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When Was

the World Created?
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis
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R’ Eliezer vs. R’ Yehoshua

R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua debate whether the world was created
in Tishrei or in Nissan (Rosh Hashanah 10b-12a). The Gemara
concludes that chachmei umos haolam agree with R’ Yehoshua;
while chachmei Yisrael, although they agree with R’ Eliezer’s
calculation for the Mabul, yet about the season of Creation
(tekufah) they too follow R’ Yehoshua.

Yet when on Rosh Hashanah we say, “Zeh hayom techilas
maasecha, zikaron liyom rishon,” we are following the opinion of
R’ Eliezer (ibid. 27a), since only according to R’ Eliezer is 1 Tishrei
(with the creation of man) the first day of Hashem’s handiwork. The
Gemara (Avoda Zarah 8a) says that Adam HaRishon was created
in Tishrei. After he sinned the days got shorter and shorter, and
he thought that eventually it would always be dark in the world.
When he realized that this was just a seasonal occurrence, he made
a Yom Tov (in late December) which eventually was adopted by the
idolators. The Yerushalmi concludes that this is in accordance with
saying that man was created on the first of Tishrei (R Eliezer).

Whose Verdict is Commemorated on Rosh Hashanah?

The Ran (on Rosh Hashanah 16a) discusses a major difference
between the opinions of R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua about what
judgment Rosh Hashanah commemorates. According to R’ Eliezer,
it is the fact that Adam HaRishon was judged and pardoned on
this day, and His descendants, mankind, go through the same
process each year. According to R’ Yehoshua, however, it is the
judgment that Bnei Yisrael underwent after chait ha'egel: although
their final forgiveness came on Yom Kippur, there was already a
level of forgiveness on Rosh Hashanah.

Resolving a Dichotomy

Every 28 years, we commemorate the Creation by saying Bircas
HaChammah on the first day of tekufas Nissan (see Brachos 59b),
based on the opinion of R’ Yehoshua that the world was created in
the spring (Nissan). If we follow R’ Yehoshua’s opinion, how can
we say in our Rosh Hashanah (Tishrei) davening that the world
was created “today”? Furthermore, we don’t generally follow R’
Eliezer’s opinion when the other Chachamim disagree with him
(see Bava Metzia 58b); why do we do so in this case?

Tosfos (R.H. 27a d”h k'man) notes that this dichotomy is also
found in the piyutim of R’ Elazar Hakalir, in some of which he
follows R’ Eliezer’s view while in others he follows R’ Yehoshua.

“Eilu v'eilu divrei Elokim Chayim,” concludes Tosfos: the world
was conceptualized in Tishrei, but it wasn’t created until Nissan.
Some add that this is the meaning of hayom haras olam - “today,”
on Rosh Hashanah, the world was conceived/conceptualized.

Perhaps we can now understand why the nations of the world
follow the opinion of R’ Yehoshua. They concern themselves with
the physical world, which starts with the spring (Nissan). It’s
interesting to note that the original Roman calendar, the Julian
calendar, calculated the months of the year from spring, beginning
with March. (September was the seventh month, October the
eighth, November the ninth, and December the tenth. February
was the twelfth or last month and therefore the shortest, assigned
the remaining 28 days of the year.)

Only Klal Yisrael base their Rosh Hashanah on the original plan
for Creation. This explains our continuing to say in davening, “zeh
hayom techilas... — this day is the beginning of Your Handiwork ...
for it is a law for Yisrael and a judgment for the G-d of Yaakov,”
meaning that although for the other nations Creation did not take
place at this time, nevertheless Yisrael follows Hashem’s blueprint
for the world and establish it on this day, 1 Tishrei.

Revved-up Revolutions

Rav Yonasan Eibschutz (Yaaros Devash, Elul, Drush 1) gives a
“scientific” explanation to accommodate both opinions discussed
in the Gemara: In its orbit around the sun, the earth makes a full
revolution in one year. During Yemei Bereishes, however, the earth
revolved around the sun the equivalent of a month every six
hours. According to R’ Yehoshua, the sun was created on the first
day of spring (Tuesday at 6 p.m.). By the time Man was created on
late Friday (72 hours later), the world had done six months’ worth
of revolution, and the mazal in the sky was that of Tishrei. Thus
techilas maasecha, the Creation of Man, according to the position of
the earth at that time actually took place on Rosh Hashanah!

From Din to Rachamim

Chazal tell us that Hakadash Boruch Hu planned to create the
world using middas hadin, as it says, “Bereishis barah Elokim”; but
ultimately He partnered din with rachamim, as it says (Bereishis
2:4), “b’yom asos Hashem Elokim.” The first passuk describes how
Creation was “supposed” to be: the word “bereishis” is an anagram
of 1wna’r (Rabbeinu Bachye), and Tishrei is din. The latter passuk
refers to olam hamaaseh, the day in Nissan when Hashem merged
din with rachamim.

In Nissan the earth (Northern Hemisphere) begins warming up
and the days start to lengthen in a representation of rachamim,
while in Tishrei, on the contrary, daylight is waning and winter is
coming, presaging middas hadin. The original intention, to create
the world in Tishrei, meant with middas hadin. Ultimately, though,
the world was created in Nissan while keeping the machshavah of
Tishrei, thus tempering middas hadin with rachamim.

We face strict judgment on Rosh Hashanah as it restores the
world of machshavah, of middas hadin, the first intention of
Creation. Yet many of the tefillos of the day and particularly the
kol shofar are designed to arouse middas harachamim and let
it partner once again with middas hadin. May we merit to see
rachamei Shamayim in these days.
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