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Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

The Brisker Rov, on vacation in Switzerland, davened with
a minyan that had a Galicianer baal korei. One Shabbos after
davening the Rov asked Rav Dovid Heller to take a walk with
him. “Today I had the siyata diShmaya not to make a berachah
levatalah,” the Brisker Rov commented as they walked along.
“In the thirty pesukim in my aliyah today, three pesukim had no
Shem Hashem which ends with a kamatz under a nun followed
by a yud. Since there were three such pesukim, it was not a
berachah levatalah.” He meant that the Galicianer baal korei
would enunciate words ending with a kamatz nun followed by a
yud with a nuh sound instead of noy, ignoring the yud.

The Gemara (Nedarim 13b) says that “j27p xn” is not a neder,
because it can be understood as meaning “j27p »’n,” i.e., making
a vow in the life of a korban. How does xn sound like »n?

It seems clear that just as
the letters n and n look almost
identical, in the time of the
Gemara their enunciation was
also very close and almost
indistinguishable one from the
other. A few examples: In Berachos
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(30b) the Gemara reads NN as  Gamnirpimseme e men
1 mw 0P 3bap Ppuod > sty 26 13 mmz * o v ph wand b pep

n7n, and in 35a it reads 07919°n to
mean 0°1%°n. In Kiddushin (62a),
“pin is read *pan. There are many
more examples of this throughout
Shas. .

Similarly, it has been argued
that 7181 °Xi1 27’s name, which in many early sources is spelled
»7, is actually the same as »’n, the Aramaic form of o>’n. This
n-like enunciation of n is preserved among the Sephardim to
this very day.

This takes us from j27p X to 127p ®XN. To understand how
that becomes 1279 »n, we must turn to Teshuvos Chasam Sofer
(xYx 1”712 ,2 71V 128). He quotes Rav Zalman Emmerich, who
ng S” Kaufman’s article regarding X971 Xp109 92

nwn °pod, [ wanted to point out another
interesting place where we say an incomplete passuk. In 7112
0Y1wY ‘0 that we say in 2°7vn, there are two versions. In one
version we say :p 0°2’nn which is 11 11%3p1 1°pYR ‘0 1YwIn
D°1... whereas in the other one we say n%:10:x 0’0 »127 which
is 1YW’ *PYR 1YW 1AR1.... The (0:197) 17172 Nwn quotes the 1an
on1ax that we say the p1o9 in on’n »127. When this p1oo is
printed in most »>1 o the first word - “1nR1” is omitted. In
fact the np11 counts 12 words in the p109 corresponding to the
12 o’p1oo of the no7a!
According to the nnbw nnon cited in the article, since this is

from o’21n> it would be okay, but it still begs the question as to
why it was left out.
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In reference to Rabbi Moshe Boruch

* %k %

n —

sharply protests against accenting the yud after a kamatz or a
patach; he says it should not be pronounced at all. He cites as
proof the Rema MiFano in Asarah Maamaros, who says the nv
MITX is an acronym for 111,217 ,718; the final yud doesn’t stand
for anything, because it is not pronounced.

The Chasam Sofer concludes his discussion by pointing
out that although there are difficulties with Rav Zalman
Emmerich’s proofs, a support for his opinion can be brought
from the Ramban on this week’s parshah. The Ramban writes
that following the Bris Bein Habesarim, Avrohom did not tell
Sara about the prophesy that their names were being changed
(and that she would have a son). This is difficult, because since
then Avrohom would have been calling her by her new name;
how could she fail to notice that her name had been changed?
And wouldn’t it seem bizarre to her that the IxYn refers to her
as M and not »w? The answer could very well be that if the
yud is silent, there is no difference in pronunciation between
17w and »w.!

We can now understand how xi
117p and121pnareinterchangeable:
the n and the n have a closely
similar pronunciation, and the final
» is silent. It seems that this lack of
enunciation of the final yud was
preserved by the Galician baal korei
in Switzerland. (See my letter in
this publication, v 119321 N1WY).

[Note: Some may say that
perhaps Avrohom did not use
Sara’s given name at all, as is the
custom in many communities,
cited in Minhagei Maharil. However, Rav Moshe Slomiuc, in his
notes to Otzros Chasam Sofer, quotes a handwritten postscript
from the preeminent publisher of the Chasam Sofer’s sefarim,
HaRav Yosef Naftali Stern, in which he writes that the Chasam
Sofer said that he himself called his wife Serel “yyay% 97v.”]
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Thank you for your interesting article on the pronunciation
of mi.

Regarding the second opinion of the Minchas Shai, [that a
n2113 NNy is pronounced with a vav when it follows a 1w or
a 071N, and a yud when following a p>n.] It seems to me that
this can only fit with the Sephardi pronunciation of the vav.
The “full” pronunciation of 091N and p1MWw naturally has a ‘w’ at
the end of the sound, similar to the English ‘ew’. It is impossible
to connect this vowel sound to the letter V', as the Ashkenazi
pronunciation would have it. This is obviously a mistake that
crept in over the years as people tried to apply the Minchas
Shai to the Ashkenazi n1an.

This is one of several proofs that the original pronunciation
of vav was ‘W’ not v’; this probably got lost in Austria and
Germany where ‘w’ is always pronounced ‘v’. For example,
Vienna is written “Wien” in German.

Thank you for your weekly 11°72.

Gaakor Yisroel Fose




Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman,
Machon Aleh Zayis

(17,82) 110 91p YR PPHYR ynwn
Hashem listened to the voice of the lad

Rashi, quoting the Medrash Rabbah (Bereishis 53:14), says
that from Yishmael’s voice being heard rather than Hagar’s,
we see that Hashem heeds the call of the choleh himself more
than that of others pleading for him. However, the meforshei
Rashi contend that this idea seems to be at odds with a Gemara
in Nedarim 7b and Brachos 5b that says n’an mxy nn wian px
D ORA, “A captive who is shackled cannot release himself from
prison”; he needs others to help him, and this applies to the
situation of a choleh as well.

Rav Eliyahu Mizrachi (the Re’em) answers that
one’s own prayer, if he is able to concentrate
on it, is more effective than that of someone
davening for him; perhaps Yishmael, the choleh
here, was able to concentrate, and therefore his
prayer was answered. But such concentration
is certainly difficult for a captive or a choleh to
achieve, so he generally needs the assistance of
others who are not in the dangerous situation.

The Chasam Sofer (Drashos, 8 Tammuz, p. 305) initially
agrees that Rashi (based on Midrash) and the Gemara seem
to contradict one another, but then says that the two opinions
are both valid. As proof, he describes a historic contrast among
communities:

In 1757, during the Seven Years War, the

Prussian army led by Frederick the Great
besieged the city of Prague. At that time the Jewish residents
of Prague refused to let their new Rav — Rav Yechezkel Landau,
the Noda Bi’Yehudah — escape from the city.

Yet later, during the Napoleonic Wars at the turn of the
century, the cities of Mainz, Koblenz, and Frankfurt did
arrange at various times for their respective Rabbanim to
escape from sieges. Rav Noach Chaim Tzvi Berlin (mechaber of
Atzei Almogim-Atzei Arozim) and Rav Ziskind Gundersheim
(mechaber of Mekor Chaim) went to Frankfurt, and Rav Pinchas
Horowitz (the Baal haHafla'ah) went to Hanau.

The Chasam Sofer explains that Prague followed the opinion
that it is more effective for the Rav to daven while in the tzarah
himself, while the other cities accepted the principle that an
imprisoned person cannot free himself, so they let their leaders
escape to in order to daven for them.

(The Chasam Sofer adds that on a practical level there can be
a benefit to having the leader flee. The escape of Rav Yochanan
ben Zakkai from the siege of Yerushalayim before the second
churban served Am Yisrael well, whereas during the churban of
the first Beis Hamikdash, when Yirmiyahu Hanavi was stuck in
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captivity it made the situation more dire).

Ultimately, the Chasam Sofer decides

that to help Klal Yisrael it is better for
the leader to be out of the tzarah. Since Kol Yisrael areivim,
even a Yid who is distant and not personally affected by the
tzarah can still feel the pain of his brethren. A person who does
feel it has the advantage when davening of being like the choleh
or prisoner himself, with the additional advantage of not being
“imprisoned” like him.

The Midrash Rabbah, however, is dealing with Hagar and
Yishmael, who lacked the areivus that characterizes davka
Yisrael. In their case, Yishmael’s “advantage” of being the choleh
overrode Hagar’s “advantage” of not being the
one in trouble, and therefore he was able to
daven better than she was. So Yishmael’s tefillah
was answered, not Hagar’s (this explanation also
appears in the Chasam Sofer’s sefer, Toras Moshe
on Chumash).

This leaves us with the question of why Prague
didn’t send the Noda Bi'Yehudah away from the
siege as the other communities would later do,
and thereby gain the double advantage.

It’s possible that the kehillah of Prague was
reluctant to have their rov leave them
because of what had happened there only a decade earlier.

In 1742, with France and Austria at war, Rav Yonasan
Eibschitz, then the Magid and Rosh Yeshivah in Prague, was
enabled to escape from the city — as was perhaps the standard
practice — and he was appointed rov of Metz in France.
Unfortunately, after the war the Austrians suspected the city
of Prague of treason because the Rabbi had fled to enemy
territory. In retaliation, the Jews of Prague suffered pogroms
and were expelled (see Toldos HaMechaber to the new edition of
Drashos Tzelach).

The Jews of Prague would not recover until 1755, which is
when they appointed their new Rav, the Noda Bi'Yehudah.
When only two years later Prague was besieged again, the
people understood from experience that it would be not a good
idea to help their Rav escape. When the enemy was defeated
and the city was saved, many attributed this to the merit of
the tzaddik who remained with them there, as Rav Yakovka
Landau, son of the Noda Bi’Yehudah, writes in Divrei Yedidus
(printed in Shu”t Noda Bi’Yehudah):

“[My father] participated in the plight of the community
even though he had the opportunity to leave before the gates
were locked. Unlike many of the other respected people of the
city, he did not flee, because he was a loyal shepherd to his
flock. He succeeded in providing food and financial support for
his people.”

YRIW? 517A1n MINANN DR 115 X2XNNW X970 P91 73X 1P1R%13 1790 12119 1210 17570 0°YY ndyn




