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Rabbi Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Background The Shulchan Aruch (672:1) rules that we light
ner Chanukah at the “end of sunset,” understood by the Poskim
to mean tzais hakochavim. However, many Poskim allow or
even encourage lighting earlier, a bit before nightfall; some
even hold that the correct time to light is sunset.

The Shulchan Aruch adds that we should not light ner
Chanukah earlier or later than the prescribed time. However,
if someone will be unable to light at the prescribed zman, the
Shulchan Aruch quotes an opinion that allows lighting from
plag haMinchah on, approximately one hour before sunset or
nightfall.

In last year's Alim (Parshas Vayeshev), the basis for some of
the various times was examined. This year we will just list the
zmanim, in chronological order.

Plag HaMinchah: In extenuating circumstances (a flight, a
chasunah...) many Poskim permit lighting from plag haMinchah
on. The Mishnah Berurah (672:3, 679:2) seems to permit
lighting only after the Magen Avrohom plag, which is at least
25 minutes after the Gra's plag.

On Erev Shabbos, however, the minhag is to permit lighting
immediately after the Gra's earlier plag. If one wishes to wait
for the Mg”A's plag on Erev Shabbos, he should not calculate
it from Rabbeinu Tam's tzais, as that zman will be too close
to Shabbos, but from the actual appearance of three stars,
resulting in a plag which is approximately 30 minutes before
sunset.

Shekiah/Sunset: According to Rambam, the Pri Chadash,
and the Be'ur HaGra (in Orach Chayim), this is the ideal time to
light. Those who follow this zman should use enough oil to last
until at least 30 minutes after tzais hakochavim.

10 Minutes After Shekiah: Rav Moshe Feinstein (O.C. Vol. 4
Siman 101, #6) says that this zman is a good time to light, but
according to the sefer Shu”t Vedibarta Bam (Volume 1, #182),
Rav Dovid Feinstein attests that his father told him as well as
others to light at tzais, in accordance with minhag ha'olam.

25 Minutes After Shekiah: This zman has two advantages:
1) it is still within the 30-minute window from shekiah; 2) it is
close to tzais hakochavim, and so conforms to the opinion that
one should light about 15 minutes before tzais. Rav Aharon
Kotler zt"l endorsed this zman (see last year's article in Alim
Parshas Vayeishiv).

Tzais HaKochavim: This zman is the opinion of most Poskim
and was the standard minhag in previous generations. Since
there is some debate over when tzais hakochavim takes place,
two zemanim are given: for the appearance of medium stars, and
of small stars. During the winter in the NY-NJ area, this zman
will be 40 to 45 minutes, respectively, before tzais. (Although
people are used to a later zman for Shabbos (50 minutes), that
would not apply to Chanukah.)

Tzais HaKochavim 1'Rabbeinu Tam: Those who follow
Rabbeinu Taminallareas (72 minutes) generally follow his zman
for Chanukah as well. Some will daven Maariv on Chanukah
before this time (i.e., 50 minutes after shekiah), in order not
to further delay lighting time past 72 minutes. Certainly those
who calculate later zemanim according to Rabbeinu Tam (16.1
degrees or 90 minutes) specifically for Motzaei Shabbos should
not delay lighting on Chanukah past the 72-minute zman. On
Motzaei Shabbos, those who light at an earlier zman during the
week should wait until the usual zman Motzaei Shabbos to light
(see Igros Moshe Vol. 4, #62).

Note: Someone who couldn't light at his zman should try to
light within 30 minutes of it.
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For other cities in the Eastern time zone:

For Brooklyn and Monsey, the zmanim will be 3 minutes earlier. For Queens\Far Rockaway\Five towns,
the zmanim will be 4 minutes earlier. For Baltimore MD, the zmanim will be 12 minutes later.

*Even one who can't light at the zman listed, should still try to light within half hour of that time.
**When lighting before nightfall one must nevertheless make sure that the lights burn until 30 minutes after nightfall.
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