the stricter opinion. We sense that this was the Chasam Sofer’s
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approach (O.C., siman 166), as he didn’t change the text of “Malachei
Rachamim,” but did skip “Machnisei Rachamim.” (It is also recorded
that the Chasam Sofer didn’t say Sholom Aleichem on Friday night.)

In summary, those who are accustomed to skipping the piyutim
with the above issues should continue that practice, while those
who do say them have upon whom to rely.
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Beseeching Intermediaries

in the Selichos Prayers
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

During the Selichos/Yomim Noraim season, various tefillos are
addressed to other “beings,” asking them to intercede on our behalf.
We present five distinct examples of such intermediaries that we
encounter in our tefillos: 1) the deceased, 2) malachim, 3) Hashem’s
Middos, 4) the Torah, and 5) the images on Kisay Hakovod.

1. The Deceased (Davening at Kivrei
Tzaddikim/Kivrei Avos)

The Rema (581:4) cites the minhag
of davening at a kever before Rosh
Hashanah. Based on Maharil (Hilchos
Taanis #18), the majority of poskim (see
Mateh Ephraim #50, Mishnah Berurah
#27) rule that one should not address the
niftarim directly, but rather ask Hashem
to grant the request in the merit of the
deceased. The Elef HaMagen (#113) says
that addressing the niftar may lead to
the prohibition of doresh el hameisim.
However, others do permit addressing the deceased; the Pri
Megadim cites the siddur Maaneh Loshon, which contains such

tefillos.

2. Malachim The idea of requesting the malachim to intervene in
bringing our tefillos to Hashem is rooted in earlier sources, arising
from the daily request in Selichos of “Machnisei rachamim...”. Many
omit the tefillos at the end of the Selichos, but the piyut there of
“Malachei rachamim...chalu na,” addressing the malachim, is said by
all. The issue with it was first raised by the Maharal (Nesivos Olam,
perek 12). Rav Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenberg (a talmid of Rav Akiva
Eiger and mechaber of HaKesav v’haKabbalah), in his siddur Iyun
Tefillah, changed the nusach to “Achaleh Pnei Kel....” On the other
hand, Rashash (on Sanhedrin 44b) proves that it is permitted
to ask malachim to help, but apparently only for individual (i.e.,
private) supplications.

Rav Chaim of Volozhin zt”] (Kesser Rosh #93) replaced this
phrase with “Avos ha’olam...,” addressing the Avos instead of the
malachim. Apparently, he held that addressing the malachim,
which raises fear of the issur of shittuf, is a bigger problem than
addressing the deceased. The Igros Moshe (O.C. Vol. 5, siman 43
#6) adds that malachim are not connected to the person the way
the deceased are, so the deceased are probably aware of his plight.
On the other hand, the Igros Moshe there also provides a possible
rationale as to why addressing malachim may be more acceptable
than addressing the deceased: because the malachim will just be
doing their job of shelichus. This, then, is comparable to “asking the
doorman to let you into the building to meet the boss.”

It is interesting that the piyut “Emes Attah...” (for Erev Rosh
Hashanah) addresses the malachim by name: “Michoel v'Gavriel ...
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chalu na Pnei Kel ...” (although in some versions this is emended
to "achaleh penei ...”). This piyut appears only in Minhag Lita (#31);
Nusach Polin omits it.

3. Middos HaRachamim  Elsewhere in Selichos we address
Hashem’s Middos, beseeching them to intercede for us before
Hashem. Pleading with the Middos HaRachamim is different
from pleading with the malachim. It may be less of a problem, as
it is equivalent to asking Hashem himself; or conversely, it may
be more of a problem, as one of the reasons to permit addressing
malachim is that the malachim are merely
messengers, meshorsim (as mentioned
above) whereas approaching the Middos
of Hashem may come even closer to the
concept of shittuf. The Korban Nesanel
(Rosh Hashanah, perek 1) says that one
must not say the words addressing the
Middos (“hisgalgeli, hapili, shaali, konech,
ameich”). The Iyun Tefillah (cited above)
suggests emending the text to “Lifnei
Koneinu techinaseinu napeel,” etc. The
Teshuvos Mahari Bruna (#275), however,
permits saying “Middos harachamim...,” as
it is similar to the piyut “Malachei rachamim....”

The minhag seems to be in conflict with itself. In “Middos
harachamim...” we address the Middos themselves, yet in a
different piyut (Erev Rosh Hashanah, Minhag Lita #38, Polin #36),
we adopt the stricter approach: the original version of that piyut
contained phrases that were changed to the first person, “I will
plead [with Hashem]...,” instead of asking the Middos to do it for
us.

4. The Torah Yetanother piyut (Minhag Lita #58, Polin #51), not in
common use, addresses the Torah to daven for us: “Torah hakedoshah
hischaneni...”. On one hand, this is more of a problem than
addressing the attributes, because the atrributes are considered
an extension of Hashem “himself”, as opposed to Torah which is
another “being”. On the other hand, it may be understood by all that
it is merely invoking the zechus of the Torah, similar to addressing
our avos (forebears) as a poetic way of invoking their zechuyos.

5. The images on the Kisay Hakavod Perhaps one of the most
difficult piyut to permit is the one requesting the images on the
Kisay HaKavod to daven for us. In “Sheves haKisay...” (Minhag Lita
#68, Polin #67) composed by Rav Shimon Bar Yitzchok of Mainz,
known as Rav Shimon Hagadol, the mispallel asks the four forms
sculpted on the throne of Hashem - the ari, nesher, kruv, and
adam - to convey our tefillos. This piyut is written in third person
- “May the lion on the right pray before Hashem" — not addressing
the intermediary directly. Although one can compare them to
malachim, we don’t find the forms on the Kisay acting as agents.
In point of fact, this piyut and “Torah Hakedoshah,” appearing at
the end of the daily Selichos, are commonly skipped, perhaps for
good reason.
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