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Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

If an,n, or v at the end of a word follows a tenuah gedolah -

The ‘os genuvah” (missing letter) is not an X that should
appear above the patach, but the letter implied by the preceding
vowel. Each vowel is close in pronunciation to a letter; the

chirik and tzeireh are close to yud, while the cholam and shuruk
are close to vav. The patach genuvah syllable at the end of the
word should be pronounced like the letter corresponding to its

preceding vowel, although it should be said faintly and without
emphasis as it is a “stolen” letter, i.e. it doesn’t function in the
word as a letter but just as a vowel. Accordingly, n°¥ would be

a tzeireh, a chirik (with a yud), a cholam, or a shuruk - it gets a

patach under it: ,yyiny ,ninvy 0v,m
v, etc. This patach is called a
patach genuvah.

The
anomaly. It is not articulated

patach genuvah is an

as nekudos typically are, that
is, following the letter they are
under; if it were, m1 would be
pronounced Noi-cha. Instead, it’s
pronounced before that letter,
giving us Noi-ach.

The Ibn Ezra (Tzachos, p.6b)
even writes that the patach

genuvah should be positioned not directly under the last letter
of the word but to the right of the usual position of nekudos,

so that it is under both the last letter
and the one before it, indicating that it is
articulated before the last letter. The 16th-
century medakdek Rav Shabsi Sofer wrote
his siddur this way; but later on, printers
found it technically difficult to do that, so
the patach is printed under the last letter
of the word.

The Minchas Shai (Bereishis 1:6) writes
that we pronounce such words as if an x
with a patach was once there before the
,1,0 or v but it was “stolen” (indeed, the
formal name for this vowel is patach shel
os genuvah). This is also the opinion of Ibn
Ezra (Tzachos, p. 138), Radak, and many
others. Accordingly, m1 is pronounced Noi-
ach. Similarly, it is correct to say mizbei-
ach [not mizbei-cha or mizbei-yachl;

magbi-ah [not magbi-ha or magbi-yah]; and
govo-ah [not govoi-ha or gavoi-yah]. Most
importantly, this rule determines the pronunciation of one of
the names of Hashem (n-19x), which is Eloi-ah [not Eloi-hal].
However, the Minchas Shai cites a second opinion as well,
that of the Makneh Avrohom, who writes:

Rav Yonason Shteif
in his younger years

wbim i provem Sk - saews
g 30! LYY YIS 0 S
o VDIV ot o
e 2850 1 AW AW 0D e
—y2 3800 + e oINS 165D Pl b
| : prywand ©dn o ot
oy 4 fagmbz 133 Wy § 2y N‘y
y——sop: aph ¢ Y 3P
201) FEPPYIFL T Ay pATILED

“>an :WA%P' 5N oraa

—t: B DTN 1 NS A D

Page from Rav Shabsi's Siddur

pronounced siyach, and mizbei-yach and magbi-yah would also

be correct.

Following with a cholam or a
shuruk, which would call for a vav
sound, it would seem that the
softer ‘W’ pronunciation of the
vav is implied, as the Teimanim
say it: No-wach, gavo-wah,
Yehoshu-wa, etc. Rav Meir Mazuz
(Siddur Ish Matzliach) writes that
this was the way these words were
taught in Tunis and is the correct
way to say them. He brings proof
from the Ohr Hachaim that the

Reb Gavriel Fisher with the Debreciner Rav

vav is to be articulated: he writes (Bamidbar 7:1), that in the
name YPYin’ the 1is not pronounced after the 7, (since it is part

of the cholam) but it is pronounced after
the .

However, Rav Yonasan Shteif, zt”], after
the War the senior surviving Rav from
Oberland, pronounced vav the Ashkenazi
way, like the letter V. Citing the above
opinion in his sefer Limudei Hashem, he says
that the words mm1 n» are pronounced
min’ N7, rei-yach nicho-vach. Similarly,
I once heard from an Oberlander baal
dikduk that the name 1 has two correct
pronunciations: Noi-ach, and Noi-vach.

We see that there are three possible
ways to pronounce the patach genuvah that
follows a cholam or a shuruk:

1. with a phantom alef;

2. with a “stolen” Sefardi vav; or

3. with a “stolen” Ashkenazi vav.

The last is the mesorah that R* Gavriel

Fisher preserved by tenaciously clinging to his father's custom.

Instead of assuming a phantom alef and saying roi-ah, as we do
today, he “borrowed” a vav from the proceeding cholam: 712yn
N7130 Yi1 nR became “maavirin es roi-va hagezeirah.”
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