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A Tale of Two Cities
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Pri Megadim (Eishel Avrohom, introduction to 651) and
the Mateh Ephrayim (625:22) discuss an interesting dilemma.
A person can spend Yom Tov in City A where there is a sukkah
but no daled minim, or else go to City B where there are daled
minim but no sukkah. (A need for “choosing between two cities”
is discussed in Rosh Hashanah 34b in the case of a choice
between a city that has a shofar but no tefillah
b’tzibbur versus one with a minyan but no shofar. In
that case, mitzvas shofar takes precedence because
it is a mitzvah min haTorah.) A similar question
would arise if a person has enough money to obtain
either a sukkah or a lulav, but not both.

In the opinion of the Pri

Megadim, access to a sukkah
should take precedence because it comes first;
mitzvas sukkah takes effect immediately with the
start of Yom Tov, whereas mitzvas lulav will come
into play only the next morning. However, the
Mateh Ephrayim (Elef Lamateh #33) proves that
this isn’t sufficient reason to give precedence to
one mitzvah over another.

(As an aside, the Aruch LaNer (on Sukkah 2a) says that one
of the reasons Mesechta Sukkah discusses the halachos of
sukkah before lulav although in the Torah lulav is written first,
is because mitzvas sukkah comes first chronologically.)

The Pri Megadim goes on to discuss a

situation where the problem arises on the
morning of the first day of Yom Tov and both mitzvos come
into play at the same time. Here, the Pri Megadim says that
Iulav should take precedence, as it is an absolute obligation,
referred to as chovas haguf. Although when a person decides to
eat he is obligated in sukkah, since he isn’t required to eat. This
is similar to the halachah that mitzvas tefillin has priority over
mitzvas tzitzis, tzitzis being only a mitzvah keyomis, whereas
tefillin is an absolute chiyuv.

Rav Shlomo Kluger (Chochmas Shlomo, siman

625) advances another argument to give
mitzvas lulav priority even though mitzvas sukkah comes before
it (beginning, as it does, the previous night). Quoting a drashah
he gave on Sukkos in 1836, he explains why the mitzvah of
Iulav is written in the Torah before the mitzvah of sukkah. The
Midrash says that the mitzvah of lulav represents Klal Yisrael
emerging victorious in judgment, similar to waving the flag in
war to proclaim victory. We find that a mitzvah involving
pirsumei nisa — publicizing a miracle — takes precedence over
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Rav Chaim Hezekiah Medini,
the Sdei Chemed

other mitzvos. Therefore the Iulav, which has this aspect, will
take precedence over mitzvas sukkah.

This is difficult to understand, as it is very possible that the
sukkah also has the element of publicizing a miracle. The Gemara
(Pesachim 108b, Shabbos 23a, Megillah 4a) discusses three
mitzvos that women are obligated to observe — ner Chanukah,
Megillah, and the four cups of wine on Pesach — because they
were also involved the miracle. Tosfos in Megillah 4a asks why
women aren’t obligated in sukkah, as they were also involved in
the miracle. The three mitzvos mentioned have the element of
pirsumei nisa, and the question of Tosfos seems to
imply that sukkah also has the aspect of miracle and
is therefore included in the obligation of pirsumei
nisa, as it says “limaan yeid'u doroseichem — in order
that your descendants should know that I placed
Bnei Yisrael in sukkos in the midbar.”

There may be another reason for

mitzvas ~ sukkah  to  take

precedence over mitzvas lulav. The Pnei Yehoshua

(on Sukkah 25a) and the Minchas Chinuch say that

if someone doesn’t take a lulav, blow the shofar, or

eatmatzah,no actionis takingplace; he transgresses

only b’shev val taaseh. Mitzvas sukkah, however, is

different: when one doesn’t observe it, he not only

is mevatel the mitzvah but also eating outside the
sukkah, transgressing b’kum va'aseh.

Based on this, we can argue that it is better to go to the city
with the available sukkah, because that mitzvah is twofold. In
addition, although there is an inyan to hold the lulav throughout
the day, one fulfills the mitzvah only once a day, while mitzvas
sukkah is fulfilled on a constant basis.

The Pri Megadim concludes that if this situation
arises before Yom Tov, mitzvas sukkah takes precedence.
However, if this situation comes up only on the first morning,
mitzvas lulav would take precedence, as it is a chovas haguf. On
the second day and further, sukkah again takes precedence,
because then lulav is only mid’Rabbanan.

The Mateh Ephrayim is inconclusive, paskening that one may
choose whichever mitzvah he wishes.

Rav Shlomo Kluger paskens that mitzvas Iulav takes
precedence because of pirsumei nisa. Some reasons to the
contrary, that mitzvas sukkah may take precedence over mitzvas
lulav, have been discussed above.

The Sdei Chemed (Rav Chaim Chizkiyahu Medini) quotes
the sefer Moed Lchol Chai, saying that mitzvas sukkah takes
precedence because it is more frequent (tadir) than mitzvas
Iulav, seven days compared to only one day (mid Orayasa).
Additionally, the Yom Tov is called Chag Ha'Sukkos, so that
mitzvah takes precedence.
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