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Vecharos Imo Habris
Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Every morning, in Vayevorech Dovid, we say 1117 nx nxygmi
AR PY7Y¥ 72 AT DX DRR1 WY NNY Y301 "0im (Nechemiah
9:8) — Hashem found [Avrohom Avinu’s] heart faithful to Him and
promised Eretz Yisrael to him and children after him.

In most siddurim, the paragraph ends abruptly in mid-passuk
at lifonecha, and a new paragraph begins with Vecharos. A
hyphen or a comma after lifonecha indicates that the next line
(the first in the new paragraph) is actually a continuation of
the passuk before.

The Magen Avrohom (51:9) cites a longstanding minhag:
When a bris milah was scheduled for after Shacharis, the mohel
would begin Vecharos imo habris and alternate pesukim with
the congregation until the end of Uz Yashir. This is why the
siddurim start a new paragraph at Vecharos imo habris. Based
on the principle of 1’poo X971 RXP1DY
11°p0D RY 118 nwn (Brachos 12b, Taanis
27b and Megillah 22a), that we may
not “cut” pesukim from the Torah and
recite only parts of them, the Magen
Avrohom wonders how it is permitted
to divide the passuk this way. The Magen
Avrohom suggests a novel approach
that specifically in regard to the Shirah
there is no issue of kol pesuka because
it was originally said that way at the
Yam Suf.

Rav Shlomo Kluger (Chochmas Shlomo, siman

51), differentiates between pesukim from the
Torah and pesukim from Nevi'im and Kesuvim. Since the Gemara
says “Kol pesuka d’lo poskei Moshe,” limiting the rule to the
Chumash, he says that splitting the pasuk from sefer Nechemiah
is not a problem (see Meiri on Sukkah 38a, and the Magen
Avrohom 422:8, citing Kol Bo).

Based on this distinction, we can explain that when the
chazzan brings the Sefer Torah back to the Aron saying
Yehallelu... until hodo al eretz..., i.e., only half a passuk, there
is no problem, since this too is a passuk from Kesuvim (Tehillim
148). Interestingly, the Machatzis HaShekel (ad. loc.) advises
that to avoid this issue altogether the congregation should say
Yehallelu along with the chazzan, and then finish the passuk.

However, there actually are cases where we split
up a passuk from the Torah itself. On Ileil
Shabbos, for example, many begin kiddush with 1p12 17127 0,
which is the middle of a passuk. Another case is the Shabbos
morning kiddush, which some begin with 7712115 %v. The Mishnah
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Bais Hakinesses in Belz built by the Sar Sholom
Rav Elyashiv, on the other hand (Kovetz Teshuvos Vol. 4 #46),
supports the conclusion of the Magen Gibborim. Based on that
he explains why at the Seder, after korech, we quote from the
passuk in Parshas Behaalosecha that refers to Pesach Sheini,
119287 07171 N1k Y, and not from the passuk in Parshas Bo
regarding Pesach itself, 1mYax> 0170 Yy nixni. He says:

Berurah (289:2) says in the latter case that this is an error, and
one should begin at the beginning of the passuk, n'n> nww .
(The Iyun Tefiilah adds, that starting with 15 v doesn’t even
make sense without the first half of the passuk.)

The sefer Magen Gibborim (She’iltei

Gibborim 51:3), by Rav Mordechai
Ze'ev Ettinger and his brother-in-law, Rav Yosef Shaul
Natansohn (known as the Sho’el wMeishiv), says that breaking
up a passuk is an issue only if it takes place literally in mid-
sentence, whereas if the passuk is quoted until the esnachta
(the equivalent of a comma), then there is no problem. This
answer seems at odds with the Gemara (ibid.) that says that at
Maamados the Kohen would read half of the passuk and the
Levi would read the second half - the Gemara rejects this
practice, based on kol pesuka, yet if in fact there is no problem
with stopping at the esnachta it shouldn’t be an issue at all.

In 5538, the year before his petirah, the two mechabrim
of Magen Gibborim presented their
conclusion to the venerable Chasam
Sofer (O.C. #10) with a possible
solution to the Gemara of Maamados,
but he disagreed with it. As for the
Friday night kiddush, the Chasam Sofer
proposed that since the beginning of
the passuk refers to the mazikin that
were created at the end of yom shishi
and we don’t want to mention them,
we are permitted to start mid-passuk,
as we have no other choice.

The phrase in Parshas Bo is in the middle of a clause, wx "9¥
mi¥m, so it may not be separated. In Behaalosecha, though,
while we can’t quote the first part of the passuk because it
refers to the korban that we are not actually eating but just
commemorating, the end of the passuk is an independent
clause following an esnachta, and so may be cut from the passuk
and quoted by itself.

* K %

The Sar Sholom of Belz gave a different answer to why we
quote specifically the passuk about Pesach Sheini at korech.
Although at the Seder we can only make a zecher to the korban
Pesach for korech, he said, we daven that by Pesach Sheini
Moshiach shall have come, and we will be able to actually bring
the korban Pesach and eat it with matzah and maror.
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