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We are accustomed to translating 1110 as “honor” or “respect”;
you give a person kavod by addressing him respectfully and
allowing him to go first. But that translation doesn’t fit this
passuk. Did Yaakov amass honor or respect by allegedly
appropriating stock from Lavan’s flocks? [See
Alshich, who attempts to fit that meaning 3
into this passuk.]

Onkelos generally renders 1123 as 19>, but
here he translates it X’021 — wealth. And the
Rashbam writes that it refers to the great
wealth that Yaakov amassed, as in the passuk
aN721 9022 MIpna T8 710 0n1ax1. The Midrash
also states clearly: 703 XYR 712 P’R.

Balak promises Bilam (Parshas Balak
22:17), “IRn 720X 720 3. From Bil'am’s
response it seems that he was not being promised mere noble
titles: “Were Balak to give me a houseful of gold and silver,”
Bil'am proclaimed, “I would still not be able to violate the word
of Hashem!” Clearly they were discussing payment; both Rashi
and the Ibn Ezra explain that that was the intent of “3720x 7125
™n.”

This is also the context of the conversation after Bil'am’s
failure, when Balak told him (24:11-13) “Now, flee to your
place. I said 7729x 123, but behold! Hashem has withheld you
from T123,” to which Bil'am responded, “If Balak were to give
me his houseful of silver and gold, I cannot transgress the word
of Hashem...” It's clear that 7120 here is wealth, and not honor.

When I mentioned this insight to Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel,
shlita, he added to it that he once saw that an earlier
commentator said that, counting on the payment from Balak,
Bil'am borrowed large sums. The payments of course didn’t
materialize, and that’s why Balak told him, “Flee to your place”
- run to escape your creditors, since you do not have the means
to repay them.

Earlier (in Parshas Vayigash 45:13) Yosef tells the Shevatim,
“D>1¥n2>1120 Y5 R *axY onTam.” Was he asking them to relate to
Yaakov how much respect and honor was heaped upon him?!
The Rashbam explains that he was sending a message that
he was wealthy and had the means to support the family, so
Yaakov need not worry. For more examples from Tanach, see
Esther 1:4, Yeshaya 5:13, and I Divrei Hayamim 29:12.

The Mishnah (Kesubos 64b) discusses how much food a
husband must provide for his wife. Afterlisting precise amounts
the Mishnah says, “121903 YaX ,9%7w°2w *1v2 D11AR 07127 NP3

a=hin
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17133 °0Y Y37.” The Rambam (Ishus 12:11) replaces kavod with
“wealth”: 55 900 PwY PN DX Y2, YRIW IV *1¥2 OAR 00727 N2
1wY.” Similarly, in Bava Kama (90a) we find: Compensation for
embarrassing someone is measured according to the person’s
kavod. To which Rabi Akiva comments, “Ox7w’a 0™y 1979x”;
apparently, being poor is the antonym of having 1112. (See also
Bava Kama 91a in the name of Rabi Yochanan.)

Kavod can also reference comfort or pleasure, specifically
sleeping comfortably. While it is a stretch to find a connection
between sleeping and honory, it is easy to see the connection
between wealth and comfort.

The Gemara (Brachos 3b), describing how
Dovid woke up early to learn Torah, cites
the passuk “>11213 nMw.” Rashi (4a) explains,
nrwa >1aonn Yx; this means don’t lie
comfortably asleep, but rather awake from
™ your slumber... *1123 nw. See also Yeshayah
" 14:18, Yechezkel 23:41, and Tehillim 149:5
for more illustrations of kavod referring to
~ sleeping or lying down).

The Navi (Yeshayahu 58:13) says ’n w1Tp2 21v NawY nNxIy
7300, “mechubad’ meaning, according to Radak, to enjoy it (993
MW 1931 PIvn Nx).

Yevamos 62b says that someone who is mechabed his wife
even more than he does for himself, merits that his prayers
be answered. Similarly, in Bava Metzia (59a): “A man should
always be careful with his wife’s kavod because that brings
blessing to the household, as it says, “Avrohom amassed wealth
through Sarah.”

It is apparent from Rambam (Ishus 15:19) that Chazal were
not commanding a husband to honor or respect his wife (a
good idea, of course), but rather to pamper her by spending
money on her. He writes: 1N INWKR NX 7127 07X i1°7°W 02200 11X
1171201 °53 NNA1VA 1277 712 19 W? OR1,19130 N2MIR1 19133, For honor
and respect alone, no money is needed!

The Gemara (Shabbos 62b) says that one of the three things
that cause a man poverty is a wife who berates him, and Rava
explains that she berates him for not getting her tachshitim.
If being mechabed one’s wife means spending money on her,
the Gemara in Shabbos is the mirror image of the one in Bava
Metzia: Whereas the Gemara in Bava Metzia states that being
mechabed one’swife, i.e. spending money on her, brings blessing,
the Gemara in Shabbos tells us that not being mechabed one’s
wife by spending money on her can cause poverty.

Actually, all this is clearly spelled out regarding Kibbud
Av va’Eim. The Gemara (Kiddushin 31b) states regarding it:
NY¥111 07101 10271 NPYNA1 97ORN 2712%0 1NTR. Many aspects of
the sugyos and halachos of Kibbud Av va’Eim can be explained
in light of the discussion above, but that would be another
article...

'n1a
mw
haiax

YRIW? 517A1n MINANN DR 115 X2XNNW X970 P91 73X 1P1R%13 1790 12119 1210 17570 0°YY ndyn




