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Adapted from Minchas Yisroel
by Rabbi Yisroel Meir Ferber
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The heaven and the earth were finished and all their array. By the
seventh day, Hashem completed His work which He
had done, and He abstained on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done.

A Korban Mussaf was offered in the Beis
Hamikdash every Shabbos, Yom Tov and Rosh
Chodesh. However, the korbanos of Yom Tov
and Rosh Chodesh included a sin offering (sa’ir
Ichatas), while the korbanos of Shabbos did not.
What is the reason for this discrepancy?

Rav Hutner explains:

There is a rule that states 171N2 NIRRT DTPIA TR,
the Torah does not always follow a chronological
sequence. The first example of this can be found
toward the beginning of Parshas Bereishis. The
parshah begins by describing the Six Days of
Creation, and then continues with the seventh
day — Shabbos. Later, the Torah returns to the
sixth day of Creation to record the incident of
Adam and Chava and the Tree of Knowledge (Eitz HaDaas).
These verses are not in chronological order.

Although the Torah does not always follow a chronological
sequence, nevertheless, whenever the Torah does reverse the
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And He banished the man and He placed the Keruvim and the
flame of the ever-turning sword to guard the way to
the Tree of Life.

7W7) .19aN 7IXY7) - 07217100 NR)

The pasuk tells us that after Adam and Chava
were banished from Gan Eden, Hashem placed
‘Keruvim’ to guard the entrance to Gan Eden.
Rashi notes that these were malachei chavalah,
angels of destruction, who would harm any
individual who tried to enter Gan Eden.

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky points out that the
term ‘Keruvim’ reappears in Sefer Shemos. This
time, however, it refers to the childlike figures
on the Kapores, upon the holy Ark (Aron) that
contained the Ten Commandments. These were
definitely not malachei chavalah; they were holy
depictions on the most sacred vessel in the
Mishkan. Why does the Torah use the same term to refer to
two vastly different entities?
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order of events, it is not without a reason. This instance, as
well, begs explanation. Why didn’t the Torah record Adam’s sin,
which happened on the sixth day, before mentioning Shabbos,
which happened later?

The holiness of Shabbos is so powerful that it transports

1 a person to a realm that is beyond sin. The
connection to Hashem that we can attain on
Shabbos is on a level that is Xvnn 11 nYvnY, above
sin.

This is why Shabbos is written before the Chet.
Because Shabbos, which is above chet, cannot be
viewed as being after sin.

This explains why a Korban Chatas is not
included in the Korban Mussaf of Shabbos. A
Korban Chatas — a sin offering — can only be
brought after a sin was committed. Since Shabbos
is above sin, no Korban Chatas is brought. This is
why we say in Mussaf on Shabbos, N1 naw nin
miaap — You established Shabbos and favored its
offerings.

When we use Shabbos properly, we can forge
a direct connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. In fact, the Zohar
compares it to a father who gets down on his hands and knees to
play with his child, so intimate is the connection to Hashem that
we can achieve on this holy day.

The Torah’s word choice, Rav Yaakov explains, emphasizes
the tremendous importance of our children’s education. When
educated carefully and properly, children can be like the angelic
keruvim on the Aron. If their education is not
taken seriously, the children can become as
destructive as malachei chavalah, angels of
destruction.

How can we be certain that we are educating
our children properly? Perhaps we can point to
another feature of the Keruvim for guidance.
The Keruvim and the Kapores were not separate
pieces that were then welded together. Instead,
Moshe Rabbeinu was told to take one large
lump of gold, and fashion Kapores and Keruvim
from the same mass.

The Aron represents the Torah, and the only
way for Torah education to succeed is when we
educate our students and our children to become
one with the Torah. If we teach them to merely
study Torah, but always remain somewhat removed from it and
not identify with it completely, their education is bound to fail.
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