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Rabbi Kaufman’s article in the Lech Lecha
edition was superb.

Rav Shlomo Kluger’s chiddush, that in
Nevi'im and Kesuvim one can say even part
of a passuk, can explain saying "Hashem
hu Ha’Elokim" at the conclusion of Ne’ila,
and also explain saying "Ana Hashem
Hoshi’a na" separately from "Ana Hashem
Hatzelicha na" in Hallel, although it
involves splitting a passuk into two. It still
doesn’t explain saying the thirteen midos
of mercy in the Selichos or during the krias
Hatorah of Ta’anis. It is not a full passuk
and it is from the Torah. Same question
can be asked about "shuv mecharon
apecha" and "vesalachta la’avoneinu ki rav
hu" in the same krias Hatorah.
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Amirah L'Akum:
Rav Aharon's psak

Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Once on a leil Shabbos the lights went out

in Bais Medrash Gavo’ah, and the bochurim
were unable to learn. Rav Aharon asked two bochurim to go and
get a non-Jew to turn on the lights. Based on
this episode, some say that Rav Aharon relied
on the opinion of the Baal Ha'ltur (see Orchos
Shabbos Vol. 2 Perek 23, footnote #158) when
dealing with a mitzvah d’rabbim, specifically
Talmud Torah d’rabbim. Dirshu Mishnah Berurah
(276 #41) quotes the sefer Orchos Shabbos, but
adds thatit is at odds with a psak of Rav Elyashiv
(Kovetz Teshuvos Vol. 1 #32) prohibiting asking
anon-Jew to turn on a generator in a yeshivah.
Before we analyze this episode with Rav Aharon,
we will provide the background.

The Rema (Siman 276:2)

says that in the case of a
mitzvah, some are lenient with regard to the issur of amirah
l'akum; this is known as the opinion of the Baal Ha'ltur. The
Rema goes on to say that this is a minority opinion, and should
not be relied upon. We permit amirah lakum on Shabbos only
when dealing with an issur d’Rabbanan; this is known as shvus
d’shvus b’'makom mitzvah, effectively a “double d’Rabbanan” (the
non-Jew and a melachah d’Rabbanan). For example, one may
tell a non-Jew to bring a shofar or lulav from outside the techum.
This is because 1. mitzvas techum is d’Rabbanan, and 2. the need
is a mitzvah (see Siman 307:5).

Some Poskim rely on the opinion of the Baal
Ha'Ttur when the mitzvah is for a rabbim. For
example, if the whole community will be able
to use this shofar, it is considered a greater
mitzvah. A contemporary example would be in
a shul where the light goes out, and having the
non-Jew turn on the light would help the entire
tzibbur daven. (Even according to this opinion,
the need must truly be a mitzvah. Asking a non-
Jew to turn on an oven for the kiddush in shul
would be prohibited, even though it is for the
sake of the rabbim).

Rav Yisrael Taplin was one of the two bochurim
whom Rav Aharon requested to find a non-Jew to
turn on the lights in the Bais Medrash. He writes in his sefer
Zemanei Yisrael (p. 570) that many people, not knowing the full
story, assumed that Rav Aharon held that one may rely on the
opinion of the Baal Ha'Ttur when dealing with a mitzvah of a

Yo
nhn y

Rav Aharon with Rav Shneyor

Rav Aharon at his shtender

rabbim. Knowing the full story however, leads to the opposite
conclusion.

After the bochurim got the lights turned on Rav Aharon told
them, “We don’t pasken like the opinion of the Baal Haltur,”
indicating that even bdieved the opinion of the Baal Ha'ltur
may not be relied upon. He explained that he had meant
that they should get the non-Jew to turn on the light with a
shinui, making it a shvus d’shvus, which would be
permitted in the case of a mitzvah. He told the
bochurim to bring the non-Jew back, shutting
the lights and turning them on again with a
shinui.

Note: Besides the issur of amirah lakum
(instructing a non-Jew to do a melachah),
there is another issur of hanaah from meleches
Shabbos. Unfortunately, people are unaware of
this issur, which applies even without the non-
Jew being instructed at all.

Others extrapolate that Rav
Aharon was lenient in that
he held that any shinui will
automatically create a shvus d’shvus situation. This would mean,
for example, that if the flame went out and the basic Shabbos
food would be cold, one would be permitted to tell a non-Jew
to turn the stove knob with his elbow, so that it would be a
shvus d’shvus bimkom mitzvah. Not all Poskim agree to be
lenient when a shvus is done with a shinui, especially when the
shinui doesn’t affect the overall outcome.

But in fact, we cannot extrapolate this leniency from the
episode with Rav Aharon. Since there are those who rely on

N - the Baal Ha'ltur’s opinion to be lenient with
a mitzvah of a rabbim, it is possible that Rav
Aharon held that we may be lenient, but only
when the non-Jew uses a shinui. Obviously,
this does not necessarily mean that Rav Aharon
would rely on a shinui by itself in a case that is
not a mitzvah of a rabbim.

Note: In the time of Rav Aharon, turning on
electric lights (incandescent bulbs) was definitely
an issur d'Oraysa of kindling a light. According to
the Chazon Ish, it would be a melachah d’Oraysa
because it involves building a circuit. Even
turning on a fluorescent light may be a question
of melachah d’Oraysa, because of the starter. Today, with LED
bulbs, turning on certain lights may involve only a shvus and
may therefore be permitted through a non-Jew for the sake
of a mitzvah. However, due to the general laxity in the issur of
amirah l'akum, many Poskim take a stricter stance. A Rov should
be consulted in each situation, as these halachos are complex.
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