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njnqgo n‘py The Rhythm of Selichos

Rabbi Avrohom Reit,
Editor of Seder Selichos Chana Dovid Minhag Lita

The piyutim of Selichos were composed over a period of approximately five
hundred years by several Rishonim, ranging from the renowned (Rashi, Rav
Saadiah Gaon and R’ Shlomo Ibn Gabirol...), to the obscure (like Amitai [author
of the selicha "Hashem, Hashem" said at Neilah and other times], of whom
almost nothing is known).

The structure of Selichos — Ashrei followed by kaddish, other pesukim in praise
of Hashem, then bakashos, tachanun, and a final kaddish — echoes the structure
of our daily tefillos, particularly Minchah (Levush §581:1).

But the piyutim of Selichos are not tefillos in the common sense of making
varied requests of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Instead, they address essential issues
relevant to this time of the year, focusing on the concept of teshuvah, the need
for it, and its benefits, and warning of the consequences of not doing teshuvah.
Recalling the zechus of the Akeidah, they evoke the need for extra zechuyos in
these days of judgment. They draw attention to Hashem’s greatness, and His
sitting in judgment in these days, hopefully to grant His people a good life
in the new year. The key piyut about the Thirteen Middos of Rachamim (“E-
Melech Yoshaiv”) is so central that it is repeated multiple times each day.

The introductory passages of the individual Selichos are pesukim or
paraphrases of pesukim containing highlights of the forthcoming piyut. The
piyutim (“poems”) themselves pack deep meaning into a small number of
words. A common technique is the use of acrostics: beginning each line of the
piyut with the aleph-beis in order, followed by the signature of the paytan at the
beginnings of the remaining lines.

Some of the piyutim, like “E-I Erech Apayim,” are easy to understand and
readily evoke an emotional response. Others though, either lengthier, or
more compressed, or employing obscure
words and unusual grammar permitted
by poetic license, can be harder to
understand and respond to. Translations
and peirushim can help with individual
words or phrases but conveying the
passion behind the words is a harder
task. Using an edition of Selichos that
is laid out to highlight rhyme, rhythm,
and meter can be a significant boost to
appreciating the piyutim.

May we all be zocheh to teshuvah and
selichah in the coming yemei din.
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Women and Tefillin:

Exempt or Forbidden?
Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis
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“Male garb shall not be on a woman, and a man
shall not wear a woman’s garment”(Devarim 22:5).

Targum Onkeles renders this pasuk as “Weaponry
shall not be upon a woman, and a man shall not
adorn himself with a woman’s ornaments.” This
understanding is elucidated as well by the Bavli."
Targum Yonasan, however, says the prohibition
of male garb on women forbids women to wear
“tzitzis and tefillin, which are ornaments of men.”
Apparently, whether women are forbidden by this
pasuk to wear tefillin is subject to dispute between
the targumim.

Yet in Sefer Shoftim* Targum Yonasan seems, on
the contrary, to concur with Targum Onkeles:

“She stretched her hand to the peg and her right
hand to the laborer’s hammer. She hammered Sisera,
severed his head, smashed and severed his temple.” Targum Yonasan
says there that “Yael, wife of Chaver the Kenite, did well in that she
upheld what is stated in the Torah of Moshe, ‘weaponry shall not be
upon a woman, and a man shall not adorn himself with a woman’s
ornaments’; instead, she stretched her hand to the peg...”

This concurs with the explication of Targum Onkeles to the
prohibition of “Male garb shall not be on a woman,” as referring
to weaponry, but is at odds with that of Targum Yonasan when
he says that the pasuk prohibits tefillin.

Discussing the authorship of the various targumim, the
Gemara? attributes the targum of the Torah to Onkeles and that
of Nevi'im to Yonasan ben Uziel. It seems, then, that Yonasan
ben Uziel did not compose a targum to the Torah, and indeed,
this is stated clearly by Maharsha.* Accordingly it is no wonder
that Yonasan ben Uziel in his targum to Shoftim concurred
with Onkeles and not with the targum misattributed to him.

Maharatz Chiyus® quotes the mechaber of

Me'or Einayim as testifying to having seen
two nearly identical targumim, upon one of which was written
“Yonasan” and upon the other, “Yerushalmi.” Accordingly,
Maharatz Chiyus®explains that the supposed “Targum Yonasan”
on the Torah is actually the Yerushalmi parallel to Targum
Onkeles, which is the Targum of the Bavli.

The Bavli records that Michal bas Shaul wore tefillin, and was
not stopped by the Sages from doing so. But the Yerushalmi’
cites an opinion® that the Sages in fact did protest this action.

Thus we see that whether women may or may not don tefillin
is subject to dispute between the Bavli and the Yerushalmi,

Rav Tzvi Hirsh Chajes

and the reasoning of each may be understood in the context
of their respective targumim. The Talmud Yerushalmi, which
records the opinion that the Sages protested when Michal bas
Shaul donned tefillin, is in consonance with its targum which
interprets the prohibition of “Male garb shall not be on a woman”
as referring to tzitzis and tefillin. Conversely, Targum Onkeles,
which Maharatz Chiyus calls “the Bavli targum,” is
in accord with the Talmud Bavli, which maintains
(see above) that the prohibition pertains to women
wearing weaponry.

The Ohr Same'ach® writes that

the opinion of the Yerushalmi
is that the mitzvah of tefillin is a part of the greater
mitzvah of talmud Torah, and for this reason
women are exempt from wearing tefillin. Whereas
the Bavli maintains that tefillin is a mitzvah on its
own from which women are exempt. This can
explain the difference of opinion between the Bavli
and the Yerushalmi regarding women wearing
tefillin.

Chazal' discourage teaching Torah to women. Since the
Yerushalmi maintains that the mitzvah of tefillin is a part of
the mitzvah of talmud Torah, it follows that its opinion is that
women may not don tefillin, as they are considered men’s
ornaments and not women’s.

The Baal HaTurim says that the gematria of “nwx v 121°95” -
male garb on a woman - equals that of “',n11n 95 garb of Torah,
referring to tefillin which the Yerushalmi holds is a part of the
mitzvah of talmud Torah and therefore forbidden to women.

However, since the Bavli holds that tefillin is an independent
mitzvah no different from any other mitzvah from which
women are exempt but which they may nevertheless choose to
observe, tefillin are consequently not considered an ornament
meant exclusively for men and may theoretically'* be worn by
women as well.

The Shiltei HaGibborim'* rules that women

may not don tefillin even without a brachah,
“as this is the way of the sectarians who challenge the rulings
of the Sages and explain pesukim differently than they do.”
Perhaps for this reason the Targum Yerushalmi chose to
interpret the pasuk of “Male garb shall not be on a woman” as
referring to tefillin, as the targumim often rendered pesukim in
a way designed to distance us from the counterfeit versions
perpetrated by sectarians.

1) Nazir 59a 2) 25:26 3) Megillah 3a 4) Ad loc. d.h. targum shel nevi'im 5) Igeres Bikores published
in Kol Kisvei Maharatz Chiyus vol. 2 p. 513; see also Imrei Binah siman 4 p. 911, and ibid, footnote 915.
6) This opinion is cited as well by R’ Chida (sefer Shem HaGedolim, Maareches HaSeforim, letter tav, no.
96) in the name of Mahari Chagiz (sefer Korban Mincha siman 54). 7) Eiruvin 10:1 8) Cited as well by
Tosafos (Eiruvin ibid, d.h. Michal), quoting Pesikta Rabbasi (perek 22) 9) Beginning of Hilchos Talmud
Torah 10) Yerushalmi Sotah 3:4 11) See Shulchan Aruch OC 38:3. 12) Rosh HaShanah 9b (dapei haRif)
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